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E R H A P S there is no nation on the learth, 
that has in fo fhort a period experienced fuch various and in- 
tcrefting fcenes as the people of the United States. Compofed 
astheyareof individual adventurers from different nations^orthe 
defceudants of fuch, and bringing with them thervarious habits- 
and languages of the nadons to which they had refpeclively 
belonged, braving the horrors of the wiidernefs, and cohibating 
unaided with favage tribes, they . aflbciated together in fmall * 
dependent republics, and always admitted the emigrants itom' 
other nations to a participation of their privileges, and emi- 
grants of different nations and languages attached themfelvcs 
to the fociety and foil, and foon learned to embrace the country 
as if it had been their native land. The colonies Adapted their 
laws to their own fituation and circumftances, and all of them 
prefcrved a love of liberty and equality in their focial order» 
Though the feeds of jealoufy were artfully fown among them 
by the power on whom they were dependent, yet watchful 
againft thofc infidious arts, they united to vindicata their righta 
ajainft the aggreffions of that very power, whofe authority 
they were accuftomed to acknowledge, and by their exertionsT 
finally triumphed over it, till they affumcd a rank and ftartou 
among" tlie independent nations of the earth. They not only 
formed conftitution^ and la\vs, for the internal police of theiff 
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fefpe<aive ftates, but for the government of the whole, in ^ 
. national capacity, and changed and revifed not only their laws, 
but the forms and powers of theirv government, without an ap- 
peal to arms, and without the elbSts of thofe changes op.era- 
ting any fenfible alteration in the circumftances of the people, 
nd thus exhibited a fpedtacle, new and interefting in the hifto- 
'. ry of human events. 

The citi^zens, being thus cpllefted from various nations, 
or .f;:om fuch fJiiFcrent: parts of the fame nation as had little 
correfjondence with each other, and their charafter being influ- 
enced by a continual fucceflion of emigrants, they feem to have 
foTmcd a charafter peculiar to themfelves, and in fome refpefts 
I diftin<a from that of other nations. Indeed though they emi- 
grated from dilTerent nations, they were generally of the fame 
rank in fociety. NcMic of the privileged orders of Ei|rop« 
vifited the colonies, except as governors of provinces, when 
the government of a province became, by the induftry of the 
planters, an dbjedl fiifficient for the fupport of a lord, whofe 
inceftors had diffipated the family aftate, or who enjoyed ^ 
jioble title without a patrimony. Pirivileged orders never made 
a part of the mafs in the colonial fettlements, and tjxe fettlers 
/derive their dignitjj and. importance, through the natural and 
honourable channels of prudence and induftry. 

Perhaps no part of the American charafter is more pro- 
minent than that of mildnefs of temper ; even their mobs and 
riotsare accompanied with lefs ferocity, and marked with fewer 
inftances of - bloodfhed, than thofe of any other nation. Even 
during that period at the cemmencement of t:he revolution, 
when the regular governments gave way to what i^ the lan- 
guage of law was called a government of rnqbs, or commit- 
tees afting according to difcretion, and under peculiar circum- 
ftances of irritation, occafioned by the oppofition of the ad- 
herents to the old governm2nt, yet the public peace was pre- 
ferved and property fecured, and the fsverities towards the op-^ 
pofers of the revolution were more mild than has been exl^ibir- 
led by any other nation in fimilar tfircumffances. 
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Dilring t tedious war, in which the clti^iens gencraL^^ wer^ 
it one time or . other perfonally engaged, there was an una- 
voidable relaxation of morals, and of the execution of the 
laws, yet notwithftanding thig^ circunfftance, the weaknefs of 
the general government, and the preflure of an accumulating 
debt, which neceffiirily occafioned oppreffive taxes on the 
people, and difcontent among the creditors, I fay thefe im- 
perious circumftances were fo well borne during the continu-i 
ance of the confederal tion, that there was nd fymptom of an 
infurreftion, except in one inftanCe in the (late of Maflachu- 
fetts. Though this infurre^ion is acknowledged to have been 
excited by very oppreffive taxes, and to have been long pre- 
meditated and well digefted,andocca(ionedco2tfiderablealarm for 
fome time, yet it was finally fettled almoft without bloodlhed, 
or occafioning any lafting confufion. That under fo great a 
change as was made by the revifton of the federal government, - 
and the new extenfion of its fifcal powers to internal obje^S:* 
of taxation, and the operation of thefe powers on fubjet^s, 
and in modes, againft which the people in mod of the ftates 
had the ftrongeft prepoffeflions, it being only known to them 
by the odium of its name, and that odium having been ftrongly 
lanftioned by the firft Congrefs, and the law, from not having 
provided for extending the judicial authority of the federal go- 
vernment, being ill calculated for the convenient proteAion 
of the fifcal officers, or citizens aggrieved by their irncans, I fay 
that, under fuch circumftanecs, violent oppofition fliould have 
been given but in one diftant furvey, affords a further proof of th« 
mildnefs of tlic American charadler, and of a prei^ailing lov^e 
of order and refpeft for the authority of the laws; and if even 
this inftance was unpremeditated and defultory, and might 
have been eafily preventedby a proper and feafonable application 
of the means provided by law, and if when all the circum- 
ftances are taken into view, and j^roper allowances made for 
the indifcretions of thofe who took a tenjporary lead in the 
fixceffes, and for the ufual appearances of human nature in a 
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Kate 6( e3dtreme agitation ; I fay, when all thefe circumftandeil 
fere confidered maturely, and proper allowances made, I appre-* 
litJnd the infurreftioii in the weftern counties of Pennfylva-* 
nia will not form a very ftrong exception to tile mildnefs o( 
the American charader* 

Having been an early a£lor in, and an attentive ob-» 
ferver of^ the American revolution and ^ts confequences, 
and having been under early apprchenfions, that the introduc- 
tion of the excife fyftem without competent arrangements 
for the prompt execution of it would put the American cha- 
lra£ler to a new teft, and thefc apprehenfiorts being excited by 
the d;:2p rooted prejudices which I knew to have always ex- 
Iftcd again ft it in the weftern country, where providence 
..had ordered my lot, I was anxious to procure a repeal of the law, 
or, that not appearing to be then attainable, to have it lb mo« 
diBed as to give the leaft poffible caufe of irritation. I was 
aireiltive, as far as I had an opportunity to imprefs the people 
with whom I correfponded, witK a fenfe of the danger of 
riots, and to advife thofe intrufted with tli« execution of the 
kws to purfue fuch meafurcs as might feafonably difcourage 
a difpofition to violent oppofition; but my advice to this pur- 
pofenot being tak?n» I. fat down in folemn filende, to wait the 
event. And unfortunately, that event happened which my 
fears had in fome meafure anticipated, and which I had forfome 
time fufpeCbed was defired by fome, who appear to have 
%been much better acquainted, than I was, with the difpofition 
that led to the infurrcdion, and were poflefled of the means . 
of preventing it. I was more fortunate, however, ifi my pri- * 
vate correfpondents ; for, with one lonely exception, they were 
all uniformly friends of order. 

Such an extraordinary event happening fo near to tlie place 
of my refKlence, and among a people who then formed a 
part of my immediate conftituents, and fuddenly fpreading its 
influence over a coufiderable extent of country, and involving 
not only the aftors, but thofe who endeavoured to quench the 
fpreading flame, and even fuch as ftudied to a6t the part of 



lieiitrai obfcrvers, in anxiety and dread, and determining thott 
wlio adminiftcred the government to have recourfc to the phyfi- 
cai power of the nation, feemed to me a proper fubjefk for 
hiilorical inveftigation. 

I conceived, that a record of the infurrediion, and of the 

circumftanccs which led to it, and the events conne£ked with 

it, might te of ufe, to teach the citizens in other places, and 

perhaps in future times, tlie danger of fiiiall beginnings in 

making oppofition to eftabliflied laws, and of corinefling their 

refpeft to the government, with the prejudices they , may eh-. 

tertain againft perfons in ofiBce, or even with thcii' prepoflef- 

iions againlt particular laws, tt may alfo teach the lovers of 

order, the impropriety of afFeftirig a heutirality of donduft, iii 

the time of civil convulfiori. They will difcover, that if a 

fpirit of diforder is permitted to prevail, no charafltcr or in^ 

tereft in foci(ity will be fecu^ed from its effefis. And that it 

government is reduced to the ncceffity of extraordinary efFortSi 

even the innocent may not always be fecure froiii hardfliips in 

the refult. 

A knowledge of thefc events may be of life even to thdfe 
•wlio are intrufted with the adminift'ration of the government, 
if fuch a crifis Ihould ever again happen, or rather fof iht • 
falutary purpofe of guarding againft fuch emerg«ncies. 

If a record of cafcd in the pra£lice of medicine is of ufe 
for the prevention or cure of difeafes in the animal fyftem, 
certainly a knowledge of the difeafes which fomctimes (hake 
the political frame may be of future advantage, for preventing 
or correfting fucheVents. This is the more neceflary in 
fuch a government as ours, the ftability and profperity of 
which depend fo much on the confidence of the citizens at 
large. 

' 1 had many reafons for wifliing this work to have been 
performed by fome other hand. To write impartially 6f tranf- 
a£tions, wlerein fo many living charafters are concerned, is 
not a very defirable work, and can fcarcely fail of being cen- 
fured by fome. Howeverj being confcious that I am not in-; 



ilucnccd hy hopes or fears, and "being at a time, and In a fitu- 
ationof life, that leaves me little to dread or hope., from the 
frowns or favours of partjr, or of men in power, I Jbave ftudied 
impartiality in the^charaifliers. I.haye delineated, and the fafts 
ivhich' J have ftated ; and I have fought after ttuth with the. 
titmoft folicitude. Indeed,'! have declined introducing fuch 
perfons by name, efpecially, where there was any thing dif- 
agreeable attached to their chars^fk^r, as were not already ren- 
dered Very prominent in thefe tranlaftions. 

Ahiftotyof the weftern infutreftion is alfo neceflary, to 
corrcfk wrong information that is gone abroad Concerning it. 
Indeed, the citizens of the iTnited States, having lio authen- 
tic; channels, through which to derive information concerning 
it, can , form their opinion only from defultory apd iinconnec- 
ted reports, and if there are any, who through prejudice ot 
any other motive, have ftudipufly mifreprefented Ibme material 
circumftanccs refpefking it, or injured the charaflers of any 
of the agents ■ engaged one way bi other in it, the ncccflit]^ 
that there Ihould be fonic refponfible ftandard fpr correfling 
fuch miftakes, whether tliey are wilful or inadvertent, is th^ 
greater* 

i was foon convinced of the neceffity of fuch a work, an4 . 
early turned my attention towards making preparations for it, 
but delayed the execution in hopes, that fome other perfon . 
would undertake it ; but finding that ho perfon engaged in it, on 
% planfufficiently extenfive, I refumed the tafk, but fuppref- 
fed a number of incidents, which, though they were interefting 
in tliemfelves, were not eflential to the underftanding of the 
general fubje£t, the retaining of which would have fwelled 
the work too much. Many more of thefe thail I intended to in- 
fert arc to Ijc found related in a very entertaining manner, in a 
work written by Mr. Brackenridge, which being, however, 
chiefly confined to what fell under his own obfervaition, is not 
fufficiently extenfiye in its plan to fuperfede the neceffity oiF 
this work. ' In fome few inftaiiccs, the fafts are differently 
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ftated. In feveral inftances, I have myfelf liad occafion td 
correft the information on which I firft depended. 

No part of thefe tranfa£lions have been more mifreprefen- 
tcd, than the conferences of the commiffioners from the fe- 
cond Parkifon ferry meeting, with the Prefident of the United 
States, at Carlifle, and this feems to have been done with ^ 
criminal defign. Aware, that fome mifreprefentations might be 
inade (thoygh not of the extent to which they have been car- 
ried), Mr. Redick and myfelf were attentive in keeping the difr 
courfes in memory, and had frequently, both feparately, and 
together, repeated the fubftance of them, but particularly, 
thofc delivered at the meeting convened at Parkifon's ferry to 
receivjc the report of our miffion. I wrote out the fubftance of 
the difcourfcs delivered in the various conferences with the Pre-? 
fident,andfent themto Mr- Redick for his correft^on, before ^ 
infertedtheminthis work. Though the Prefidciit cxprefled him^ 
felf more largely than is here inferted, yetwe only ftudied toprc- 
ferve the fcope and as nearly in his own language as we could. 

However neceflary it was for my own vindication, to in- 
troduce my own name and charafter fo much in the latter part; 
pf this work, I would not have troubled ^he reader with it, 
if my conduG, and the conduft of fome of my friends, had 
fiot been evidently mifreprefcnted^ \^ith ^ viewv ^o ^a(^ ^q 
pd^Hm on Republican principle^, 
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If the numerous difficulties encountered 
and hardfhips fuftained, by the people inhabiting the 
weftern counties of Pennfylvania, were to be minute- 
ly rMated, and their behaviour under them fairly da- 
ted, their conduA generally would be entitled to a 
much greater proportion of approbation than blame, 
and their fufFerings would have a powerful claim on the 
fjrmpathy of their fellow citizens. But it is not my 
intention to give a hiftory of the peculiar circumftan- 
ces, with which the firft fettlement and progrefs of 
that country was accompanied. A very fuperficial 

B 
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(ketch of it, however, will be tieceffary to the right un- 
derftanding of the circutnftances which influenced thofe 
diforders, which in the year 1794 rofe to fuch a height 
as to be denominated ^n Infurredlion. 

As foon as General Boquet had eftablilhed peace 
with the Indians north-weft of the Ohio, in the year 
1766, a number of people commenced a feltlement 
on the lands adjacent to Redftone creek, which emp- 
ties into the Monongahela river, about forty miles a- 
bove its junAion with the Allegany a? Pitl{l)urgh. ' 

The boundary line not, being then run between 
Pennfylvania and Virginia, and the land not having 
been purchafcd from the Indians, no legal title could 
be obtained for land, but it was well known that both 
provinces had always admitted the right of pre-emption 
to xhofe who had fettled and improved on the land, 
previous to warrants having iffued for it to any other 
perfons. 

The proprietary of Pennfylvania having, in the 
year 1768, purchafed the country from the Indians 
as far weft as the Allegany and Ohio rivers, opened an 
office for tl^e fale of thofe lands or the ^d of April 1 769. 
Wlien the office was opened he max^e pa^oclaiaition, 
andf inftrii^d his furveyor^ tp refpeift the laads of ac* 
tu4l fectlerf who h^4 .iwprm^<i to ([hq v^lgie ^f five 
poundSiL ar«d ^t ti3 fuf v^y ^hc^ on wfti^rants (^ loga- 
tiofiS) of a. .d^H:^. pqft^^ioi: ^ the ((^ttlea^QCa, except to 
thofe l^ wfeqm ^ fetti§mf |3it^ wet^ m^ti^ 

FaY0iajre4 bythis.i|i4^g§ni(;?e, whicb however w« 
tifVfal hk b^h provinces, few of thofe 'who lived 
^dj^ceia^ -K) Ihe Maao^g^els, and hzd already oc- 
cupiied ^ kads, applied t^ ^le. o3ioe foi: locations ox 



INSURRECTION. 19 

warrants* They were not certain to which province 
the foil belonged, and probably had a fecret wifli that 
it feouMi belong to Virginia ; becanfe ill that cafe it 
would Gdft them but about one fourteenth part of the 
price for which land was fold in Pennfyivania, and 
xneci eafily believe according to their wiflfles. 

In or abeiit the year ^774, governor Lord Dun* 
mwe op^iled feveral offices for the fale of land with- 
in the boutkJd of what are now called the four weftern 
Cduntks of Fennfylvania. The warrants were grant- 
ad 6n paying two fliilHngs and fix-pence fees : The 
purchafe money was trifling, being only teri fliillingaf 
pel? hundred acres, and even that was not demanded. 
This was ah eflfe<5laal itiducenieiit to apply to Dun- 
mot^ agents in preference to the Pennfylvania land- 
office J th^ latid beiftg the property of the king was at 
tim diijpofal of the governor, who alfo procured a 
court of Virgiiaia to be extended to the Ohio, arid in 
a Ikort time two county courts were held fouth of the 
Monongahcl*, and one north of it at Redftone old fort, 
all of thena Within the territory fince afcertairied to 
bekfng 10 P*»nffyJvania. Lord Dunmore alfo com- 
menced an tmprovoked war againft the' Indians theii 
aiC peace, and led out an expedition againft their towns, 
iu defence 6( which a fcvere battle was fought at the 
ifiiOiltbc^ the great Kenhawa ; in which, though the In- 
dians werfe defedfted, the White people loft 9 numbef 
di men. 

¥t>&m tihe firft fettlement of thk territory the itih^- 
bitants had fuffered by occafional predatory excurfiioflls 
e£ the Indiati^s^ but there bad been no general war 
wkb ihettt. It wte Well iwdetftobd that the defign of 
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the Britifh governor was to ejnbroil the colonies with 
each other, and to produce a general Indian war, in 
order to turn their attention fr6m the rapid progrefs 
of Britifli encroachments, or weaken their confidence 
in each other, and oblige them to exhauft their 
ftrength in an Indian war. Though he failed in the 
firft, he was too fuccefsful in the laft ; for his wanton 
attack on the Indians laid the foundation for that favage 
enmity N;/hich they difplayed in their ceafelefs depre- 
dations committed on the weftern frontiers duringthe 
whole courfe of the revolutionary war, and which 
probably is not yet extinguiflied. 

The governor of Pennfylvania having opened the 
land-office in April 1769, feveral thoufands of loca- 
tions were applied for on the firft day. The greateft 
number of thefe was taken for land laying north of the 
Monongahela, in what yet continues to be Wcftmore- 
land county, to the greater part of which the claim of 
Virginia was never fuppofed to extei;d, and great 
numbers made adual fettlements in that country with- 
out any office rights. This fettlement was very ra- 
pidly extended under Pennfylvania, as far north 
as Crooked creek, above forty miles north of the 
Monongahela, and the firft fettlers were generally a 
more fober, orderly people,' than commonly happens 
in the firft fettlement of new countries.. A great pro- 
portion of them were farmer's fons, or farmers them- 
felves, with rifing families, who emigrated from the 
old counties, and who were generally acquainted with 
each other. 

The legiflature eredled all the country, weft of the 
Laurel-hill into a county by the naiiie of Weftmorc- 



INSURRECTION. 21 

land, but did not fix a peiraanent feat of juftice, 
on accountv of the unfettled ftate of the country. 
The courts were provifionally held at Hanna's-town, 
about three miles north of Greenfburgh, the prefent 
county town. This county was ereded fome years 
previous to the extenfion of the Virginia courts into 
that country. 

After the Virginia courts were erecfled a ftrange 
ftate of fociety was produced, in that part of Weft- 
moreland county which now forms the counties of 
Wafhington and Fayette, and that part of Allegany 
which lies fouth of the Monongahela. Juftices of the 
peace, who were then judges of the court in both 
ftates, held commiffions under, and executed the laws 
of, their refpedive flates, in fuch a manner as that ma- 
giftrates, militia officers, &c. exercifed their authori- 
ty, over the, people in the fame fettlcment, according 
as they made their eledion of fubmitting to the one 
or the other. Many fubmitted alternately to the one 
or the other, as it comported with their intereft or their 
caprice, and it is reafonable to believe that by many 
neither was well fubmitted to. This relaxed ftate of 
fociety encouraged a greater number of ungovernable 
people to fettle among them than otherwife would 
have done. 

When the boundary line was amicably fettled to- 
wards the end of the Britifti war, a number of thofe 
who. had imbibed the greateft prejudice againft the 
laws of Pennfylvania, together with thofe who were 
offended at the high price, which thofe who had al- 
ways adhered to Pennfylvania were obliged to pay for 
their land, projeded a plan for ereding a new ftaie. 
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Sy the tQrms of fettling the boundary every perfon 
was to hold his land oxi; the terms under which be had 
firfi feUled* The new ilate fclieme being made trea-^ 
fanable by a law of Peonfylvaniat was no further at- 
(;ei3s»pted« but mtny of thofe who had ftrong prejudi- 
Qe$ ?gainft the govemnaent of Pennsylvania, fold their 
plantations, and gave place to others. 

During the whole time of the war with Britain, 
and for fome time after it ceafcd^ the country was cru- 
elly wafted by perpetual lavage depredations. The fron- 
tier was equally expofed on all fides^ round the whole 
^xteat of the country^ except perhaps a few miles on 
i;he «aft» ixear Youghiogaaty river. The wholie of what 
}» now Wcftmoreland and Allegany counties, excqpc a 
v€jry few towtrfhips, was either actually laid waftc, or the 
inhabitants obliged to flielterthemfelves in forts. The 
then county town of W«fl;moreland was^ aitackzd ia 
the time of courts and though the records were pre- 
ferved, yet the town, with moft of the property it 
contained, was burnt ; a number were atfo killed and 
taken prifoners. The Indians were fo numerous m 
to afford juft ground to apprehend, that they would 
4cfti5oy the other ftacions^ where people were colidAed, 
and a detached party did JdU feverai at the next fia^ 
tion; however the firing, which was continued in 
plgtoons againfl: the fort all that day^ was fo loud as to 
be heard cHilindlly at. eight or nine miles diftaau^. 
Tbis^. wilb the alarm given by thofe iwfao efcaped from 
the court, put the people in the inteiior part of the 
country on their guard. At this time it was ufuai 
with the Indians, to attack thofe fettlcmcnts in grcal 
force, accompanied by the. militia of Canad^. 
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But though the northern frontier of this country 
wa8 thus perpetually harraffed, thofc in the more 
fouthwardly fetdements were by no means exempted 
from their flbare of the general diftrcfs. Scarcely a 
neighbourhood in that whole extent of country, where 
iavage cruelty could not be diftitwaiy traced by tht 
deftrudion of property and-^be-Jjiood of the inhabi- 
tants. The competition between the two rival go- 
vernments, by preventing their union and fyftcm, 
greatly weakened their exertions in the common de- 
fenccj and it was near the clofe of the war, before 
m^y accommodation was likely to take place by ar- 
Tangements being made for an amicable adjuftment 
of the boundary line. 

Though this ftate of fociety was extremely difa*- 
greeable, and naturally invited to the difplsy of an 
ungovernable difpofition, and in fad prevented pro- 
per meafures for promotiBg the education of youdi, 
and while it continued difcouraged minifters of the 
golpel from fettling in the country, yet it muft be 
acknowledged, that notwithftanding the party animofi- 
ty^ the controvcrfy was conduced with a milder fpirit 
than has been ufually difcovercd in fimilar fituations. 
Though there were fome inflances of oppofkion to 
the execution of the laws of the interfering ftates, yet 
there were no outrageous riots, no lives ioft, no de- 
ftxudlioii of property. One perfon indeed loft his life 
at Pictflburgh in a party quarrel, but it was a private 
quarrel, not a riot. On the whole, crimeij do not 
appearto have beem nacre frequent there than in places 
wiiere fuch circumftances did not exift. I went to 
rcfide in the weiQicra country about the time this con- 
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• 

troverfy was near the conclufion, and obferved a 
good deal of heat and animofity, but no violence, nor 
traces of it. 

How different was this from other contefts of the 
fame nature. The bloodChed and violence committed 
in the controverfy about the boundary line between 
Pennfylvania and Maryland, are ftill remembered by 
the name of the Conejaghally war; fome of the he- 
rocs, who gained their military fame by their exer- 
tions in that war, have not been many years de- 
ceafed. 

The conteft between Pennfylvania and the Con- 
nedicut claimants has occafioned- bloodChed and nu- 
merous ads of outrageous violence, both before and 
fince the revolution. And notwithftanding the de- 
cree of a court of Congrefs, determining the right 
of territory to be in Pennfylvania, yet that ftate has, 
fince the decree of fettlement, been obliged to fend 
different military expeditions into that country.Though 
confiderable fev^rity has marked the progrefs of fome 
of thefe expeditions, yet they have not proved ade- 
quate to the objed. Recourfe has been had to quiet- 
ing laws ; but thefe, though made on the mofl gene- 
rous principles, have been defeated by the claimants 
in whofe favour they were made, and the commiflion- 
ers of peace obliged to fave their lives by flight, or 
be taken prifoners. Even Mr. Pickeriqg, the then 
prothonotary of Luzerne county, but now the fecre- 
tary of ftate, when deciding on a beneiicent law, which 
he had done much to procure in their favour, was vi-^ 
©lently feized and detained many days a prifoner in 
the woods, from whence he with difficulty efcaped. 
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Nor has this controverfy yet fubfided. A Pennfyl- 
vanian dare not even now fetlle on his own land. Onit 
who lately attempted it was {hot in his lodging, 
and though, in the opinion of the court, the murder 
was fully proved, a verdidl could not be obtained a- 
gainft the criminal. A combination has long exifted^ 
and ftill does exift, in that country, in declared op- 
poiition to the laws, and too ftrong for the ordinary 
powers of the civil magiftrate. 

How different this from the conduA of the people 
in the weftern counties. There, there was no necef- 
fity to call to thcif aid the authority of Congrefs, 
no armies had to bcT marched againll them, nor any 
unconftitutiotlal laws palled impairing the rights of 
contraA in their favour.They fubmitted to the decifions 
of the 5>rdinary courts of the refpedive ftates, if n©t 
wholly without murmuring, yet Mriihout jQagrant c^- 
pofition or peifonid violence. 
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CHAP. II. 

Of the State Exci/e Law. 



Under the colonial government of 
Pennfylvania, in the year I756, an excife had been' 
levied on imported fpirits. The legiflatures of the 
colonies, having no power to levyimpofts at the ports, 
took that method of difcouraging the confumption 
of foreign fpirits and raifing a revenue from it. The 
law was enadeft for a limited time, and the revenue 
arifing from it appropriated to the redemption of 
certain bills of credit. In March lyyS^the former excife 
law was revived, and the tax was extended not only to 
wine, rum, and brandy, but to fpirits diftilled from 
the natural produdls of the province, excepting what 
was for the private ufe of the owner. 

I never have underftood that the law as far as it 
refpeded domeftic produce was executed. I knew 
nothing of it at the time, and though I was acquaint- 
ed with many diftillers, I never heard of an excifc- 
man vifiting them. I have made enquiry, fmce that 
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time, of many who were born and refided in different 
counties of tl>e province, fome of whom had ftill^, 
and cannot difcovef that they knew any thing about 
the execution of that part of the law. Probably all 
that was.diftilled from domeftic produce was conlidered 
as for the ufe of the owner, -and this was indeed, in 
a great meafure, the cafe, for the citizens took their 
rye and malt to the ftill, nearly on the iame princi- 
ples as they took their grift to the mill, and paid for 
the diftillation either in kind or an ecjuivalent in mo- 
ney. At this time rum diftilled from mokffes became 
aa article of great confumption ; it was purchafed at 
from two.fliillings to two and fixpence per gallon by 
the barrel; and as it coft the farmers nothing to bring 
it home in the waggons with which they hawled out 
their floiur, they found it to be more profitable than 
their own whiftey. 

In the time of the revolutionary war, when nei- 
ther foreign rum nor molaflbs could be imported, the 
demand for domeftic diftilled fpirits for the army and 
for general confumption became exceeding great, and 
the manufaduring of it became fo profitable, that not 
only thc! rye but a great (Quantity of wheat wjs con- 
fomed by diftillation. In many parts of the coun- 
try you could fcarcely get out of fight of the fmoke of 
a ftill-houfe* The citizens became alarmed, left the 
army Ihould fuffer for want, of bread, for the troops, 
and forage for the horfes. The clergy from the pul- 
pits, and in fome inftances by judicial warnings of 
prefbyteries^ inveighed againft this alarming deftruc- 
tion of bread, from the army and the poor, and againft 
the ftill-houfes, as the general nurferies of intoxication 



28 HISTORYOFTKE 

and liccntioufnefs. There was no law then hi force 
to prevent diftillers from felling in fmall cjaantities;, 
confequently thofe who loved to get drunk aft a fmall 
expence, reforted to the ftilJs. The manneils of our 
youth were much endangered by the number off the 
ftills, and' by aiTociatrng .with, foch as ufuaily reforted 
to thefe recepticles af vice. The army foo« felt th< 
effedls of this wafte of grain to an alarming de- 
gree. 

In March 1779, the affembly enaftcd a law to pre- 
vent the dift illation of all kinds of grain or meal, bu* 
in OAober following it was repealed fo far as to per- 
mit the diftillation of rye and barley. The vaft numt- 
ber of hands employed in the militia and {tending ar- 
my had leffened the number of labouring haiids ; tliie 
low price of grain at the beginning of tb© war h^ 
difcouraged the farmers, and many through the ftate, 
who were difafFedied to the revolution, or principled 
againft war, had raifed lefs grain tban ufual, witb a 
defign to prevent the army from being fupplied^j 
Thefe circumtfances, added to the confumption by 
diftillation, gave fuch a ferious alarm as rendered it 
neceflary not only to difcourage the diftilling of gram, 
but to lay an embargo on the ej^portation of gnih and 
flour in the port of Philadel|)hia. Diftillatiorr, by 
the abufes attending it, and exorbitant profits made by 
it, was becoifie unpopular, and the neeeflSey of a re- 
venue was become extremely urgent to prcferve th^ 
exiftence of the government itfelf. 

This was undoubtedly a fituatibn that juflified off 
every principle the levying an excifc, and this con- 
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vi<?tipil 5^as fo general iimoiig the people, that a cctifi*' 
derable revenue wa$ raifed from it during the contintp-' 
ance of the war. 

In the year 178a, Cottgrefs refolved that an al- 
lowance fliould be made to the army for the dcprecia* 
tion of itg pa^y, and required the ftates^efpeftivcly to 
liquidate and prox^ide for the difcharge of it. The 
State of f ennlylvania iffued certificates for the liqui- 
dated depreciation, and made it optional for the hold- 
ers to receive paper bills emitted on the credit of the 
State to the difcharge of the one third of the amount; 
thefe bills being then much deprecisited, though after- 
wards redeemed at par, many cf the certificate holders 
declined to accept of them. A large tradl of land Weft 
ofthe Ailegany-river, andfome eonfifcatcd property, 
were appropriated for the final difcharge of that debt; 
but the confifcated property Was but of fmall value, 
and the mortgaged property could not then be render- 
ed produdlive. Wh^n it was brought into the market 
feveral years after peace was reftored, and fold by ' 
aud^ion, only a fmall portion of it could be fold at 
any price, and what did fell went at a very low rate. 
The rsfge for land fpeculation had not then com- 
rtienced. 

The fegiflature always treated the depreciation 
^aS 2( favolired claim, and the funds appropriated 
for the difcharge of it not being produdlive, on 
the application of the officers of the Pennfylvania 
line a law was paffed, by which the revenue arifing 
from the excife was appropriated to the payment of 
the intereft and the fin?«l difcharge of that debt, 
though every other fource of revenue was then 
brought into operation, even to an oppreflive extent. 
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yet the proceeds were appropriated to fatisfy the 
requifitions of Gongrefs, and to other in^ifpenfible 
purpofes; confequently no provifion was made for 
the debt due for militia fervices» fupplies, 8cc. till the 
year 1 785, when revenues were appropriated for pay- 
ing the intereft of both the debt of the State, and of 
the United States, iii the hgnds of citizens who were 
original holders. A fum was alfo given in aid of the ex- 
cife, to difcharge the arrears of intereft due on the 
depreciation debt • 

If the excife tax could have been collected, it would^ 
in a fhort time, not only have paid the intereft, but 
difcharged the principal of the depreciation debt. In 
1 786, Mr. Robert Morris made a propofal.to the.com- 
mittee of ways and means to take it on farm, and pay 
into the .flate treafury feventy thoufand pounds. per 
annum ; but farming of revenues having been prac-^ 
tifed only under defpotic governments, and perhaps, 
only pradicable there, the propofal was rejeded, but. 
no doubt was entertained but that a neat fum to that 
amount might have been produced by it, if it could 
have been collected ; but when it was beft colleded it 
produced only fifteen thoufand pounds, and that only 
for two or three years ; and this was chiefly raifed from 
imported fpirits and winc$; but the neighbour- 
ing ftates not having excife laws, even, the excife 
tax on foreign liquors was much evaded. 

For fome time after the fettlement of the weftern. 
Counties commenced, diftillation was not introduced, 
but the fpirits confui^d. there were .brought, from, the . 
eaft fide of the mountains, and during the war little, 
progrefs could be made in promoting the manufac- 
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ture of Spirits ; confequently little attention was p^id 
to tbecoUcdion of excife in that country, though I 
find that the prothonotary of Wefttnoreland coUeded 
ibme in that County under his authority of coUedihg 
the tax on tavern licences. It naight have been longer 
negleded, if the excife offices for thofe counties had 
not been urgently iblicited by one Graham, who for- 
merly kept the black-horfe tavern in Market-ftreet, 
and who obtained a commiffion for coUefling the excife 
tax in all the weftern counties. A perfon of a more fair 
charadtcr and greater difcretion would have been ne- 
ceffary for the fuccefsful difcharge of that truft, but 
fuch did not apply. , - 

Before this time, it was generally known that very 
little of the excife tax on domeftic diftilled fpirits was 
then colledled in the old fettled counties; in moft of 
them none at all. Mr. Bartholomew, the excife of- 
ficer of Philadelphia, informed me that he had declined 
demanding it from the diftillers of grain or fruit. 
The members of aflembly from Chefter county, 
fome of whom were diftillers, faid that none was col- 
leAed there. • This was generally known to have been 
the cafe throughout the ftate at large, but more efpeci- 
ally in thofe counties bordering on other flates. 

None of the neighbouring ftates having excife laws, 
rendered it the more impradicable and odioiisin Penn- 
fylvania. The State of New Jerfey, preffed with the debts 
contraded in the courfe of the war, and having neither 
commercial revenue, nor any lands to difpofe of, confe- . 
quently having no refources from impofts or land offices, 
as the neighbouring ftates of New-York and Pennfyl- 
vania had, attempted abooit this time to aid her revenue 
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bjr stn eoccife, hut never could bring it into operation : 
It W3{^ vrhoily defeated in the firft attenipitby a powers 
6^ Ciombiniition of the citizens of that flate. 

ThcitP circuwmaAces were well known in the we£- 
tom counties, and occafioned them to be more reluc- 
taxstin the payt^ent of that tax. Thofe who had beex^ 
prgudiced ag^inft the laws of Pennfylvania, and 9e* 
v»r expenencdd an excife tax, dMcovered a fertous re^ 
pugnance to the execution of it. However the diftil« 
kr$ in Weftmorcland pretty generally fettled with th45 
coUQ<^r of excife, and paid him (rpni^derable fums of 
iXKWiey, He often converfed with me on the fubjecU 
and acknowledged that he fucceeded equal to Hs ex- 
p^datioi^. 

The people however complained that the coljeiflor 
aSted $:oi^rary to law in feveral inftances, and he ac- 
knowledged he did to Col. Cook the Judge of the court, 
and told him that the magiftrates ought to prote<3 him 
in doing fo in foroe inftances, as it contributed to the 
public fervices. He was informed that if he did not 
confider himfelf to be bound by the laws in thedifcharg^ 
of his duty, he muft not be furprifcd if the people 
did not regulate jheir condud towards him agreeably 
to the laws. 

However he met with no interruption, till feme 
time after at the court of Weftm^relandi when in the 
evening a xngn in difguife, fupported by feveral others, 
called him to the door of his chamber, and attempted 
to pull him put, telling him. that he wa3 Belzebub, and 
would deliver him to a nup^ber of oth^r dej^iis who 
waited for him without. But the colledor being ann-^ 
ed with piftplsilood on his defence, and with the aflaft- 
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ance of fome in tlie room kept them out, nor would 
he fufFcr thofe in the room to go out during the 
night. 

The coIleAor commenced a profecution againft 
the perfon, who, he fuppofed, perfonated Bekebiib, 
and fome others, but latisfacSlory proof being given to 
the court, that the colle<5lor bad miftaken the perfon, 
h^ was of courfe acquitted, and the collector's charac* 
ler was fo freely treated by fome of the gentlemen of 
the bar, th^ he left the court as fbpn as he perceiv* 
ed his miftake' was difcovered. An imputation of a 
miftake of that kind had been alleged againfl him for- 
Qierly. To do him juftice however, I fufped that 
he rath^er millook the time than the perfon. Greater 
miftakes of the fame nature have fince been made by 
others. 

Some time after this, however, he met with werfe 
treatment in Wafliington county. He was there at- 
tacked by a mob, who, after {having him, cutting off 
his hair, and drefling his horfe'is mane and tail in fuch 
a manner as to disfigure him, brought him into Weft- 
m€>feland county and let him> go% No doubt other at« 
tempts were made to intimidate and difcourage Wm^ 
but I have neither heard from himfelf nor any other 
perftm, of any fubfequent outrages committed againft 
him I have never underftood how much money he 
received. I believe in fome inftances he compound-^ 
ed for what he could get without trouble, and as there 
was no check on him, he probably detained the iargeft 
{hare of the mon^ ia his own haods« When the fa-^ 
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preiB^ ji^ges C2me %o bold a court of Oy«r find Ter^ 
miner in WaCbaDgton, he cqmmtnccd a profctcatioii 
againft twelve perfons, who were convidled and fifie4t> 
and cpmpeiled to p9y high da^mages to the og^leflor, 
which I am ii^ormed he t?eceived^ and then re%ne4 
has conamifliou. 

After^ard^, Z T^nisf th^ mv^ 4li Craig acceptcsi 
i?f liie office of ^xcife for tfae -wefterti coanties. His 
fbn, who a(^ed as hi€ depi^t^r, I 9^as aecpiaiated wkh^ 
he behaved hiiofelf welU and ^^pefred to be fuccefs-^ 
ful ; hut his father getting into &mt quarrels, near 
the plaoe of his refidapise, comp^iiits went ?g^mS: 
Jxirn* and he was x^mf^^ 

The reprefe»tative6firpa3itb^e counties were much, 
impoi'tuned ^o.ii9ye..th!e law r^e^^i iHit this ccHa^iijL 
not be done until fome other fUnd could be procure4 
tP appriopf iate a$ a fubjE^itute, and all the other funds 
w*rc at this time ov«bmthc»ed. They wrere laaprtir 
fied however 'to fcgetbc authority of» the ftptjp degxadi^ 
by the uoa-e»cco*aott of the excife lawt Tp remedy 
this .evdl fcveral ujifuccefrful endeav^m^s were m^4fiiq 
rcvife the law, and to procjire mftre refpeiflable pflg-r 
cers. 

Jjohn Baird, Efq. thei? a i^Msoibjer of the foprejnfi 
executive council of ibe fta£«, aad ?Byfetf, ^£li«4 
to a refpcdjiieperfon, welj kno^pii ^a that country, 
and Qbtained his confentdt^ ff rvpf but wljen tb^ com^ 
miiEon anrh/fid he^decUned acf»pt|Qg it* Before the 
lawicas^tieiteadedii aoocher pecipo^ m^U fualifi^d for; 
the appotisktment,, icoejpted j)f It, ^^d^pt his c^c^ 
for fpme time in Pittfbutgh, but foon refigned it. 
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There ^ere no- riota biiif tiiofe t have xaeffltfened a*? 
gftittft' Grahatti r but aa all thofc who heM tte ©flBc^ 
irecer^ed fbni€^ money, forwhkh it was hdimitA^ihef 
never accoUirfedi (probably tiiej^ did nbc receive 
nM>re tBair Was' a cdmjetient coiiijienfatSon')i thQfe thai 
paid at firft, feeing otbersidbape vAth impunityy re* 
fufed to comply. 1 hey all knew, that in the old 
counties it was generally paid only on foreign li- 
quors. 

Some may with to know how the people in fo re- 
mote a country knew fo well what was done in the 
eaftern counties. It is neceffary they fhould be 
informed, that a great proportion of the weftern far- 
mers ufually go over the mountains, every year after 
feeding time, to bring up their fait, when they ge- 
nerally vifit their friends, where they formerly rcfid- 
ed, and are informed of the news of the country. 
AH the fait, and many other articles confumed in 
the weftern counties, are purchafed from the ftore- 
keepers on the eafl fide of the mountains, and carried 
to the weflern counties on horfe-back, in cags, or 
bags. In this way they have to carry it from above one 
to two hundred miles. 

It was long expeAed, that the thirteen flatea 
would agree to veft Congrefs with the power djF levy- 
ing an import on goods imported. Under this im- 
preffion the funding law of the fl^te was enafled in 
^7^5- The depreciation debt had been funded be-- 
fbre, and one year s intereil had been paid on a great 
part of the domeflic debt. This had been done with 
a view to equalize the diflreflcs oi the citizens, and 
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give, a check to the prevailing fpeculaiions on certifi- 
cates, and raife the price in the market of thofe which 
had not been alienated, till Congrefs , could provide 
otherwife for thpm, which was then daily expeAed 
to be put in their power by the thirteenth flate agree- 
ing to the five per cent, impofl. ,..:,. 



INSURRECTION. 37 



C H A P. III. 



When Ac federal government was 
organifed, and before provilion had been made (on; 
the public debt, the aflembly of Pennfylvania repeal- 
ed the law for levying a dired tax, and left the excile 
unrepealed. This meafure was much influenced by 
one of the members of Congrefs, who refided in the 
city, and had newly returned from congrels at New'- 
York ; the lame who always introduced the meafures, . 
oiiginated by the Secretary of the treafury, in the form 
of refolves, in the Houfe of Reprefentatives ; but it 
was oppofed by a numerous minority, of which the 
weftem members compofed a part. They wiflied 
to continue the direft tax a year longer, that the earlieft 
oppprtunity might be taken of repealing the excife 
law, ^ So much embarrafled were the revenues of the 
itate by the premature repeal of the dired tax^ that in 
the next feflion the legiflature had to borrow fi^ty 
thoufand pounds from the Bank of North America on 
mortgage, and to negociate with the late proprietaries, 
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to get them to receive certificates inftead of calh, for a 
debt due them by the commonwealth. How far dif* 
appointing the public creditors of the flatc, by pre- 
maturely embarrafling its revenues, and continuing 
the ftate exclfe when the dired tax was repealed, was 
intended to promote the plan for affuming the ftate 
debt, and levying a general excife, which tranfpired 
foon after, the reader who has been attentive to thofe 
meafures in their progrefs will be able to judge for 
himfelf. ^ ^; 

It is well known, that tlie plan Veported by the 
fecretary of the treafury to the fecond mion of the firft 
Congrefs was rejected at that time, an* agfnn brought 
f^rWattf itrthr M' fcflion of fliat €!'o^greft, and enaded 
iftf i i few, Con^refr then fitting i*i Ph'ilad*lpfei«ii 

iPhe legiUature of the ftate beiiig then alio in fef- 
ijoft, tlie iiemberis of the hbufe of rcprefentatives Be- 
came eixceedfeglf alarmed at the intredudfedn of an' 
excife;and adopted* refolntions ^xpreffive of their fenfe 
of the etcife bffl theii before Congrefs; The refoJvcs 
were defi^ned to have been fent to f he Senate cT die 
United States not as inftrudlions bj^ whfch they were 
to \^ boundi but as a declaration of thefenfe and wifli- 
es of* rh6 'ftatfe of Fennfyfvaiiia tcfptdSxig m ex!cife 
fyftemV 

The fubftance of theffc rdfolutions were r Firflr, A 
decrafiitioil of a right in the ftate legiflatbi-^vto givie ao^ 
oplnidri on every thing cjf a public nature' which has' 
a tendency to deffroy; the rights' of the peppier Se-^ 
cond. That the procfeeidlngs of Cbrtgr'elV, tcriding w 
the colIe(Sion of a rev^emie'by mearts^ of air excife,' 
ought to attradt the attention of tliehbuiV: Tbnd,That 
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no pvibHc emergency then exifled to wAtrant the a* 
doption ©f any fpeciesof taxation, that would y^l»tp 
the rights which were the bails of the government, anci 
thereby exhibit the Angular fpeclacle, of a nation opr 
poling the oppre0km of others, to enflave itfelf. 

In the difcqfljon of thefe refolutions there Wi^xf 
none who argued in favour of thc.excifc* The objecr- 
tions were confined to the right of the houfe to inter- 
fere in fedei^l meaiures. I was a member at the time, 
and voted in favour of the refolutions ; but had at firft 
fome difficulty with refpeA to the right of interfeiv- 
^xnce. Since that time we find, however, that otha* 
fiate legislatures have frequently interfered, by giving 
their opinion on important federal meafures, without 
being cenfured for it* The Yeas and Nays were i^ 
ken on the refcduitions, and the reafons given at large 
on the journals* By the journals of that leifion of the 
houfe p£ reprefeotatives of the, Qeneral AiTetmbly, it 
appears, that theDe were forty votes in favour of the icr 
felutions, and fixtcen againft them* Some, at lead, of 
the minority were as much oppofed to the excife as 
thofe wh6 voted in the majority, but thought the in- 
terference impropert The name of John Nevil, now 
i^fpeflor of th^ weftern furvey, ftands with the majorir 
ty. Confidering the difficulty of the queftjon of ini- 
jUMference,this was a very unanimous declaration of the 
Tcprefcmatiyos of P^nnfylvania, .and could not be 
afcnbcd to the influence of a faflion. The truth is, 
the refolutions were moved and feconded, and 2&ealr 
oufly fupported by CoL Gurney and Mr. Richard 
Wells, of the city of Philadelphia, well known lobe 
refpedable citizens and zealous federalifis. They 
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were alfo fupportcd by confultations with other inhabi- 
tants of the city, at the CofFee-houfe, where the prin- 
ciples of excifes were difcuffed freely, and at thefc con- 
fultations, and in the debates in the Houfe of Repre- 
fentatives, the teflimony given by the old Congrefs 
againfl excifes was much relied on. The weftern 
members did not aifift at the confultations at the 
Coffee-houfe. 

A great proportion of ihe people of Pennfylv^nia 
had exprefled their fenfe of the excife law, by the 
alaim they difcovered on receiving information of thcs 
fecretary's report in favour of an excife fyftem, and 
the joy they exprefled at hearing that it was rejeded* 
-This circumftance gave the members of aflembly a good 
opportunity to know the fentiments of the people on 
the fubjedl, and this difpofition was not confined to 
any particular place. Only one member from the 
city of Philadelphia, and two from the county, voted 
apinft the refolutions, and but one methber from the 
weftern counties voted in their favour. 

The firft ill treatment given to an excifeman im- 
der the federal law was in Chefter county, biit the ri- 
oters were convidled, and puniChed feverely by the 
ftaic courts. On that occafion, the foreman of the jury 
told the Attorney-general, that he was as much, or 
more, oppbfed to the excife law, than the rioters, but 
woiild not fuffer violations of the laws to go unpunifli* 
ed. I exped fenfible jurors every where would a<5l 
from the fame laudabk principle. There were feverai 
other attacks made on excife officers in other parts on 
the eaft fide of the mountains, which it is not necef- 
hxy to be particular in dating. 
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The people in the weftern counties anticipated 
their experiencing peculiar hardftiips from the excife. 
Without money, or the means of procuring it, and 
confuming their whifkey only in their families or ufing 
it as an article of barter, which, though it in fome 
refpeds anfwercd the place of money, yet would not 
be received in pay for the excife tax, they thouglit it 
hard to pay as much tax on what fold with them but at 
from two fliillings, to two {hillings and fix pence, as 
they did Where it brought double that price. Thefe, 
and fuch like argumepts, were not new. I found 
them in ufe againft the Hate excife when I went to refide 
in that country. They arofe from their fituation, and 
the fimpleft perfon feeling their force, knew how 
to ufe them. 

Some talked of laying afide their ftill altogether, 
till they would have time to obferve the effe(5ls of the 
law on other places, and have time to refled on the 
fubje(5l ; and this method was advifed, in preference to 
a more violent mode of oppofition, by fome who were 
apprehenfive of outrages being committed. But though 
feveral peaceable men laid afide their ftillsorfold them, 
yet there never was any affociation or refolutions among 
the inhabitants to that purpofe. The contrary has 
been afferted by pretty high authority. 
- In the month of June 1791, the firft year on which 
the flills were to have been entered there were no of- 
fices of infpeAioa opened in the weftern counties : 
And though the people were in great corifternation,' 
no public or general, confultation was held on the fub- 
jed, till the latter end of July following, when a meet-* 
ing was advertifed to be held at Red-ftone old fort. 

E 
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Individuals attended from different placfis^ but not by 
delegation, and, being in harveft, few attended from 
a diftance. There were four or five from Wcftmore- 
Jand, few from Allegany, or the diftant parts of Wafli- 
ington or Fayette. The hardftiips, naturally refult- 
ing frona the execution of the cxcife law to that coun- 
try, were explained, but at the fame time the conftitti- 
tional authority of Congrefs to enadt it was afTerted. 
It was refolved to petition Congrefs for relief, and no 
petition being prepared, a committee was appointed to 
meet at Pittfburgh to draught one- The committee 
was alfo authorifed to correlpond with the citizens in 
other places, who might be difpofed to petition Con-^ 
grefs on the fubjcdl, and it was recommended to the 
different counties to appoint committees to fuperin- 
tend the figning the petitions and forwarding them to 
Congrefs. 

^ How this meeting could have been ranked by the 
fecretary of the treafury, in bis report to the Prcfi- 
dent, preparatory to calling out the militia, among 
the caufes of the infurredion, and given as one of the 
inftances of unlawful combination, I know not. Sure^ 
ly. fuch a meeting may be held, and fuch refolves paf* 
fed, in Great Britain, even after the fedition bills, 
which have thrown that nation into fuch a flame, are 
enaded into laws. I never knew that a meeting to pe- 
tition government refpedfuUy, was efteemed criminal 
in any country that bad the lead pretenfions to free*- 
dom. 

The truth is, as far as I was acquainted with the 
defign of that meeting, it was intended to promote 
fubmiffion, and not oppofition, to the law. There was 
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ivo other alternative ; for to have argued that the law 
was juft and falutary, would have had no effeA ; nor 
did I know of any perfon then ill the country that ap- 
proved of, ot advocated it as a good law. Some, who 
wrote in favour of fubtniffion to the excife law, in 
the Pittflburgh Ga^JetlCi were pfrefent at the Red-ftone 
meeting. 

Several of thofe who kept the largeft diftilleries, 
that 1 was acquainted with in thefe Counties,, defign- 
ed at lliat time to enter their ftills, if there wa^^ an op- 
portunity, Sooie of thefe howevet afterwards chang- 
ed their mind. Many of the uninformed people, 
being told by the warm advocates of the federal go- 
vernmenty that after it was ratified we would have no 
more cxcifes, confidered the excife law therefore as 
unconftiiutional. At the Red-ftone meeting this mif- 
take was openly combated. It is not eafy to convince 
people that a law, in their opinion unjuft and oppref- 
(we in its opetation, is at the feilie time co»ftitu- 
tJorial. 

In Auguft a committee met at Waftiington, agree- 
ably to the recommendation of the Red-ftone meet- 
ing, and in September a committceteompofedof per- 
foiis from the weflern counties, met at Pittfburgh. 
I ptefume none of them were delegated, except per- 
haps ftom Wafbington county,^ for only in it had 
there been a county committee. From Weftmore- 
land thert was but otie perfon, and he was not dSlii 
gated. ' • 

A petition was propofed by the gcnersJ commit- 
ter at Pittfburgh to be figned by the people, and fe^ 
tetal reiblves were publi&td in the ga^ettee, ibme 
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of which were intemperately exprefled, and i:efpe(5led 
fubjeAs but little canneded with the excife law, 
fuch as the falaries of office, the funding fyftem, &c. 

About eleven monthf after, in Auguft 1792, a 
number of perfons^ from Wafhington, Fayette, and 
Allegany counties, formed the fecond and laft com- 
mittee of that kind that was held at Pittfburgh. They 
prepared and publiftied another petition to Congrefs, 
praying for the repeal of the excife lavv, to be figned 
by the people. The committee alfo publiflied its fen- 
timents on the principles of taxation, . and the fup- 
pofed impropriety and injuflice of an excife fyftem. 
Though it did not cenfure any other meafures of go- 
vernment, it refolved to take all legal methods of ob- 
ftruding the operation of the excife law, and to have 
no fellowfliip with fuch as accepted offices under it, 
and to withdraw from them every afliftance, to with- 
hold the comforts of life, &c. They alfo recommen- 
ded to the people to follow their example. A fimilar * 
refolution had been publiflied by the committee of 
Wafhington, about a year before. 

I ne^ver knew that this example was followed by 
the people in any inflance, or that the refolution was 
obeyed by even all the members of the committee. 

On the ground of difcretion thefe refolutions were 
cenfurable, and were in fad difapproved by many 
through the ftate, who alfo heartily difliked the excife 
iaw^ That they were not, however, contrary to law, is 
acknowledged by the fecretary himfelf, who informs us 
of his procuring teftimony, in order to profecute the 
perfonswho compofed the committee; but he adds, that 
the attorney general did not think it adionable. There 
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is no doubt but it . is morally wrong in many cafes to 
refufe our charity or afliftance to any of our fellow 
men, when their neceffities require it ; but thefe du- 
ties being of imperfed obligation, we are only refpon- 
fible to our own confcience and the opinion of the 
world for the proper difeharge of them. There are 
no doubt perfons in fociety whofe manners arc fo dif- ' 
agreeable, or their charafler fo objevf^ionable, as to 
juftify usin rcfolving to have no fellowftiip with them; 
and where the excife law is almoft uniyerfally believed 
to be unjuft and oppreffive, men of this defcription 
will be found'pretty readily among the excife officers. 
Indeed this obfervation need noi be reftridled to. pla- 
ces fo fituated; it correfponds with the lentiments of 
people generally, where excifes have been long efta- 
bliflied, and is the language of their laws. 

Thefe refolutions, however, were cenfurable on 
the ground of policy. They difgufted thofe members 
of Congrefs,.that would otherwife have beendifpofed to 
have eafed, if not to have fully relieved, them from their 
gounds of complaint, and offended the citizens at large, 
who had fympathized with them ; in fhort, they un- 
doubtedly occafioned lefs refped to be paid to their pe- 
tions, 

A defultory meeting was held, in confequence of an 
advertifement, in Allegany county ; it formed rules of 
affociation,andpubli(hedfome intemperate refolutions, 
but never had a fecond meeting. Col.Morton, the chair- 
man, near whofe refidence the meeting was held, beha- 
ved always in an orderly manner, and difcovered great 
firmnefs and difcretion through the whole of the infur- 
redlion. A meeting was advertifed to have been held 
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at Greeufburgb, in the fam6 winter, James Guthry, 
chairman ; but the fuppofcd chairman contradidled 
the advertifement in the next week*s gazette, denying 
that there was any fuch meeting, or that he was chair* 
man, and we heard no more of it. It may be re- 
marked, that Guthry has uniformly fupportcd the 
charader of a good citizen. In Ihort, there was a dif* 
pofition prevailing with a few people to have the coun- 
try organized into committees, but not exclufively to 
popofe the excife. The wages of the affembly-^men had 
been raifed the year before, and people living at fuch 
a diftance from market, having the neCcffaries of life 
cheap, and not being fenfible of the increafed expencc 
of living in Philadelphia, were offended. From thifi 
circumftance a greater number than ufual wiflied to 
bring themfelvcs forward as candidates, not to lower, 
but to receive, the high wages ; to take a lead in com- 
mittees feemed a probable means of fuccefs. This cir- 
cumftance was fufpefled to have promoted the pro- 
greft of the difturbances in fome places, but the con- 
dud of thefe charaders came into difrepute foon e-^ 
nough to prevent their fuccefs. 
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C H A P. IV. 



A CANNOT difcavcr that the meetings 
I have mentioned bad any influence in promoting 
the ittfurredion, or connexion with it. They were 
not £inAioned by the people, nor was there even the 
appearance of the people affembling to eleA the per- 
fons of which they were compofed. 

Though I have faid, that the refolves publiflied by 
thefe meetings were intemperate and impolitic, yet they 
are not without the patronage of refpedable precedents, 
or rather examples, given by refpedable and influen- 
tial charaAers, even in our own country. 

In the year 1777, the darkeft period of the late 
war, when the ftate of Pennfylvania was daily in dan- 
ger of invafion, and the government newly put into 
operation, a number of the moft wealthy and refpcc- 
table charadlers in the flate, chiefly in the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, entered into refolutions, with the declared 
intention of oppofing, not a law, but the government 
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itfelf. They refufed to hold offices under it, and, if 
I remember well, to aflbciate with thofe who did. I 
do not bring in this example as a juftification of the 
c6ndu(5l of the other ; it had a very bad effedl in weak- 
ening the operations of the government at a time to 
the laft degree critical. Yet, if I am not miftaken, a 
refpedable judge of the fupreme court of the United 
States, and the late fupervifor of the diftridl of Penn- 
fylvania, were among the leading members of that af- 
' fociation. This inftance ought to be improved as a 
warning, and not as a precedent. In Britain we ob- 
ferve the people, through the whole nation, conven- 
ing either in affociations or occafional meetings, in 
vaft multitudes, to cenfure the conduct of adminiftra- 
tion, and petition againfl the fedition bills ; and we 
fee thefe affemblies publicly patronifed by the firft no- 
bility and moft influential commoners of the nation. 
So far is this from being cenfured by the miniftry, 
that they are equally induftrious in procuring popular 
meetings to approve of their meafures. This is no 
new thing in that nation. The fenfe of the nation, 
given in that manner, has often not only prevented 
bills being enaded, but^ has frequently procured the 
repeal of obnoxious laws. To prove this, many^ o- 
ther inftances might be mentioned. 

It is true, it may be plead that popular meetings 
are often conduced with indifcretion, and have a ten- 
dency to promote licentioufnefs. This is admitted ; 
but it dof s not therefore follow, that fuch meetings 
{hould be prohibited by law or denounced by govern- 
ment. Doing fo, would be reducing the people to 
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mere machines, and fubverting the very exiHence of 
liberty. It is the duty of the legiflature not only to 
accommodate the laws to the people's interefts, but 
even, as far as poffible, to their preconceptions ; for 
as a republican government refts on the people's con- 
fidence, whatever weakens that confidence faps the 
foundations of the government as efFedually as trea- 
fon and rebellion, though not fo rapidly. There are 
few inftances of treafon and rebellion which may not 
be traced to indifcreet laws as their fource. It is gene- 
rally one indifcretion exciting another. 

It will not do to fay, that to hold meetings to re- 
monftrate againft the paffing of a law is admijHible, but 
that to remonftrate againft an exifting law , is impro- 
per. Such do<5lrine in this extenfive country is ab- 
furd, for it muft always happen, that a great proportion 
of the people, who are to be governed by the laws, 
know nothing about them till they are enaded or in 
operation, confequently cannot petition againft their 
paffage. 

It is equally abfurd to aflert, that becaufe our laws 
are enad^ed by our own reprefentatives, therefore we 
ought to fubmit to them without remonftrance, till our 
reprefentatives, who know our circumftances, and par- 
take of our interefts, think proper to repeal them. This 
dbjflrine is fupported by a prefumption, that a govern- 
ment of reprefentatives can never miftake the true in- 
terefts of their conftituents, nor be corrupted or fall 
into partial combinations, whereas the contrary is 
prefumable from the nature of man, and v^ified by 
immemorial experience. 

F 
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If the people have a right to petition for the repeal 
of a law, or remonftrate againft its injuflice or inex- 
pediency, furely they have a right to meet, publilh 
their fentiments, and correfpond through the whole 
extent of the country affeAed by the laws, without 
the imputation of combining againft the government. 
Their charaders indeed are refponfible to public opi- 
nion for the indifcreet ufe of that right, and their 
perfons and property to the laws for tht infradions 
committed on them. 

Experience will not juftify the claim of implicit 
obedience to the laws even of a reprefentatiye legifla- 
, ture. Even in fuch there may be Combinations fa 
ftrong as to fubvert the conftitution itfelf ; and as the 
difpofai of the public property and the adminiftration 
of the national force is neceffarily vefted in the govern- 
ment, temptations, too fttong for (|he ordinary portion 
of virtue enjoyed by mankind, may prefent them- 
felves too fuccefsfuUy to the avarice or ambition of 
thofe vefted with the power of difpenfing the public 
will. Inftances of this are to be found in the hiftory 
of all nations, and proofs of it are not wanting even 
among ourfelves, though as a nation we are yet in our 
infancy. 

In Georgia, we fee the legiflature the fellers, and 
the members of the legiflature arid officers of the 
ftate, together with influential officers of the general 
government, the purchafers of land, to an amount un- 
known in the hiftory of contrads. In confequence 
of this enormous fpeculation we fee the people agita^ 
ted to a degree of madnefs, and the fucceeding legif- 
lature not only repealing the law, but crazing the 
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memorials of it from their journals. How much bet- 
ter would it have been, how much more honourable 
to the ftate, to have liflened to the remonftrances of 
the people in time. The government of Georgia is, 
a fair and full repr-efentation of the people, and yet 
here we find a powerful leflbn againft the claim of im- 
plicit confidence in the wifdom of reprefentative le- 
giflatures. 

But we need not look, to the ftate of Georgia alone 
for inftances. The condud there differs only in de- 
gree from what had previoufly taken place in other 
flates. On examination it will be found, that gene- 
rally where any of our governments had a fubjed of 
fpeculation at their difpofal, much of it has found its 
way into the hands of fuch as bad the difpofal of it, 
or their favourites. The land-offices of different flates^ 
even Pennfylvania itfelf, may be cited in proof of this 
do(Slrine. 

Where a large territory is fubjed to a reprefenta- 
tive legiflature, it is fometimes very difficult to ac-* 
commodate general laws to the various intercfls and 
prepoflelfions of the different parts. In this cafe, it 
becomes the legiflature to prefer what is moft evident- 
ly juft and pradticable to that which refined politicians 
may judge expedient. The greateft danger to repub- 
lican governments arife from combinations and politi- 
cal fineflfe. If the people have not fo much good 
fenfc as to fubmit to exa<5^ions, or fupport meafures 
that are reafonably juft and necelfery, they are not fit 
for a republican government. It is of importance that 
the neccffity of meafures which prefs hard on the 
people fliould be evident; and generally matters of" 
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urgent neceflity are eafily explained to the comprelien- 
fions of the people. When this is done they are ge- 
nerally found willing to fubmit to any burden. 

This obfervation was verified in the courfe of the 
late war. When the Congrefs-money ceafed to be a 
ufeful circulating medium, the people in thofe flates, 
whofe legiflatures made exertions, fubmitted to pay an 
amount of taxes that will fcarcely be credited in future 
time; and theydid this without giving the governments 
any difficulty, until they became apprehcnfive that the 
fruits of their earnings went chiefly into the hands of 
fpeculators. Yet in one ftate only did this promote 
an infurrec^ion. It is acknowledged that the oppref- 
Con in Maflachufetts was exorbitant before it produ- 
ced oppofition, and that the infurreflion in that ftate 
was preceded by a long courfe of complaints and evi- 
dent difcontents. The Icgiflature removed 'the caufes 
of complaint after the oppofition was fubdued, and the 
infurgents were treated with lenity. The condudl of 
that ftate on this trying occafion refleds honour on re- 
publican governme:.t ; ft ill more happy, however, 
would it have been, if, by giving more early relief, 
the infurrecflion had been "prevented. The citizens 
will bear amazing burdens in times of public emer- 
gency, or for the immediate difcharge of debts con- 
traded from evident neceflity ; \)nt when once .the im- 
preffion of neceflity is removed from their minds, and 
efpecially when the claims have become the objecls of 
fpeculation, the people generally have not difcernment 
enough to approve even of neceflTary arrangements 
for the fupport of public credit. Though they have 
pretty accurate ideas of juftice or equity in the abftradt. 
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yet they cannot trace it through the refinfed mazes of 
a policy neceffary for funding fyftems. Indeed, to 
carry thefe fyftems to any great extent, the govern- 
ment ftxould poffefs not only all the internal refources 
of revenue without competition, but alfo all other in- 
ternal governmental powers and patronage to the ut- 
moft extent. 

It is a dodtrine now avowed in the Britifh parlia- 
ment, that when laws are enabled dangerous tp the 
liberty and interefts of the people, fubmiflion to them 
is not a queftion of morality but of prudence. Per- 
haps government fliould always a6l under impreffions 
of the truth of this pofition, rbut the citizens fliould 
examine it with the utmoft caution before they reduce 
it to prad^ice. 

We are certainly under a moral obligation to pre- 
. ferve our own life and the life of our neighbours. 
Every inftance of adual oppofition to government, o- 
bliges it to hav& recourfe to force and coercion for its 
own prefervation, for the authority of government can- 
not be diftinguiftied from the government itfelf. 
Though forcible oppofition has often been » made to 
particular laws, without the remoteft intention in thofe 
who oppofedthe law to overturn the government, yet 
it is not to be fuppofed, that thofe. who adminifter 
the government will be moved to change their mea- 
fures by a defiance of their power to fupport tbem. 
Nor indeed can this be done in a republican govern- 
ment, without fuch an imputation of weaknefs as will 
invite to forcible oppofition from every difcontented 
party. Therefore citizens who conceive themfelves 
oppreffed by partial laws,, fliould confider, that a de- 



54 HISTORYOFTHE 

fiance of the power of government^ by forcible op- 
pofition to the authority of the laws, eventually leads to 
hoftility and bloodflied, and that there is no telling 
the end of thofe meafures from their beginning. 
Every thing that has a tendency to agitate the public 
mind to an unufual degree, ought to be avoided, be- 
caufe when the mind is highly agitated with refpc<5l 
to public meafures it is too much difhirbed to judge 
deliberately, and is predifpofed to ad without difcre- 
tion. The public mind may be agitated by thofe who 
cannot direA or controul its exertions. We are un- 
der a moral obligation to refped government, not on- 
ly as a divine ordinance, but alfo as a moral compaSl, 
binding the people to one another for its fupport. 

It is certain, however, that the government and 
laws of fome countries are not worth preferving, and 
even where a government is good in itfelf it may be 
perverted in the adminiftration* As it is for the pro- 
moting of mutual happinefs and fecurity only that 
government is valuable, therefore the power of alter- 
ing or amending governments is exprefsly declaied to 
be in the people, who are the judges of their own 
happinefs, by Ibme conftitutions* It is, however, ra* 
dically in them, whether expreffed in a written in- 
ftrumcnt or not. 

When the change of a government, a revolt from 
it, or a temporary oppofition to its laws, fucb as the 
oppofition of the colonies to the (lamp and tea a<fls was, 
is believed to be morally right, it is yet a matter of 
the grcateft delicacy, to calculate with accuracy with 
rcfpeA to the prudence or policy of commencing the 
oppofition contemplated,. When the mind is highly 
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agitated, it is very unfit to examine the'refources tofup- 
port oppofition, or to calculate with precifion the pro- 
bable confequences of it. That this was the cafe ^n 
the late infurredion will appear evident in the fe- 
quel. 

But if thofe who adminifler the government at- 
tempt to iffue denunciations againft the liberty of ex- 
preffing opinions of their mcafures and objeAs, or to 
prefcribe rules by which men muft be regulated in 
expreffing their opinions, the very attempt will in* 
creafe the evil it is intended to corrcA. When thofe 
in truft attempt to cxercife authority over the difcrc- 
tion of the citizens, othcrwife than in the unequivo- 
cal language of the laws, as the attempt cannot be 
fupported by coercion it will only bring the meafures 
of government into contempt, and operate as a ftimu- 
lus to indifcreet cenfure. Inftances might be given 
in proof of this obfervation if it wereneceffary. Can- 
did inveftigations of the meafures of government have 
their ufes even though they may be miftaken, and 
fcurrilous writings, though they are pernicious in 
ihemfelves, can do little harm ; they rather attach peo- 
ple of difcernment more clofely to the government. 
Thofe who conduA the meafures, and difpenfe the fa- 
vours of government, have generally the advantage in 
n^wfpaper writings ; not only men of difcretion, who 
approve of the meafures, will write in their favour, 
bull! panegyrifts, fycophants, and even the greateft maf- 
tcrs in the arts of fcurrility, will generally be found 
on the fide of government in every country, whether 
its meafures be good or bad. And though fome- 
times indeed a Junius may ftart up on the other fide ; ^ 
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this is rare ; and the writers in favour of government 
often treat refpedlablc citizens and the mafs of the 
people with great freedom, and generally efcape the 
denunciations of thofe entrufted with the public ad- 
miniftration. It is never a good omen when the mea- 
fures of government are in danger of fefFering by in - 
veftigation. 

The meetings which hav« been enumerated I 
confider as lawful and harmlefs in themfelves ; but 
fome of their refolutions, as I have before obferved, 
were cenfurabje in point of difcretion. It is my 
own opinion, that if they had been more generally 
attended by men^of difcretion, they might have been 
advantageous. They were not permanent affocia- 
tioDs. 

There was, however, an aflbciation of a more per- 
manent nature .commenced in the winter previous to 
the infurredlion. A- great proportion of the Mingo 
Creek regiment of militia became members of it. It 
is faid, that during ;ts exiftence it was frequently at- 
tended by three hundred perfons. The rules of this 
inftitution, and various, powers which it is reported to 
have exercifed, imitated the language, and affumed the ' 
forms of regularly conftituted authority. This aflb- 
ciation never was announced in the newfpapers, and 
its exiftence was known to but few. 

Though the whole country difapproved of the 
excife, yet the people in the fettlement where this af- 
fociation was formed, feem to have been more zea- 
lous in their difappTobation of it than many others. 
It is true, their rules did not apply particularly againft 
the excife, nor contain any thing unlawful, yet the 
circumftance of being aflbciated made them formida- 



INSURREC T I O N. 57 

ble in what they undertook, and encouraged th6m to 
lin^eftake what they otherwift would tiot have done as 
Individuals; 

It is j*n this that the difference between occafional 
Ibci^ties and permanent affociations confift. In Maf- 
fachafetts, where the people of every town is incor- 
porated into a permantnt aflociation, when they un- 
dertake any thing, either good or bad, they adl with 
greater vigour. By this means it was that they made 
fuch glorious exertions at the commencement of the 
revolution, and by the fame means alfo the infurrec- 
tion in that ftate became to formidable, and was cori- 
dui^ed with fo much fyftfern- 

It has been generally faid, that one objedl of their 
aflTociatiori was to prevent people from committing 
outrages dn excifemen. , This might. have been the 
objed of a number of the affociates, and it mighi 
have produced this effe£l for fome time. Perhaps it 
was owing to this that" general Nevil vtraiS fiot attacked 
at fiis own houfe fobrier, fot undoubtedly there wa^ 
greater refentment agaihft him than any df fiis depu- 
ties, for reafons that I {hall raentioii iti (he fequel ; 
and it does appear that defigns were eritertained a- 
gainft him by fome of the affociates previous to the 
attack on his houfe. This affociation was the more 
dangerous that it was fecfet. And though, as has 
been obferved, it was not affively concerned in man^ 
of the outrages preceding the infurredion, yet vari- 
ous concurring circumftances render it niore thari 
probable, that that unfortunate event was principally^ 
to be afcribed to its inllrumentality. 
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X HE lirfl aAual outrage was comnjittcdE 
In ocptembcr 1791, 6d Si Robert Johnfon, coUeAot 
of cxcife for Wafiiington and Allegany counties, by z 
party of armed men difguifed. The attack was ttiad^ 
on him near Pigeon creek. After cutting bis hair, 
they tarred and feathered hiiii, and iii this fituatiofi 
compelled him to walk fome diftance. 

The next SiA of violence was committed dn a inaft 
of the name of Wilfon, wfeo was in fome Weafutfc 
difordered in his intellefts, and affeAed to be, perhaps 
thought he was, an excife-man, and was makitag tn^ 
quiry for diftillers. He was purfued by a party, ta- 
ken out of his bed, and carried feveral miles to 3 
fmith's (hop ; there they flriped off his cloaths and 
burnt thfem, and burning him in fevcral places witb 
a hot iron, tbey tarred and feathered, and in that fi- 
tuation difmiffed, him. 

Not long after this, one llbfsberty fdftercd t!ife 
punifhment of tarring and feathering for advocating 
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ibe excifc law- An armed banditti fci?e4 aod earr 
yied off two perfons who were witnefles in the cafe of 
Wilfon, who had been abufed by cbe rioters. A fotr 
inidable attempt waf made to fei?je the infpedor him^ 
felf in Wafliington town, where he was -e)cpedled> by 
^ numerous party difguifed, Jie had been apprifed 
of their coming, and did pot fitt^pd at the oflBce. la 
AiAguft 1792, <?apt. FavJkner, who had let his houf? 
U> the infpecjlor to hold his office in, was gttack^d on 
fhe road by a p^rfon with a drawn knife* .^pd threat- 
ened that his houfe ihould be l^urned fpr permitting 
an office jo£ infpeAion to be held in at, Re efcaped, 
o^ giving a promife to prevent the further uie of his 
houJ.e for %n office, and accordiiigly gave public no- 
tice* in the ncwfpijip^rs, th^t the ofii?!^ ihwli b§ n9 
JjomgjBrkept ip ijis ^puf<?. 

In April 17.93, an arm:ed party .?t;iK:ked thf houff 
ipf Weiljs, wtiojCe refidenf e i? ip Fayet.te pounty, byit 
did not find him at home. They broke open tb^ 
houfe 3.nd ihr^at€ne4 the family* 0^ i^be ogd of No- 
vember following, the houfe pf Wells wa§ attacked a^ 
gain, in the flight. They then obliged him to furr 
render his commiffion and ^opks, and required him 
^o publift^ a refignatipn pf ,bi^.o^ce> within two weeks, 
in the newi|)apej§, on pa.iA of having his houfe 
burned . 

James Kid^oe and Williain Qoyghrw* who had 
entered their ftill3, w^re ifirft threatened, and after- 
\»ards attacked. . Som^ .pieces (rf thje grift-tnill of the 
iorpi^r were carried swa:y, ^nd tbje ftiU of the lattex 
.was de%oyed» |iis iitw-9):iil rendered uJelefs, and h^ 
:]g^rii;i-.mjU fT^al^ri^lly iigjiired:; BJxd he was ordered tq^ 
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publifh what he had fufFered m the Pittfburgh Gar 
zette. ' . * ■ ' 

An armed party in difguife, attacked and broke 
into the houfe of John Lynn, w^iere the office was 
kept, and after prevailing on him to come down flairs, 
they tied and threatened to hang him ; then took him 
to the woods, cut off his hair, tarred and feathered 
him, and fwore him never to difclofe their names, 
or permit an excife office to be held in his houfe; and 
binding him to a tree, left him in that fituation till 
mornings when he extricated himfelf, Thefe out- 
rages all happened fouth of t)ie Monongatiela. 

In June 1794, Wells, the colleiSor for Weftraore- 
iand and Fayette counties, opened his office, at thehpufe 
pf a certain Philip Regan in Weft mor eland county. 
The houfe was at different times attacked by armed 
men in the night, who frequently fired on it ;• but 
they were always repulfed by P. Re^an and Well^ 
the younger. 

I have taken this enumeration from the fecreta- 
ry's report. However, I Have paffed one inftance 
mentioned by him, viz. that Wells the colledor was 
injurioufly treated at Greenfbux^h, in Weftmoreland, 
in 179^. I paffed it, becaufe I was qonvinced it was 
without foundation. On the moflt ipinute enquiry, 
I have not found the fmalleft trace of any injury or in- 
fult that he received there ; pay, he got affurances 
tliat none in the town wouW injure him, He was 
told indeed, in friendly conyerfation, th^t they could 
not undertake for other parts of the county, and that 
fince no perfon in the county would accept of the of* 
6ce, he might conclude that h;s holding it' there would 
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fiot be acceptable. Though the man's perfon was 
little known in that county, yet few were ftrangers to 
tiis perfonal chafadler previous to his obtaining the 
pfBce. 

The account of his being ill treated at Greenf- 
burgh, is connefted by the fecretary with a fimilar af- 
fertion refpedling the treatment he received at Union 
Town, in Fayette county. This, however, alfo ap- 
pears to have but little foundation. On the firfl: day 
appointed for entering the ftiJls, a number of diftil- 
lers attended ; but the colleflor did not appear. On 
the fecond day, for he was to have attended one day 
in the week, a greater number of diftillers appeared; 
but the colledor was not to be found, though called 
and diligent enquiry made for him. He was known 
to be a timid man, and very probably was afraid of 
their numbers, and this migh^ have been the reafon 
why a greater number attended the fecond day ; but 
they were neither armed with weapons nor threats. 
When he undertook the office he ought to have dif- 
covered more boldnefs and lefs apprehenfion. This 
condudl invited to further infults. I am pejrfuaded, 
that at this time no plan for attacking or mal-tr'eating 
excife-raen bad been concerted or matured by the 
diftillers. 

When either public or private trufls are under- 
taken by men who diflike the.bufinefs theipfelves, they 
cannot be expeded to difcharge it with energy. To 
obtain the compenfation will bp their principal aim, 
and all their efforts will be direfled to that objecft. 
It will be the fame with fuch as poflefs neither prin- 
ciple nor fenfe of honour, and fuch may be expeded 
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CO obtaia offices where ibe field for fele<5lion }$ very 
xnucb narrowed. Jiow far this obfetv^tipn will ^iip* 
ply to the c?i{Q of the excife officers in the wefter^ 
counties, will be feen in its proper place. 

In two inflances, the barns of perfons who had 
.|pvcn information ^ainft offenders, &c. ip Allegany . 
county, were ^)urnt, jprob^bly by the offenders thcm-i 
felvcs, though this could not \k proved. Some q- 
ther injuries were committed, and threats were puU- 
liflied in the newfpapers, under the fignattare of Toqa 
the Jinker, Theic threats, contained in letters lign- 
ed by Tom the TinJ^er, were directed to certain per- 
fons, with exprefs orders to have thfim publiflied.; 
and the editor of the Pitt{burgh Ga^ett^ did not thinly 
it prudent to rcfufe to admit them. 1 cwnat give. 
a better account of the famous fignatigrc of Tom Tin- 
ier, which fi|;ured fo highly about this Xinae, th^n by 
adopting the words of Mr. Brac^enridge on that inbr. 

jea. 

'' A ternj had come into popular ufe before this 
*^time, to defignate the oppofition to the ejcciffi law { 
*' it was that of Tom the Tinker, It w^s riot given,^ 
*' as the appellation of whig originally was, as a term 
*' of reproach for adveifaries^ butaffumed by the pep- 
** pie who were adive in forae of the malked riots, 
** which took pl^ce at an early period. A certaip John 
/* Holcroft was thought to have made the firft ?pplica- 
'*.tion of it. It was at the time of the maJked at- 
*' tack on a certain William Coughran, whp rendered 
*' himfelf obnoxious by the entry of his ftilU; apd the 
** menders, of courfe, muft be tinkers, ^nd the name,' 
" coUei5^Ively, became Tom the Tinker. Advertif^- 



INSURRECTION. 63 

** tntnU were put up ofi the trees, ^nd iti the high 
** ways, or in other confpiCuous places, under the fig** 
** Raiure of Tom the Tinker, threatening individu- 
•^ als, or admoniRiing them in tneafures with regard 
'* to the excife law." Incidents, page 79. 

It afterwards. appeared that they did ndt originate 
with Holcroft, though the inventor of them has never 
been difcovered ; thefe letters were only tnade ufe of in 
the fettlements adjacent to the Monongahela, till after 
the infurreclion broke out. Then, however, they wer6 
Tent to diftarit places- 

In the latter end of I793 and the beginning of 
2794, there appeared to be a very general wi(h among 
the diftillers, and other people of reflsdion, that the 
ftills fliould be entered, and a general fubmiflion to the 
law enforced. They were convinced, that the defuls^ 
Cory» Outrageous, and incendiary oppofiticn that was 
given to the. execution of the law, was likely to intro- 
duce a very bad ftate of fociety. That it was putting * 
it in the power of bad liien, emboldened by the ha- 
bit of committing daring outrages, to difturb the peac^ 
of fociety, and to render the enjoyment of life and 
property infecure. They knew that though the pre- 
fent outrages were only directed againft the execution 
of the excife law^ if thefe efcaped with impunity, the 
execution of every other law might fliare the fame 
fate in its turn. The demand for whifltey for the 
fupply of the army -put it in the power of the diftillers 
to procure calh for the payment of the excife tax, and 
the contraflor confining his purchafes to fpiiits on 
which the excife .had been paid* gave a powerful in- 
ducement to a compliance witt tlf^e law. 
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With a view to proraotc this compliance, a ntirri-^ 
ber.of the raorf influential peffons including a number 
of the moft refpeflable dirfillers^ agreed to promete 
fubmiflion to thei excife laws, on condition that a total 
change was ipade in the officers, and fuch nien put into 
o9Bce as the people could confide in ; they alfo expreffed 
ihcir willingnefs to recomniend fuch chara6lers and 
render themfelves refponlible for their fidelity. This 
agreement was entered into at the court of Fayette 
county/ in the winter or fpring previous to the infur- 
rediofi. I haid the firfl: infofnaation of ii from Jame#^ 
Rofs, Esq. fcnator of the United Stated, who had been 
prefent aad contributed iti this agrecmeilt, before he 
Came to the fenate in April 179'4. I n'flced him how 
far the change 6f the officers was intended to go, and 
if they were coxifident they Could precure good men 
to accept of the offices. He told me the change was 
intended to go to all the officei's of the furvey, and that 
they were confident of being able to procure fuch a^ 
would faithfully difcharge t^e duties of the refpeftive 
offices, and enjoy the confidence of the people, and 
he afl:ed me if I could recommend fuch for Weftmore'-- 
land county. 1 told Hinj that having been long 
from home, arid having no opportunity of confulting> 
1 could not recommend : That if I did recommend, a 
good man without knowirig whether he would ferve or 
iiot, and he declined it, it would render it more dif- 
ficult to get another to accept of it. I had experi- 
enced this inconveniency under the ftate excife.- 

This difpofition coming to the knowledge of thtefe 
who were obftinate and undifcerning, ;ind who had 
already committed exceffes, they became more out- 
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ipigeoiss, proceedisd t6 frelh ads of violehce, and ex-^ 
t>rellcd as great a degree of refentment againft thcyfe 
who Complied with the law zsthey didagainft'the officers 
^ho adled under it. The exertions of thofe who op- 
pofed the law being the reiult of an in&tuated ftate of 
mmd and a miftaken zeal were vigorouSi and being 
condudled in a clandeftine manner, there could he no 
{defence againft their effeds ; this encreafed the difpOf- 
£tion of difcreet men t<) fubmit, but it deterred them 
from adually entering their ftills. They were furprizcd 
that noeoercive exertions were made by the federal ju- 
diciary in fupport of the law, and thofe who complied 
with the duties it required. About that time I received 
letters from different diftillers near Loyalhanna in 
Weftpioreland county, requefting my opinion both as 
to their beft naode of proceeding, and whether govern- 
ment was likely to make any exertion to put the law in 
execution,and proted thofe who were willing to fubmit j 
for though there had been no riots in that part of the 
country, neither had there been any office of infpediori, 
nor entries of ftills; but they had heard of the treatment 
thofe had met with who entered them in other counties, 
and did not know but they might be treated in the fame 
manner. I informed them that it was their duty to 
enter their ftills whether they ufed them or not, that 
there was no ground to exped that the law would be 
either repealed, or altered in that refpeiS, during that 
fefiioniiof Congrefs, hut referred to themfelves to judge 
of the fafety of their perfonsi or property • I had luf-' 
peded no danger of that kind in that part of the coun- 
try when I left home. With xefped to the opportu-' 
nity of entering, that laying with the inipedtbarv I ^ 

H 
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could tell nothing about it. Some of thofe in the 
mean time, compounding., privately for the eicife in 
Pittfburgh, fold their Jiquor to the contrad^ors.^ They 
would have much rather entered their ftills ; but even 
felling their liquors to the contra<Sors raifed fufpicipns 
againft them, and occafioned threats from a didance 
and refentment frpm fome of their neighbours, and 
rendered it neceffary, for them, to temporize, during 
the troubles that follpwed, more than they otherwifc 
would have done. The new alterations in the cx- 
cife law were not. enabled till fome time in the month 
of June, and could not be known at that diftancc till 
after that month was expired. 

From the relation already given, it is evident^ that 
an oppofition to, or non-compliance with, the execution 
of the excife law, had exifted in the weftcrn counties of 
Pcnnfyl vania, for the fpace of three years ; or, to ufe the 
expreffions of the fecretary of the treafury, " The op- 
V pofition to thofe laws in the four weflern counties 
" of Pennfylvania, was as early as they were known 
*' to have paffed. It has continued, with different- 
*^ degrees of violence in the different counties, and 
*' at; different periods. — ^But Wafliington has uni* 
*' formly diftinguiibed its refiftance, by a more excef- 
" five fpirit than has appeared in the other counties, 
" and feems to have been chiefly inftrumental in kin- 
" dling, and keeping alive the flame." 
.. There might be fome difference erf opinion be« 
tween the fecretary and others, about the inftances 
that are entitled to the term oppofition. Perhaps, 
circulation of. opinion, or declaration of fentiments, 
and every lawful weans of promoting remonftxances 
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againft it, or petitions for its repeal, or even refolv- 
ing to ccafe from diftilling, if that had been donc^ 
might be better exprefled by the term difapprobation. 
But not to contend about this, it will be admitted, 
that the attack oti Robert Johnfon, on the 6th of Sep- 
tember 179I1 and all the fubfequent ads of violence, 
were a<5ls of oppofition to that law, and were fo many 
defiances to the power of the judicial authority of the 
United States, Various and flagrant inftances of op- 
pofition I have already recited, till I have brought 
the narrative to the avenue of that crifis, when the 
oppofition burfi forth with an explofion, that, as has 
been faid by refpeflable authority^ electrified the 
whdie United States. It remains to be enquired, what 
tneans the relponfible head of the executive depart- 
ment exerted, to coerCie this oppofition, and to prevent 
it's more gericral fpread. 
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1 liE firft inftancc.il >at; we find of qflr 
jhrcion lisivihg been attempted, was the fending Jofepti 
]Fox, deputy marflial, to ferve procefles i^ued by the 
Hiftrii^ court againfi the perfons ironcerned in the 
/ioi on Johnfon. He went to the iufpedor, and on 
his advice returned home again without going to the 
proper place, or attempting to ferve the writs 5 but 
with the infpedor's advice alfo, be fent the proceffesj 
under cover as private letters, by a poor Ample man, 
who had be^n ufually employed ip driving cat- 
tle, &c. If the infpcAor could have coqtrived a 
furer method to degrade the government in the 
pfteem of the rioters, and invite infults, it i& beyond 
my comprehenfion ; and unhappily the poor man, 
^rho was ignorant of what he was doing, was the vic- 
tim of this injudicious plan* 

What better could the infpedor expeA. If the 
people were well difpofed where the procefs was to be 
ferved, why difcourage the deputy marflial from go- 
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tug forward? If they were not wdl difpoted, why 
kni a poor creature whp^ not knowing what, he delt- 
yered, could not give teftimbny of hisJiaving fcrved 
thcptoceflff?? Would BOt this coptcmptiblc method of 
ferving proceffcs irritate even a well difpofcd man. en 
fvhoraitwasferved? The authority of a comthilTion from 
government, and the refpedfaibility attached thereby to 
the perfon that bears it, generally procures a degree of 
Jrevcrence to an officer of juftice, Theftieriff or con^ 
ftable will be rfelpcaed when the officious bum will pro- 
l)ably be well flogged, but in this inftance the pool: 
llian was taken for a bum and treated accordingly^ 
without knowing the nature of the fervice he was cm- 
ployed about. He was fcized, whipped, tarred and 
feathered, and it is faid that his money was taken from 
him, and finally, being blindfolded, he was tied in the 
yoods, and remained in that fituation for five hours-. 

No farther txertion was made on the part of go* 
verriraent till the fail of the year 1 792, that the fupervi- 
for of the revenue was fent **toafcertain the real ftate 
of the furvey, to obtain evidence of the perfoBs who 
were concerned in Faulkner's cafe, and of thofe who 
pompofcd the meeting at Pittfburgh, to uphold the 
confidence and encourage the perfeverance of the of- 
ficfrs acling under the law, and to induce if poffiblc 
the inhabitants of that part of the furvey, which appear- 
ed leaft difinclined, to come voluntarily into the mea- 
furie, by arguments addreffed to their fenf^ of doty,* 
and exhibiting the eventual dangers and mifchiefs d{ 

refift«nce." 

I wifli for the fiike of the perfonal refped I havfe 
long entertained foi^ the fupervifor of the r: v^mie, 
and his family, that he had not introduced his journey 
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to PittfBurgh, and put me to thedifagreeablcneceffit^ 
of animadverting on it. Were I indeed to relate it ia 
the manner I have heard it defer ibed, the reader would 
be induced to think it a romance rather than a rwl na- 
rative. It is fufficient for my purpofe to ftate that he 
went to Pittfbutgh in the moft clandeftine manner 
polfible, confined himfelf within a very narrow circle 
of the citizens while he remained there, refufed to go 
to WaChington town, though he was warmly iblicited 
to go there and affured of fafgty, and though it was ia 
•that county that the oflFence was committed, to prepare 
for the profecution of which was the principal pbje<5l 
of his milHon, and where only evidence was to be-pro- 
cured. Staying but a few days at Pittfburgh, he return- 
ed to Philadelphia with the rapidity of a poft rider, 
-accompanied by a military guard through the moft 
peaceable part of tjie country, wljere there were many 
jefpedable citizens with whom he was well acquainted, 
and others who would have been glad to have feen him, 
and would have thought it a pleafure to do him any rea* 
fonable fervice. 

Not contented with difcovering this total want of 
confidence in the moft difcreet people of that country, 
when he returned to Philadelphia he made an unpro- 
voked attack in the news-papers on the magiftralcs, 
qlergy, and all the other inhabitants of the whole 
weftern counties ; I fay unprovoked ; for though a lu*- 
dicrous account of his JQurney had been publiflied in 
the Pittft>urgh gazette and republiftied i*n Philadelphia, 
yet if it was a crime it could not beafcrjbedtothepeo* 
pie whofe charadler he traduced, for few of them knew 
he hs^ been up till they heard of his being gone again. 



INSURRECTION, 71 

Though I refide within two miles of the great road, by 
which he returned, the firft information I had of his 
having been up was from that very publication in the 
gazette. If I had known he had been there I would un-' 
doubtedly have waited on him, and invited him to my 
houfe ; there were others who would have done fo as 
well as me. 

There had been no infult offered or injury done to 
any cxcife officer, nor adlual oppofition given to the 
execution of the law in all the country through which 
he paffed and repaffed, and at that time the diftillers 
there generally would have been eafily induced to have 
complied with the law; but -the fupervifor's condudl 
went far to fupprefs the growing difpofition towards 
cempliance, which even the fecretary himfelf acknow- 
ledges to have exifted at that titne. He indeed pro- 
cured evidence ag^iinfl two men for being concerned 
in the riot at Faulkner's, but the evidence was falfeT 
The two men were not only innocent but meritorious, 
and the proofs of their innocence were fo decifive as 
not toleave theleaft doubt remaining ; therefore though 
a bill had been found at the diftrid court, in confe- 
quence of the perjury, the profecution was difconti- 
nued. 

The witnefs was a recruit, and af that time an hoftler 
of Capt. Faulkner's. I know nothing of his chara(9.er ; ' 
biit I have fufficienc reafon to prefume that Capt, 
Faulkner's own teftimony would condemn no perfon 
before a court of juftice where fiis charafler was known. 
I never knew who it was that fuborned the witnefs 
to fwear againft Mefs. Kerr and Beer, but I am per- 
luaded the fupervifor's moral principles Were too good 
to permit him to be knowingly concerned in it. AJJ 
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the information the fccretary is pleafcd to communi-* 
cate on this^ i§, that there was a miftake in the peribns i 
fortunately the miftake operated againft perfons whofe 
charader ancl fiiuation protefted them from falling 
viAims to the moft grpfs and flagrant depravity. Ic 
might have been otherwife with perfoBS equally inno« 
cent. 

We are further informed that teftimony was pro- 
cured by him of the perfons who compofed the 
P^ittfburgh Committee, and in a letter of the fecre- 
tary to the governor, he fays that Mr. Gallatin was one 
of them ; this is alfo a miftake, for Gallatin and myfelf 
were both attending the General Aflembly of the ftaie 
in Philadelphia at the time of the Fut(burgh Com-- 
mittee. 

Thefe proceedings encouraged thofe who were 
difpofed to oppofe the execution of ihe excife law, 
to exult in the weaknefs of the adminiftration of the 
revenue, and confirmed their belief, that a law which 
could not be executed would be repealed. When the 
head officer of the DiftriA was afhamed to. appear ip 
defence of it, people who knew there was no danger 
did not afcribe his behaviour to fear, even thofe who 
were convinced of the neceflity of fubmiiion and 
would otherwife ha^kcontributed to promote it, tbqught 
itj prudent to be filent. 

From this time the number and boldncfs of thofe, 
who violently oppofed the law, and maltreated the 
officers who executed it and the citizens who compli- 
ed with it, vifibly encreafed. It was not till after this 
that perfons were put in jeopardy for entering theij 
ft ills ; and the fecretary acknowledges that the Uw$ 
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iippedred during 1793 to be gaining ground, that fcvc-* 
ral principal diftillers who formerly held out had compli-* 
ed, and that others difcovercd a difpofition to comply^ 
which wa« otily reftrained by the fear of violence. I 
tvill add that as far as I was acquainted with the dif- 
tillers, the compliance would have been general, if ade- 
quate piotedionhad been afforded by government. 

It was not however an expenfive protedlion that 
was defired or neccffary. The prpfence and authority 
of a court of juftice would have anfwered every ne- 
ceflary purpofe» and lefs would not do- The necefli- 
ty of a federal court goingimo that country^ or of com- 
petent powers being vefled in the ftate courts, had been 
fuggefted to thePrefident,and urged on thefecretary of 
the treafury, who at that time was not only the ref- 
ponfible head of the revenue department, but whoalfo 
at that time originated the revenue laws, as well as 
directed the arrangements for the execution of them. 

On a full convidion of the propriety of this mea- 
fure, Congrefs in March 1793 cnaded a law to enable 
the federal judiciary to hold fpecial feffions nearer the 
place where crimes were committed, than thofe to 
which the feffions of the circuit court had been fixed by 
law. Thofe who anxioufly wiflxed to fee the dignity 
and authority of the laws fupported, expeded that a 
fpecial feffion would have been held in the weftern 
counties with all convenient fpeed. If this had 
been done, I am certain there would have been tio 
Infurredion. 

But far from applying this cheap, rational and 
efficacious remedy, the diforderswere perriiitted to go 
on and encreafe till July 1 794. Previous to this how- 

I 
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ever, oh tHe fifth of June, authority wjis vefl^d iii tfiir 
ftatfe courts to try caufes ariling under the revenufe 
hvvs. TFiotjgh this imp6rtat}t improvement in the 
laws was too long delayed^ yet if it kad been fairly 
cxerciied, even at this late pferiod, extraordinary exer^ 
ticns would have been unneceflary, but thefe ordina- 
ry and falutary methods of preventing the evil appeal 
never to have been fcrioufly defigned. 

. Previous to the fteceflary powers being vefted iii 
the ftate courts^ proceffes had privately iffuedoutof the 
diftridl court at Philadelphia, but the execution of 
them was dela-yed till July following, when the mar* 
ihal was fent to the wefterti counties to ferve the pro- 
ceffes in the midft of the Hurry of harveft, when men's 
minds are agitated with unufuM care tod their bodies 
with vigorous exertions, and when to the heat of the 
feafon and the competition of labour is generally adcied 
the flimulus of ardent fpirits. At this unfortunate' 
period the marfhal arrived and ferved the proceffes, 
which required the diftillcrs to appear at the diftridl 
court in Philadelphia. I do not mean that people drink 
more ardent fpirits in Harveft iii this Coutryy than in 
other places, where there is ho other fubftitute. It is 
drunk on thefe occafions in as gn at quantities on the 
caft fide of the mountains as it is on the wert. 

He ferved all the proceffes that were direded to the 
diftillers of Fayette County^ thirty four in number, 
without interruption, and had been equally fucccfsful 
in ferving all thofe in WaChington County, till the 
very laft writ, when he fcrhforttinately Went into Pittf- 
burgh. 
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Before I proceed further it is proper to remark, that 
during the firft two years the number who committed 
infradions on the laws were comparatively fmall and 
confined tjo but a few places, that in the laft year as 
the difpofition among the diftiliers to comply with the 
hw became more evident, the oppofition to it became 
more violent, and was carried nn in otherand more alair- 
ming methods, that during this period the ircafury. 
department eith^er wholly negleded it or tampered 
with it, in fu^h a manner as was only calculated to 
encourage the oppofition and difcourage every exer- 
tion of well difpofed citi?<ens to fupport the law. It is 
an undoubted {^61 that the manner in which the execu- 
tion of the law was conducfled, while it invited oppo- 
fition gave alarming ^pprehenfions to men of difcern- 
ment ; for, they could not otherwife account for it 
than by fuppofing, that the diforders were defignedly 
foflered until they N/ouid produce ^ more ferious iffue. 
Many of them knew that l^e who ftopd at the helm of 
the revenue department had no averfion to being em- 
ployed as a pilot in a ftorm. When th-e whole method 
of condutfling the coercion of the laws, both ^s to time 
and manner, is compared with the crifis produced by 
it, and the fubfequeut proceedings relative to that cri- 
fis, are taken into confideration and judicioufly exami- 
ped, the candid resider will be the better qualified to 
judge of the reafonablenefs of thefe apprehenfions. 

It is true the fecretary affigns fome reafons in hi^ 
report for this negligence, but they are not found, they 
^re indeed fcarcely pl^ufible. Did the laws g ve him 
^ny more power to difpenfe with the application of 
^h?ir coercive powers, than it did to the people ia 
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their non-'ConDpliancc. • The conftitution has indeed Vcf^ 
ted the humane and falutary power of pardoning in 
the Prefident, but has not vefted the power ofgran-? 
ting impunity in the comipiffion of crimes, uor of dif- 
penling with the execution of the laws in the fecretary. 
That impunity, which evidently contributes to pro-- 
•mote oppofition to the laws, and increafe the numbe? 
9ndthc crimes of offenders, is undefervipg of the pam« 
of lenity. It is a ref|jtlcrpent in cruelty. 
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When the infpeaor came to Pittf- 
burgh, he expr^ffed his farprife and fatisfa<flion that 
he had fucceeded in ferving the proceffes without 
meeting with either injury or infulc : what a pity it 
was that he delayed to ferve the laft one ? Some who 
were prefent when he exprefled furprife at his fuccefs, 
were equally furprifed that he fliould have expeded 
any oppofition. However, a too fuccefsful method 
was foon found to promote oppofition and excite out- 
rage, I do not fay with defign. 

The next day, in company with the infpeflor, he 
went to4erve the laft writ on a diftiller named Miller, 
near Peter's creek. On leaving the place, a number^ 
of men were obferved as if in purfuit of them apd 
oxie gun was difchqrged ; not, however, it is believed, 
with a defign to do execution. It is well known that, 
^f the defign had been to fhoot one, or either of them, 
^hey could not have efcaped from fp many men, few 
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pf whoaj I fuppofe would have miffed their aim at 9 
pigeon or the head of a Iquirrel. Appearing, however, 
to be in b^d humour, thip marljial apdinfpedor rodp 
Pff- 

It is ufual in that, and perhaps in every other, 
country, where day laBourers are fcarce, for the neighs 
Jjours mutually to affift each other as their grain be- 
come? ripe, and tjiis being the throng time of harveft 
yfill eafily account for fo many people being together 
as lias been repreftmed ; the number has been difT 
ferei^tly llate4i (pme accounts making it only ten, 
wlf\ilt others hav^ exten4ed it a^ high as thirty. 

The marftial behaved well, and would have beeq 
finally fuccefsful, if he had finiflied ferving the writ 
before h^.called qo the infpedor. I b^v^ never hearcj 
t reafoji ^ffigned for his flopping (bort, and going tq 
Bittfburgh, b^ovf be cotRpletfid th^ buGpeft ; or, fox 
bis brijnging th^ infpe.(5lor with him,' The infpe^or 
knew there were defigns ag^inft. .himf<plf, arid he had 
procured arms, and ptherwife prepared his houfe for 
In expedlcd attack. He ought not tp . hav^ involved 
the marlhal inthefameriik with, himfelf, and the 
marflial ought to have CQpfidered that, however up- 
reafonable the diftindion is, the people in Europe a^ 
well as here, have always made a great djffeteiice be-? 
;ween an oflBcer of excife and the officer of a coutt of- 
juftice. The laft feems, as if he flis^red in the folcma 
refpedability of the judiciary, and the firft, as if h^ 
partook of the odium of the tax, the coliediijg of 
\vbich he fuperintends. 

The people of \YaCbington and Allegany countie?^ 
bave been charged with a capricious incQnfiftei^cy of 
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cbairader. They have coiiiplairied of perfonS of bad 
character being appointed for colledors of the excife 
tax, and werei offended at general Nevil accepting of 
the office of infpeflor, whofe popularity of characftef ' 
was acknowledged by themfehes*. This paradox, hov^r- 
ever, may be explained. 

During the continuance, of the ftate e^cife general 
Nevil was one of the greateft declairaers aga'ihft it, and 
of the mod open encouragers of oppofition to it. 
When Graham, the ftate excife-man was fhaved, .had 
his hair cut^ amd expelled from the counly, if he did' 
not patronise that outrage he openly approved of it,' 
and faid they did not ufe the rafcal half as bad as he 
deferved. In the aiferribly of the flate, which preceded, 
that which fat when the excife law was enadted by Gon^ 
grefs, he voted againft the xepeal of the ftate diiedi 
tax in order td make wafy fot repealing the ftate excife. 
In the fubfequem aflfembly he voted for the refolutions? 
againft the paffage of the excife law th<2n before Con- 
grefs. He and I fat and voted together for them, and 
we had always agreed in our principles refpeding ex- 
cifes, though I never agreed with him in opinion that 
the excife officers ought to be ill-treated. 

It was but a few days after he voted for the refolu- 
libns cenfuring the law, that he himfelf accepted of 
the office of infpedor^of that very furvey, in which her 
had diflinguiflied himfelf for his oppolicion to the col- 
lecting of the* ftate excife. The people v/ete the 
more irritated againft hira, on beinginformed thatwhen 
he was told that he \vould forfeit the good opinion of 
his'neighbours, from whofe good will he had held any 
office which he chofe, and which they had in their 
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power to. beftow, anfwercd he did not regard their 
good will, he had got an independent falary of 600 
a year; I fuppofe be meant Dollars, but it paffed 
among the people for pouitds- I for fome time 
thought the whole ftory fabricated in order to excite 
more effedliially the popular odium againft him, but 
I was afterwards informed of it by authority, too fub- 
ftantial to leave room for doubts aod too well difpofed 
to admit a fufpicion of defign. 

The authority of the law, and the didates of coot 
philofophy will not admit . of the peopk conne<5ling* 
their fubmiflion to the law with their refped for the 
man. But we mufl in our dealings with men, take hu- 
man nature as it is« and admit that prejudice and paf-» 
fion will have their fway in dir€(5ling the condud of 
the great mafs of mankinds All are net lawyers, all 
are not philofophers, nor do lawyers and philofophers 
always regulate their conduA by their own precepts. 

Tliey looked on the infpedor as giving up his 
principles for a bribe, and bartering the confidence 
they had in him for money, and were the more irrita- 
ted at his fpeaking focontemptuoufly of their good opi- 
nion, which he. had been formerly fo folicicous to ob- 
tain. There is alfo a great averfipn among the mafs of 
the people to falary officers. This has even difcove- • 
red itfelf againft the county judges, though their fa- 
laries are but moderate. 

The infpedor was certainly early fenfible of his 
lofs of popularity, I obferved it when he came to 
Philadelphia, the firft winter after he had accepted of 
the office. When I called to fee him at his lodgings^ he 
loid me with joy that he had lodged in Greenfburgh 
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all night and been well treated. I cxpreflcd my fur- 
prife that he (hould have any other c^ped^ations. Hd 
anfwered that he hadhefitated greatly about venturing 
into it, but not finding any convenient rbad to paft 
it he had finally determined to %o in. I have not 
found that any threats had befen made againft him 
there, or any other place at that time. Certainly if we 
are id tlie way of our duty we ought to difcover con- 
fidence; Caufelefs fears invite infult. 

The fecretary aflefts that Wafliingtori County 
has uniformly diftinguiChed its refiftance by a more 
exceflive fpirit, than has appeared in the other coun* 
ties, ^tid fcems to ha"e been chiefly inflrumental in 
kindling and keeping alive the flame. This charac- 
ter is admitted to be well founded. That part of it whicU 
lays adjacent to the Monongahela and contiguous to gene* 
tal Nevil*s refidence has been called the center of opjt)o^ 
fition, and was undoubtedly the cradle of the 
infutrfeiflion. As. their chafacfler is equally good wita 
tbofe of other parts of the weflerh counties, the only 
reafon I have heard alTigned for their diftinguifliing 
tbemfelves in this manner was their refentment 
of general Nevil's Condud. It was With ihefevery 
people he had formerly enjoyed that popularity, 
which brought him into the fupreme executive council, 
the Convention, and frequently into the Aflcmbly 
of the ftate for Waftiington County, before that part of 
it where he refides was included in Allegany county, 
and it was to that part of Allegany, which was taken 
from Waftiington, to whichthe violences committed in 
it. were confined. 

K 
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The xrooinaijtee of * conferees, who met with the 
Prefident's commiffioneys at Pittfburgh, of whora we 
fliall hear further prefently^ dated this prqudice agaiail 
the officer, as, a caufe of the oppofition, and ^hc de^ 
claration that Miller made of his own feelings is a proof 
that refentment prevailed over every other confi- 
deration. It is alferted that he iaid that he felt him- 
felf mad with paffion, that he thought having to pay 
250 Dollars and attend the court of Philadelphia would 
ruin hira : Tliat he felt his blood boil at feeing general 
Nevil along to pilot the officer to his very door : Tliat 
fie had been as much againft the excife law as any body, 
when old Graham, the excife man was feized, had his 
hair cut, &c. he had heard general Nevil fay they ought 
to have cut the ears of the.old. rafcal, and when the 
diftillers were fined he talked as much againft it as any 
body, and thofe feelings were not peculiar to hiia 
alone, thsy were general in that part of the country. 

I would wUiiu^ly have avoided this digreffion if I 
could have done jullice to the caufe without it, bvit as 
I underiake to develope the caufes which promote^, 
ani I he circurnlUn'es which charaderifed, the firft po* 
'puiar tumults which alarmed and threatened toconvulfe 
the moft extenlive federal republic on which the fua 
ha e er (hone, and which o'^cafipned the equipment 
and inarching of the firft formidable militia army raif* 
ed U5 der the federal goverr ment, and the firft inftance 
of brother being called to fight with broth(^, or of 
ot an army of 15,009 men being marchedTrom two 
to four h'lndred miles, in order to affift the marlhal of 
the diitricl to fefize and trapfport a few perfons 
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to a prifon, in order to (land a trial above three hun- 
dred miles from their place of refidence ; every ftep 
taken in this important crifis will be of importance to 
pofterity, and improved by them either as precedents 
to be imitated or miftskes to be avoided. ' The firft 
caufes which have led to, or impelled, tne moft alarm- 
ing events in fociety, have too generally been over- 
looked in hiftory. Thefe, however, are of the greati^ 
eft importance to be known, becaufe by an early at- 
tention to them greatrmif(^ie(k might be prevented gl 
^ fnaall expence. 



■7 - t ' ■> 



84 HI'STORr T)T THE| 



"T^ 



^ H 4 P. yiii' 



X HE ma r(hal returned from Miller'^^ 
t«) Pittflburgh, and the infpedlor went to his own houfis; 
feme miles diftant from Miller's. On the fame day thei 
Mingo creek regiment rendezvoufed in order to form 
a feleifl corps of tniiitia, as thejr quota of the 80,000 
men required by Congrefs. In the evening before 
they plarted, they received information of the infpec- 
tor having been with the marflial at Miller's ferving 
writs, and of his having been chafed away from there. 
Early next morning John Holcroft, the reputed author 
of Tom Tinker's letters, and about thirty-fix others, 
moft of whom bad been at the militia rendezvous^ 
with arms in their hands, appeared at the houfe of the 
infpedor; on being alted by him what their bufinefs 
was, and anfwering in a fufpicious manner, they were, 
without further provocation, fired on from the houfe, 
and after returning the fire, they were fired on by the 
negroes from the ac^oining buildings. Being thus un- 
cxpcd^edljr ^tt^cked in flank they retired, having fix 
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woptfded, one cf them mortally ; the itifpcflor's fa- 
mily received no injury ; he bad been spprifed, fomcn 
time before the arrival of the marflial, of an attack " 
being meditated againft him by ibme members of the 
Mingo creek aiTociationt and prepared to repel it by 
letting thick plank againft the windows, and by pro^* 
curing a fufficient number of arms to put the negroes 
in a ftate of defence* This was not known to the 
aflfailants. 

Some of the circumftances relating to this tranfac- 
tion^ have been differently ftated; by the late fecretary 
and others. The number of the rioters has been 
called about one hundred, and they are charged with 
Jiaving commenced the attack. They did not, how* 
ever, exceed thirty-fix and it has been proved on oath^ 
before the circuit court, that the infpedor began the 
attack before any outrage had been attempted by Hoi- 
crpfi's party. No doubt he had reafon to fufped that 
their defign wa€ to compel him to furrender his papers 
and refign his commilTion. He had been warned of 
fuch a defign, and it was probably only accelerated by 
his aflifting at ferving the writs, and perhaps condu(?l- 
ed by other hands.. Unfortunately, however^ it dii 
not end here. That refentment which formerly dif- 
Qovered itfelf by cafiial exceffcs in which comparatively 
few were engaged, and thofe few generally perfons of 
violent paffions and little difcretion. now affumed the 
tone of unreflefling madnefs, and drew into its vortex - 
many perfons pf good morals, and who ufually difco- 
yered a" refpedable meafure cf difcreticn in all their 
d^gling; ^3 men apd citizens^ i 
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By the mortification of the defeat, and by the ftftfie 
•f refentment kindled by one of Holcr6ft*s party beinf * 
killed, and lo many wounded, all r^^gard for confer 
quericcs was fwallowcdup by thie paf&ons of the mo- 
i^^nt. and uncommon exertions v. ere made chat night li> 
prepare for accomphChing their objedt next day, The^ 
ticinity of the Mingo creek affociation which included* 
large proportion of that regiment, .contributed gready 
CO their fuccefs ; by means of that affociation they 
were prepared like a difciplined phalanx to atfl 
. with vigour agreeably to whatever dire(5lion they took» 
imd were as a centre for others to rally round* It i$^ 
igenerally agreed that next morning not lefs than 506^ 
men moftly armed, rendezvoufed at Concha's forty 
9 few miles from the tnfpeclor's houfe. Many at^ 
tended folely becauie they had not firmnefs fu£&:iedt 
(orefufe. 

While they were deliberating what was befttobb 
4one, the reverend Mr. Clark, a venerable and rety 
old clergyman, expoftulated with them on the impro^* 
priety of their enterprife, and ufed his utmoft endea- 
vours to diffuade them from it ; but they coniidered his 
ibntiments to proceed from the cold caution and timi- 
dity naturally attendant on extreme age ; and looking ot^ 
bim, perhaps, to be in bis dotage, and unfit toadvife iti. 
affairs not fuited to his time of life, they unforlu--^ 
©ately dcfpifedhiscpunfel, and fuSreredthemfelveslo 
be carried on by the ^rricahe of thieir irritated and 
blind pallions. 

From Couche's fon they marched to thieiiifpedoi's 
lipufe. They eledied a committee of three to fuper« 
intend the enterprife ; the committee appointed ma* 
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jor M* Farlane to command the party, fiibje<fl however 
to its diredlion. The orders were to demand and 
obtain the infpec^or's commiflion and papers, and 
-to offer no violence to his perfon, family or property* 
farther than would be abfolutely neccflary fpr accom^i* 
plifhingthis objed. The horfes were left under a 
guard in the woods, and the committee took their (eat 
on an eminence at fomc diftance from the infpedor*s 
houfe. 

Major Kirkpatrick, with a detachment of eleven mca 
from the garrifon at Pittfburgh, had arrived that raor* 
ning to aflift the Infpedlor, who when informed of the 
force, that was coming againft him thoughr it prudent 
to withdraw to a place of concealment, and not having 
a profpec^ of defending the houfe left it in charge of 
his kinfman Kirkpatrick, withdiredions to make a capi- 
tulation in favour of the property if praclicable, if not 
to defend it as long as poffible. 

When Major M* Farlane with the aflailants ap* 
proacbed thehoufe,a flag was fent from the Committee 
to demand of the infpe^Ror to deliver up his papers. 
On anfwer being returned that the infpedor had left 
the houfe, a fecond flag was fent, and demand made 
that fix pcrfons fhould be admitted into the houfe to 
fearch:for his papers, and take them. This demand how* 
ever was abfolutely refufed. Notice was then given 
:by a third flag, for the miftrefs of the family and fuch 
otlierfemales as were in the houfe to withdraw, which 
being done the firing commenced. About fiftceti 
minutes after a call was heard from the houfe, and 
thofe within ceafed firing ; upon which major M' Far- 
Jane ftfepping from behind a tree, and commandinjf 
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his paity to defift from firing, received a deadly 
ftiot from the houfe and inftantly expired. The affair 
lants believing that the ceflalion of firing in the houfSg 
and the call from if, was a feint to put them off their 
guard, and that M' Farlane was killed by aftiot aimed at 
him in time of parley, concluded that he was murde- 
red, and becoming exceedingly enxaged, renewed the 
firing with great vigour. While a meffage was fent 
to the Committee to enquire whether the houfe fliould 
be ftormed, a man without any orders fetfire to fome 
draw in the barn, which curamunicated the flame t6 
the whole building, and foon extended itfelf to the ad- 
jacent buildings. The intenfe heat and danger of tkfe 
flame immediately communicating to the dwelling houfe, 
obliged Major Kirkpatrick and his party to furrenderi 
and they were rjeceived and difmiffed without inju- 
ry. 

When it is confidered th^t the aflailants believed 
that their leader was (hot with defign by Major Kirk- 
patrick himfelf, and that they difmifled him and his 
party without injury, it rauft be admitted that notwith- 
Handing they Were enraged to a degree of madnefs, 
they difcovered no inclination fot wantonly fhedding 
blood. Kirkpatrick and M* Farlane had been both 
officers through the whole courfe of the late war with 
Great Britain. What a pity, that thofe who had 
fought together in fo good a caufe fliould have had the 
misfortune, the one to flied^he other's blocdin a caufc 
fo ill judged and fo indifcreetly condu(5ied. I never 
faw M' Farlsne fo as to know him, but I had long 
heard him fpoken of as a well-behaved refpeflable citi- 
zen, who had made an independent fortune byhoncft 
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induflry, and I cannot find that he was ever concerned 
in any other outrage before this day which to him was 
fatal. . !. ' 

Manyiiiciderits irelativie to this unhappy affair have 
been very differently reprefented. However they are Bot 
very important :but it will readily bie obfervedthatin one 
particular of fome importance, I haVecontradifted the re- 
port of the late fecretary* When the affailants demanded 
thelnfpedur's,papers, healfertsthat tHeywereanfwered, 
that they might fend perfohs to fearch the hpufe, and 
to take away whatever papers they could find appertaia- 
ine to his office. But not fatisfied with this (hey irifiited 
nnconditi6nally, that the armed tlien^ w^ho werje.fn. the 
houfe for its. defence, fhould march out and ground 
their arms^ which Major Kirkpatnck peremptorily refu- 
fed, confidering it, and reprefenting it to them, as a 
proof of a defign to deflroy the property. ' This r'efufal 
put an end to the parly. However what I have ftated 
is the truth, confirmed by folemn teftirhotiy tak^n be-^ 
fore the circuit courts and the truth or falfehoodbfthis 
fad was what in a great meafure diflinguiflhed the 
character and marked the Aggravation of the crime.' As 
ftated by the fecretary, it was tHeir objeA.to treat the 
detachment of whe Federal troops as enemies in a flate 
of war, .and to treat the houfe 'as a garrifon which they 
had a right to plunderer not j, as they fawca^ufe. If this 
ji^astrue, it wa^ a rebellion in iform^ and conftjtuted.une- 
quivocally the crime of treafon. If his ftatement w^s 
not true, it was only a riot of the fame nature of thofe 
attacks formerly made on Wells and others,, only differ- 
ing in force. Though his account of iVis/certamly 
fallacious^ yet it was pn the fuppofed validity of it 



go HISTORY OF THE 

that the aflbciate judge gave the certificate preparatory 
to calling out an army, and occafioned the offence to 
be tried on a charge of treafon. 

The houfe of the infpedlor was burned, and befides 
his furniture, which was valuable, a tiumber of derti- . 
ficates and other papers of importance to a large 
amount, were alfo confumed. The certificates, how- 
ever, being loaned and regiftcred, were not loft. It 
was a pity, that as he was warned of the danger and had 
early prepared for defence, he did riot think of re- 
moving his own private papers^ Major Kirkpatrick 
had been a brave and experienced officer, but furfely a 
defperate defence, without even a chance of fudcefs, 
. and with the certain deftru(5lion of much valuable pro- 
perty, can be intitled to no other epithet than rafhnefs. 
True bravery is always conneded with prudence. 
The marfhal, and colonel Prefsly Nevil, fon Of the 
infpedlor, came up juft after the houfe was burned. 
There is reafon lo prefume that if colofiel Nevile had 
arrived in time, he would have faved the property, by- 
agreeing to the terms of the aflailants, agreeably to 
the inftruAions of his father, which major jSlirkpa- 
trick difregardjBd. The marChal muft have bee^ con- 
vinced that he was in jeopardy before, by being in 
company with the infpedlor ; his putting himfelf in 
evident jeopardy again, when he had no writs to ferve 
nor means of fuppreffing the riot, may fpeak in favour 
of his cpprage and the goodnefs of his heart, but not 
of his prudence ; he and colonel Nevil were difmiff-^ 
ed without injury, but not without difficulty and rifle. 

It is to be regretted, that citizens of good moral 
charadler and difcretion fhould have engaged in fuch 
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a criminal enterprife ; yet fome good arofe out of thig 
circumftance, ^ If it had not been for fuch characters 
being embarked with tbpfe of another defcription, un- 
doubtedly much more blood would have been flicd. 
There were fevcral, who exprcfled an intention of 
killing major Kirkpatrick, ^nd who threatened colonel 
Nevil and the marOial ; but ther^ was on thi3 and all 
other occalions through the infurrcAion fo many 
men of difcrctten as prevented any perfon from being 
killed or maimed by the infurgents, except the f^w 
that were wounded at the attack on NeviFs houfe. 

Before they parted^ probably at the funeral of ma- 
jor M'Farlane, they appointed a meeting to be held at 
Mingo creek. This meeting was compofed of a num- 
ber of thofe who had been ac the infpeAor's houfct 
fome others in the vicinity, who had refufed to join in 
that meafure, and. a few individuals from Pittfburgh 
and thofe parts of Fayette county which lay moft con- 
tiguous. At this meeting Meffrs. Bradford* MarChal, 
Cook» and Brackenridge, wbofe names became fo con- 
fpicuqus afterwards, appeared publicly, for the firft 
time, on the ftage. It appears that Bradford and 
Marflial were confulted at the town of Waflhington, 
previous to the fecpnd attack on Ncvil's houfe, and it is 
faid that at firft they declined having any thing to do 
with it ; but having one? confented they were after- 
wards confidered as leaders. At this meeting Bradford, 
In a violent and lengthy harangue, openly advocated 
what had been done, urged the propriety and neceffi- 
ty of unanimity in making it a coiiii^on caufe, &c. 

Marflial endeavoured 10' change the ftate of the qucf- 
t\on into an enquiry, what was beft to be done, in 
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preference, to deciding on the merits of what hadbcefij 
done. 

Brackenridge, in a fpcech of confideiable length, 
drew their attention by amufmg them arid feeming to 
countenance their coridudl ; but before he concluded 
he ventured to fuggeil:, that though what they had done 
might be morally right, yet it was legally wrong, and 
fuggefted thepropriety of their confuiting their fellow 
citizens in the other parts of the furvey, and in the m6an 
time of their lending commiflioners to the Prefident* 
]He endeavoured to convince them of the bad policy 
of having thofe that had not been engaged in the attack 
on the infpedor involved, becaufe in that cafe they 
could not ad as mediators for thofe who were obnoxious 
The meeting was divided in opinion about the fenti- 
ments he, exprelTed ; fottie thought he was warm in the 
caufe, but the more violent were offended : It wa3 
pleafmg, however, to thofe who, like himfelf, were 
not yet involved. He had been fent for by fome of 
the leaders, but declined coming till he was advifed to 
it by colonel Nevil, who affifled in procuring others 
to accompany him, to be witnefles of his condud. 
He retired before the meeting refolved on any mea- * 
iures. 

The only meafure agreed on before the meeting 
broke up was, to call a meeting of the four counties, 
w^hich they publifhed in the following words. '* By 
*' a refpeciable ntimber of citizens, who met on Wed- 
f nefday the 23dinflant, (July,) at the meeting-houfe 
*' on Mingo creeks it is recommended to the town- 
*' (hips of the four wedern counties of Pennfylvania, 
*' and the neighbouring counties of Virginia, to meet^ 
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f' and choofe, not more than five, nor lefs than two» 
'' reprefentativesi to meet at Parkifon's ferry, on the 
" Monongahela, on Thuffday the I4lh day of Auguft 
*' next, to tiike inio confideration the fituation of ihc 
'* vveflern country." 

Though this was moved for by the well difpofe^i 
and cautioufly worded by the chairman and fecretary, 
and deiigned by them as a means of ftoppingthe difor- 
der, and procuring an amnefty for the guilty, yet that 
it was defigned to be ufed by Bradford and fome others^ 
to draw the whole weftern counties of Pennfylvania 
and Virginia into the vortex of infurredion, is evident 
from their fubfequent condud. 

Though no other plan was propofed at the meeting, 
it was but a few days until Bradford, who now affumed 
the diredion of the bufinefs, planned and procured^ 
the execution ot another enterprife, which, though noC 
fo formidable as that already atchieved, was equally aa 
outrage on the laws and alarming to government. If 
was the robbing of the weflern mail. This plan wa^ 
executed three days after the meeting, on the poft-road, 
about ten miles from Greenfburgh, and twenty twQ 
from Pittfburgh, by a namef..ke and pear relation of 
Bradford's and a man named Mitchel, both from Wafh- 
ington county. It is not certain that any but himfelf 
were concerned m laying the plan, but it was only two 
days after the mail was robbed that Bradford and others 
went to Canonfourgh, fevrn miles from Waftiingron, 
with the Wall.ingtcn and Pitrfburgh mail in their fad- 
die bags. When they opened the malls, that frorri 
Wadiington contained no letters on the meafures thnt 
had been purfucd ; but the Pittfburgh n:aii contained 
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letters from general Gibfon, colonel Nevil, Mr. Bryloii, 
3nd Mr. Day which gave great offence. They contain- 
ed a ftatenient.of the attack on Nevil's houfe, an4 
the fentimcnts expreffed by Bradford at the Mingo 
meeting. Thcfe were tal^en out, and the reft put up 
carefully,' to be returned to Pittfburgh. 

Though thefe letters contained little elfe than a 
flate of the fads as they really happened, they were 
made the engine of bringing about thp ^^raddock's field 
meeting. 

At Cgnrjonfburgh the following circular letter was 
agreed upon, and direded to the militia officers in 
the fame manner as an order would have ilTued from 
the proper authority, Jind'was in feveral regiments as 
promptly obeyed. By fuch officers as wiQied to promote 
the meafure fhe people were called on as for a ufual 
tour of militia duty, without being informed of the con- 
tents of the circular letter which is as follows : 
"Sir. 

'' Having had fufpicions that the Pittfburgh poft 
would carry with him the fipntiments of fom^ of the. 
people in the country, refpeding our prefent alarming 
fituation ; and the letters by the port being now in 
our pojTeffion, by which certain fecrets are difcovered^ 
hoftile to our intereft, it is therefore now come to 
that crifis, that every citizen muft express his 
fentiments not by his words but his adions. Vou are 
then called on, as a citizen of the weftern country, to 
render your perfonal fervice, with as many volunteers 
as you can raife, to rendezvous at your ufual place of • 
meeting, on Wcdnefday next ; and from thence you 
will march Co the ufual place of rendezvous at Brad- 
cioct'sfield, cnthe>Jcn3r.^ahe]a,cnFr:day thefirfldayof 
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Auguft next^ to be there at two o'clock in the after- 
noon, with arms and accoutrements in good order. If 
any volunteers Ihouldwatlt arms and ammunition, bring 
them forward, and they fliall be fuppiied a« well as. 
poflible. Herfe, fir, is an expedition propofed, in which 
you will have an opportunity of difplaying your milila- 
ry talents, and of rendering fervice to your country ; 
four days provifion will be wanted^ let the men be 
thus fuppiied. " 

This general order was figned /. Canon^ E. Parki/on 
D. Bradford^ A. Fulton^ 3^. Speers^ L Locbry, 
y. Marjhal. 

Colonel Marftial had been an early fettler in the 
weftern counties, and a ufeful citizen, during fthe 
courfe of the late war with Britain, and the territorial 
controverfy with Virginia. He was fucceflively, Regif- 
ter. High Sheriff, member of the ratifying convention, 
of the legiflature, county lieutenant, and again regiftcr 
in Waihington County ; and was refpe<flable for the 
difcretion he difcovered in the difcharge of the duties 
of the refpedive offices he filled. In the ratifying con- 
vention, he voted in favour of amendments previous 
to ratification, but refufed to fign the reafons of the 
minority. Moderation wasthoughtto have been a lea- 
ding trait in his characfter. He is an induflrious man, 
and poffeffes property to a large ampunt. From thefe 
circumftances, the part betook in the infurredion was 
truly furprifing. He had come from the north of 
Ireland in his youth. 

Bradford had been deputy of the attorney general 
of the ftate, from the time that Wafhington had been 
erefted into a feparate county. He was originally from 
Maryland, where he ftudledlaw, and had been a member 
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of the Virginia Aflembly, before the fcttlcment of 
the boundary line of theftate,. and ftill pradifed law 
in feme of the courts of that flate. He had favoured fhc 
plan of forming aiiew ftate. At the tinieof the adoption 
of the federal government, he was one of its moft zea- 
lous advocates in that country. 

Parkifon, a Pennfylvanian by tirth, has always re- 
fided in that ftate. He alfo was a federalijt, and had fup- 
ported general Nevil's interefl formerly, was reputed 
a good citizen, a man of influence in his neigh- 
bourhood, had been ajuftice of the peace before the 
revifion of the conftitution of the ftate, was prelident 
of the Mingo creek aflbciation, and one of the com- 
mittee who fuperintended the operations in the attack 
on Nevirs houfe. 

Canon was from Chefler coutity in Pennfylvania^ 
had longbeenarefped^able citizen foutbof the Mofion- 
gahela, lived in the town called by his name, had 
attached himfelf to the government of Virginia, and fa- 
voured the idea of a new ftate. He was afterwards a 
member of the legiflature, and was an early advocate 
for the federal conftitution, and a fupporter of general. 
Nevirs intereft in that country. 

Fulton was from Maryland ; he was not only a 
federalift, but an open advocate of the excife law, indeed 
the moft openly fo, of any I have met within theweftern 
counties, and an avowed friend of the Infpedor. He 
kept a large diftillery, and expeded by the operation 
of the excife law to have a confiderable advantage over 
the fmall diftillers. He had alfo ereded a brewery. I 
have never been able to account for the incoaiiftency 
of his condud. 
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I know little of Speers or Lochry. The laft was 
lately from Cheller county an J attended Col. Marftial's 
mill. He perhaps figned without reflefling what he was 
doing. The other had lived feveral years at Canonf- 
burgh and kept ftore ; he njight have been adive at 
this time ^ but Iprefumehe was not very influential. 

There were but three days from the date of the 
orders to circulate the information slndl prepare for 
the rendezvous. Great exertions were made however 
in conamunicating the circular letters, and though ma- 
ny who probably wiflied to ifupprefs them durft not, 
there were lome who did keep them fecret, and fome 
clergymen and others in the fouth of Wafhingtoh 
county were aflive and fuccefsful with their neigh- 
bours in difluading them from going. What had alrea- 
dy taken place was aggravated and mifreprefented, more 
were faid to have been killed and wounded than really 
were, men's minds were in a ftate of cftnfternation and 
fiifpenfe, and the,ambiguous manner in which the cir- 
cular orders were written excited men whofe minds 
were already agitatfed to exped chat fome wonderful dif- 
covery had been made, and that fome great e^ent was 
about CO take place. 

In this intexval three men from the town of 
WaQiington undertook to carry the mail back to Pittf- 
burgh. Under cover of this errand they correfponded 
with a committee of the town, informed it of the mea- 
fures that were purfuing, and particularly of the de- 
figns of Bradford and his friends againft the perfons in 
Pittfburgh, who had written to Philadelphia, a ftate- 
ment of the prefent fituation of the country, and of 

the danger the town might be expofcd to on thciX ac- 

M 
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corint. They alfo affured the committee that a number 
ofweffl difpofed men would mix with the others to 
attend the rendezvous atBraddock's field, in order to 
have the better opportunity of preventing excefies. 
Three of the perfons, who had written theletters, and 
v»'ho had it in their power to retire for feme time with- 
cut nvdch inconveniency, and who of their own accord 
were difpofed to do fo, agreed to fubmitto the form of 
an expuifion by the committee. 

On the day of rendezvous it was fuppofed, that 
a mixed multitude, not much fhort of feventhoufand^ 
appeared on the ground. But from examining the po- 
pulation of the country from which they were collec- 
ted, it is not probable that their number was near fo 
great. Manyot thofewho did attend were without arms. 
Several field officers in the vicinity of Braddock's field 
ci-icnded, with as many of their friends as they could 
coiled, to be prepared to prevent exceffes, and fave 
I itri'burgh if it (hould be in danger, and fome of the 
ficid officers of the moft formidable and warlike corps 
v;ho attended are known to have been well difpofed 
to peace and order. 

The gieatell: number was from Wafhington conn* 
ty, but thou.i^h thofe from the Regiment. ai50ut the 
town of V/aPninj^ton came in force, with the general * 
of the county and their colanel at their head, yet it 
is notorious that general Taylor and colonel Stokely 
were uniformly oppofed to the whole fyftem of out- 
rage and refifiance. Colonel Hamilton of the Mingo 
creek Battalion was alfo oppofed to it, and when he 
heard of the orders of march coming to his Regiment^ ^ 
though he had net fecn them himfclf, he rode with all 



INSURRECTION, 99 

peHible Ijfced to the county town to connrermand 
them, but too late to have etfecl. Every thing waa con- 
duced, with 4 rapiditychs^raderiftic of the ind.?cretion 
that governed die conduiSlors of the meafures. General 
Wilkin with a great lyjany others of his Allegany coun- 
ty Brigade were well drfpefed. This was particularly 
the cafe with colpnel Patterfori, and colonel M' Nair 
and their friends, and alfo with the principal part of 
the citizens from Pittflburgh. There was but one 
Major and a company of about 60 men from Well- 
moreland county, . vvho appeai pd in a Hate of prepara- 
tion according to the orders. The Major is faid to have 
dif^;overed a warlike dilpofition. Many however from 
the two adjacent townlhipsin Weft norelandcounty went 
to be fpedators of what was carrying on and cncrea- 
fed the croud. Some of thefe might have gone with a bad 
difpolition, and forae might have caught the mfeciion 
when they were theie. I have not -however heard of 
any remark made on thecondud of any of them, except 
the Major 10 whom I have alluded. Tam certain the 
colonel and majors of ttje neareit Wellmofeland B'-t- 
talion were well difpofed. There were not more than 
twelve men frQm Fayette county at Braddock's field. 
The orders had been fent to colonel Cook, who con- 
cealed them from his moft intimate neighbours, and 
went alone to endeavour by his I'dvice to prevent ex- 
Itef^^s. The few others from that county had been infor- 
med of the meeting by rumor. 

Colonel Cockrefiding m the neareft part of Fay- 
ette to Mmgo cree»k had attended that meeting with the 
fame view. He was cha.rman there and at a number of 
the iubfequent ineetings* He had been Member of tliQ 
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firft convention of Pennfylvjinia, and was judge of 
the court of Weftmoreland, and lieutenant of that 
county till Fayette county was eredled, of which he is 
now an affociate judge. Being an elderly, and efteemed 
a difcrcet man he is generally made chairman in all 
meetings of which h^ is a member. He has rarely 
been known to pafs the bounds of diftJretion if we except 
in the ardour of bis zeal for ;h^ adoption of the Federal 
government, he was proportionably mortified at the 
excife law and fome meafures that led to it being en^d- 
ed by that government, but had no hand in the oppofi- 
tion made to the excife, and put himfelf into fuipeded 
iituations in order to reftorc order. I le being generally 
known through Pennfylvania was much fpbkenagainft. 
He wenttoPhiladelphia^nd entered into recognizance, 
but there was no caufe of adion found againft him. His 
having been chairman in all meetings and committees 
oonnecled with the ii^furrecfl^ou, is (he reafon cfthis 
digreffion, 

Bradford reviewed the troops on the ground, and 
is faid to have aflTumedthe powers and ^o have received 
the honours of Major-geqeraU 1 here is no doubt but 
that he received every honour that couM be conferred. 
The infatuated diforganizers iiolifed him, and thofe 
who held him in ccntempr, and looked on the meafures 
with horror, were many gf them the moft obfequious in 
their attentions to him. They believed that at that 
moment expalfion'or even more fevere punifliment 
depended on his will. His denunciation ot cowards 
and traitors, and holding up Roberfpiere's fyftem of 
terror for i'nltation at the Mingo creek meeting, was 
well known to tlv m, and fpread a temporary panic. 
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A committee was appinted at the reiidezvcms, who 
refolved that general Gibfon and colonel Nevil fliouW 
be expelled, and authorifed the PittfbuTgh committee " 
to put this ref )lution into execution. It w-as refolved 
that the army, jis it wa5 failed, ftiould march to Pittf- 
burgh. On this occafion the people of Pittfburgh 
went forward tp prepare fpr giving th^m the raoft hof- 
pitable reception in their power, th^t they might pafs 
through it with good humour. Bradford alfo fent to 
the commandant of the garrifon to inform him that no 
harm was intended, and torequeft being permitted to 
pafs peaceably. They marched in, however, by the 
Monongahela road which did not lead to the garrifon, 
and being furqifhed with refreftiments in Pittfburgh 
by the towns-people, they eroded the Monongahela 
without giving any difturbance. 

After croffing the ^^^iver many returned to their 
homes, and thefe were no doubt the moft orderly. A 
great number of the well difpofedjxeople had previouily 
gone to their homes from Braddocl^-s field. A num* 
ber, however, flayed over night near Pittfburgh, and 
in the night burned a fmall barn, the property of ma- 
jor Kirl^patrick, -with the grain it contained, which Vfas 
then the property of a tenant. They attempted alfo 
to burn the dwelling houfdi, but were prevented by the 
interpolitipn of colonel Hamilton, S;c.w|iowithdifficulty 
laved it. About the fame iime, a party who had parted 
from the main body and remained iii Pittfburgh, at- 
tempted to burn Kirkpatnck's dwelling houfe in the 
town, bat wers prevented by the interpofition of 
colonel Conk, and a brotiier of major M'Fariane, who 
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had been killed, affifted by the addrcfs of Mr. Braclr^ 
cmidge. 

It will naturally be enquired whsjt was the objefl of 
this mighty rendezvous of inen. Nothing appears to 
have been done or attetnpted by thofe who diredeci it^ 
but t)rdering two more of the citizens of Pittfcurgb tp 
be expelled. This might have been as well accpm-^ 
pliflhed by fending a deputation to Pittfburgh to defire 
that it fliould be done. However hard it might have 
appeared to require it, the men would have been wife 
enough to have gone out of the way themfelves till 
times had altered. To underftand this we muft go 
back to the private meeting at Canonfburgh. It had 
been there agreed upon to attack the garrifon at pittf- 
burgh, andfeize thearms and ammunition for theii own 
defence. They confidered the condud of Congrefs 
in feizing the Britifh pofts, arms, &c. while they re- 
mained colonies, petitioning the throne, acknowledg- 
ing their dependance on it, and endeavouring to have 
their juft grounds of complaint removed, to be a pre- 
cedent perfiecf^ly applicable to their cafe. It was in 
confequencg of this determination that the rendezvous 
was ordered, but the objedl was kept fecret ; there 
were fome prefent who diflented. 

Thus an enterprife of a moft daring nature was 
determined on during an hour or two fpent in a tavern, 
by men unauthorifed even by thofe who had already 
gendered themfelves obnoxious; for thofe men were 
not delegated, and not more than two of them had 
been perfonally engaged in the attack on the infpedor's ' 
houfe. Not only to determine on fuch a daring and dan- 
gerous enterprife, but to endeavour to draw the whole 
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people of ihc weffern counties into the execution of it, 
blindfolded, wasTuch aninconfiderate meafure as lam 
^t a lofs for words to exprefs my femiments of»; but I 
have no doubt that long before this time their own re- 
fievftions have painted the impropriety of their con- 
AnA on their own minds, in colours more glpwingthan 
can be reprefented by language. 

' It was not thus that the revolutionary cohtett was 
(Commenced. There wa§ not only the flow delibera- 
tion of the wifeft men feleded from every colony, 
but of the mod difcreet men in every county a^id 
lownfliip, and the magnitude of the objed^ was fet be- 
fore the people in the moft remote lituatioiis, before 
they were drawn into the arduous conteft. May theccn^ 
dud of the Canonfburgh committee be an example to 
deter from fuch rafh and impetuous proceedings ! 

When colonel Hamilton, and fome others, had dip 
Covered the defign of attacking the garrifon, and per- 
funded Bradford and Marftial to countermand the or- 
ders, he told them that the ariiis were for an expedi- 
tion againft the Indians under general Scott. Brad- 
ford, without even confulting Marflial or anfwering a 
word to Hamilton, wrote the countermand, and hand- 
ing it to Hamilton aflced him if that would do. H^ 
inferted in a poftfcript what he had been told of Scott's 
Expedition as a reafon of the countermand ; this firft 
brought the defign of the rendezvous to light ; but ic 
ieems it was now given up ; but the rendezvous being 
carried on, fome who attended Hill believed that t6 
have been the objeA of it, till they were convinced of 
its being laid afic^ by the event. Marflial wifhed to 
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have Countermanded the order* foon after they were 
ifliied. 

Bradford proraifed Hamilton and others to advife 
the rfailitia, vvlloitiet at Wafhington, not to march to 
Braddoqk*s field. They were convened in the court- 
houfe, and Meff. Rofs and Stokely addreffed them with 
the mofl: powerful reafons, todiffuadethem from proceed- 
ing further. Bradford notwiihftanding his agreement 
to the contrary, addreffed them with vehement decla* 
mation in favour of proceeding. They- had liflened 
attentively to the firll fpeakers, but appeared to be fo 
influenced by Bradford's fpeech, thatwhen Maifhal rofe 
after him to offer fome reafons again ft proceeding, he 
could not be heard, and that night his houfe was tarred 
and feathered This expreffion of refentment feems 
to have been the reafon of his proceeding farther in 
that courfe, from which he feemed defirous of retreat- 
ing ; from this and fome other inftances it appears he, 
was not fo much a leader, as he was led by Bradford, 
and pufhed forward by his dread of tiiofe, whofe mea- 
fures he had at firft inconfiderately countenanced. 

This was the only open attempt that was made to 
addrefs the people who were colleded by the circular 
letter, and if it had not been for Bradford the attempt 
Would have been fuccefsful. It was with great difficul- 
ty they were got to parade for the march after leaving 
ihecourt houfe ; few but young men and boys appeared 
willing ; but it was not thought proper they Ihould go 
alone, and if any marched it had been agreed among 
the moderate people that they would go in company.. 
Colonel Stokely, though he had openly oppofed the 
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hiea^re, put himfelf at the head of h's tegiment^ 
Mr. Rofs the fenator, general Taylor and others wh<5 
were equally oppofed to the rrieafures went ailb, 

I have been the more particular <n le'ating the 
rendezvous at Braddock's field, as it rad the molt for- 
midable afpevft^ and approached nearefl to the defcrip- 
tlon of a combination againftthe governm nt, of any 
inftance that happened during the diforders ; yet when 
examined, it does hwt prove to be a combination of 
the people of any county, but of fix men in a tavern, 
who wifhed, probably, to inflame the people into a 
combination, which, however, did n(^t take p.ace, for 
there appears to have been no plan laid, nor combnia- 
tion entered into, at the rendezvous. Ordering the 
expullion of the two men and direct ng the march to 
Pitcfburgh, vi^as conducted by a committee compofed 
in part of very orderly well difpofed men, who thought 
it imprudent to objeft to any meafure dit^^ated by 
Bradford, whofe tenor was aided by the occafional in- 
terference of fome desperate men who were not of 
the committee. The march to Pittfburgh, and the 
expulfion; though very difagreeabie to the committee 
members from PutflDurgh, was ag- eed to even by them. 
No man ever commanded an army, fo great a propor- 
tion of which were traitors to the caufe, nor had fuch 
a deference paid to him with fo iiitxe iincenty, as 
Bradford, on this occafion* 

Though this formidable parade made an auonifh* 
ing noife and appearance, it van.'ihed in f.iiOKe like a 
rocket, and left no trace of its tianladions t ehind, 
except the march to Puifbuigh, fur the pu»pole of pa- 
rade ; yet its ettetis were unuouuttdly raore peinici- 



io6 HISTORY OF THE 

ous than thofe which were produced by any preceding 
cxcefs. Till now the flanae bad been confined to a 
fmall fpace ; but from this it ipread to a diftance. The 
countenance given to the rendezvous and the acquiefl 
cence in Bradford's meafures, apparent in the condudl 
of judges, attornies, the fenator of Congrefs, and other 
refpe(5table citizens, includingthe whol^ of the magif- 
irates, other oiBcers, and merchants, of Pittfburgh, the 
motives for which were not underftood, gave the ap- 
pearanceof unanimity inthecaufe, and inconfiderate 
people in other places became aihamed that they had 
. done nothing. It had been reported from the Mingo 
meeting, thai Bradford and Brackenridge had pledged 
their lives and fortunes for the lawfulnefs and fuccefs 
of the meafures ; their legal abilities were extolled by 
infatuated people at the time, and it was bclievect that 
under their diredion the plans muft be well laid, and 
judicioufly conduded, and the qotncenance given at 
Braddock*s field by fo many men of found judgment 
and refpedable charader was efteemed an infallible 
teft of the goodnefs of the caufe. However neceflary 
this temporizing condud was on the occafion^ it had a 
very bad effed on the country at large. It was believ- 
ed, however, by thofe who pradifed it, that this was the 
moft certain method offavingPittfburgh^ and preventing 
the efFufion of human blood. Bradford's movements 
were too rapid to allow time fordefenfivearrangements» 
©r to find out in whom they could have confidence. 
The time had been when MarQial would have been 
one of the firft applied to an fuch occafions ; the man^ 
ner in which he and fome others now aded, made every 
perfon be fufpeded till his fentiments could be unc- 
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quivocally known, and the impTeffions of terror made 
prudent perfons cautious in divulging their fcntiments. 

It was but a few days after this that a party went to 
therefidencc of Weils in Fayette county, burned his 
houfe, and , compelled him to refign hiscommiffion, 
and fwear not to hold the office in future. He was 
coUedlor for Weftmorelandand Fayette counties. This 
party appears to have gone from the parts of Weftmore- 
land adjoining, and to have been joined by a few from 
Fayette. There appears to have been a fmaller pro- 
portion of men of common difcretion engaged in 
this than in the attack onNeviFs houfe. The houfe of 
Wells was burnt without refiftance or oppofition, and 
againft the remonftrance of the moft prudent; 
feveral were forced by this party to go along with 
them contrary to their inclination. 

Threatening letters were fent into the center and 
fotithern parts of Weftmoreland to excite them to go 
againft Webfter, colledor of Bedford, and many poor 
people in thofe parts had caufe of complaint againft 
him, which did not exift againft other excife officers. 
He had made a pradicc of feizing liquors on the road 
from poor people, who were carrying it to procure their 
fait, or other neeeffaries; fome inftances of this might 
be mentioned that were very inhumane; fometimes he 
was contented with receiving the excife tax and letting 
the liquors pafs, but generally he kept all, and fometimes 
detained the horfes for a time,reftoring them again as 
a matter of favour. Thishardftiip fell generally on 
the poor, for he let others pafs, eventhough they called 
anddrankat his tavern, with their loads. It was believed 
be did not account with the pi^blic for the proceeds. 
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That his condud was not' agreeable to law was aflerte4 
by the infpedor, when he wasapplicd to, but no redrefs 
was given^ nor was the pradice relinquijihed. The 
law authorifiug feizure was pot made till June ivnr 
mediaiely preceding the infurredion. 

The party who went again ft Webftcr were com- 
paratively finall, fome of thern were from .Bedfor4 
county^ but much the greateft number were from the 
parts of WcftiTJoreland adjoining, ipany of whom had 
had their liquors unlawfully feized by him. They 
thought it robbery, nor do I know if they ithought 
amifs. The law fubjcded diftilleries to the officers, 
but did not at that titne fubjed people travelling ori 
the road who bad nothing to do with the entry of ftills, 
more than a man taking his grift to the mill, jiad to do 
with the tax having been paid on the miH by its 
owner. 

Webfter made no refiftance, but brought out ,hifi 
papers, and tore and trod on them. The party diflfer-* 
ed among themfelves. Some were for tarring, fear 
thering, S^c. Fire was fet to bis hay ftacks and ftables, 
but the more moderate party were the naajority. They 
extinguilhed the fire and proteded the man from any 
other "injury than infalting language, Not agreeing 
bow he ihould be treated they took him along with 
them feme miles, ^nd apprehenfions being entertained 
by bimfelf and fome others, of the outrageous party 
falling back and treating him ill when the. others were 
gone, he was taken into Weftmoreland and there be^ 
ing lodged in fafety that night, he was permitted. tQ 
return home the next day without further injury. He 
had expeded the vifit, probably before it was thpugU 
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pf by thofe who made it, and had taken refuge in the 
town of Bedford ; but finding himfelfunfafe there he 
^returned to his own houfe and prepared for the 
event. 

Immediately after the meeting at Mingo creek, 
Bradford wrote to the principal perfons in the neigh- 
bouring counties of Virginia, prefling them in the 
moft urgent manner ^p fend Delegates to the meeting, 
which was appointed to be held at Parkifon's Ferry, 
His fending this letter, aiidtheftyle in which it was 
wrote, indubitably proves the improvement he defign- 
ed to make of the t'arkifon meeting. His robbing the 
mail, and direfliUg the rendezvous at Braddock's field, 
were calculated to inflame the minds of the people 
prdvioufly to that meeting, and encreafethe number of 
thofe who would be rendered defp^trate by their crimes^ 
In this he was but too fuccefsfuii. The threatening 
letters to excite the people to attack Wells and Web- 
fter, though they have not been traced to Bradford^ 
were no doubt a part of the plan, and by their means 
sjnd the Braddock's field rendezvous, the infatuatioil 
was vaflly extended and the number of offences was 
encreafed, between the meeting at Mingo creek and 
that at Parkifon's Ferry. Even in Virginia an Excife 
officer had tied, and a riot was committed, at tlie place 
o£ his lefidcnjce. 
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A F T E R the writs had been ferved om 
the diftillers of Fayette county, they held a meeting 
to confult what was belt to be done, at which dther 

difcreet perfons befides the diftillers attended. They 
felt exceedingly hurt at being obliged to attend the 
Diftrifl court in Philadelphia, after competent powers 
had been vefted in the ftate courts. Yet although thd 
news of the riots and their fatal efFcAs reached them ; 

and although it was knpwn that parties of armed men 
were then affembled, in ijome of the neighbouring 
counties, in order to intercept the infpe(5tor of the reve- 
nue and the marflial ; an idea of combining with the 
rioters was not even fuggefted at the meeting ; but on 
the contrary it was unanimpufly agreed, that in future 
the diftillers (hould either abandon their occupation, 
or enter their ftills, and that thpfe who had been 
fummoned Ihould immediately evince their fubmiflion, 
by entering an appearance to the refpe(5^iye fuits, la 
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purfuance of that agreement an cxprefs was aflually fent 
to Philadelphia, council was retained, and inft millions 
for legal and confciencious defence were given ; but 
it feems that the writs were made returnable at a 
time when no court was fitting ; and this error in point 
of law was deemed fufficient to vitiate the procefs ; 
and to fuperfede the neceflity of entering the appea- 
rance of the feveral defendants. During this meet- 
ing at Union town, a letter was received, with the pro- 
pofition for the meeting of the four Weftern coun-* 
ties by their delegates at Parkifon's Ferry. But fo predo- 
minant was the apprehenfion, that fuch an affemblage 
would encreafe the degree of inflammation, and extend 
the influence to greater numbers, and fo eager was 
the hope that the riots might be confined to the place 
where they originated, and might fubfide or be quel- 
led, without any extraordinary interference, that this 
ptopofition was reludantly read, and never taken into 
confideration. See Gallatin' s fpeech^ pages ganJ lo. 

In the county of Weftmoreland no writs had been 
ferved nor riots committed, confequently they had nd 
meeting of diflillers nor received any letters; but on 
feeing the appointment of the Parkifon's Ferry meeting 
in the gazette, the influential people determined to 
pay no attention to it, being apprehenfive that the in- 
flammation might be fpreadby it rather than fuppreffed, 
and that it might be conftrued as giving countenance to 
the riots which led to thatappointment. This advertife- 
mentmadefimilarimpreffionson the people ofPittfljurgh 
alfo at the firft ; but on obferving.the rapid progrefs 
of the inflammation, and the fucceflion of exceffes 
which bad been promoted, efpecially the rendezvous 
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at Braddock's field ; the choofing of difcreet delegated 
to attend the Parkifon meeting, appeared to be the only 
feafible means of ftemnling the current of diforder, un- 
til the people^ who were fo highly itifliamed, would 
cool down, and until the cautious arid timid would 
fhake off the panic, or lay afide that exceffive caution, 
by which they were governed, and ftand forward in de- 
fence of the laws, and of that liberty, whofe name wds 
proftituted to blazon the moft tyrannical meafurcs. 

Thefe alarming circumftanccs made the fame im- 
preffion on all the four counties, without any opportu- 
nity of confultation ; confequently the townlhips they 
C(mtained were generally reprefented at that meeting t 
but from the fhort time there was to give warning of 
this fecond determiriation, no means could be adopted 
to regulate the eleclions or to imprefs the cautious part 
of the citizens with a fenfe of the neceflity of their 
attending. The general ftate of thdfe eledions can- 
not be better defcribed than it is done by Mr. Gallatin,* 
in his fpeech page 13 : 

*' The meeting was partly a true reprefentation of 
the people, but it was partly not fo; for as there is not 
in this fiate any regular townftiip meetings ; a few in- 
dividuals collefled in any one townfhip might appoint 
deputies, and the truth is that in almoft every cafe, a 
minority of the Inhabitants of the refpedive towniliips 
did make the appointments^ in every townfliip like- 
wife where there were any violent charaders, fuch 
charav5lers would undoubtedly attend the election, 
while on the other hand moderate men and friends to 
order were cautious either in attending the eledlions, 
or in fullering themfelves to be eleded; 
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The meeting at Parkifon'a Ferry was a pretty full 
though not a true or equal reprefentation. There 
were upwards of too delegates, three of thofe were 
from Ohio county in Virginia and two from Bedford 
county in Pennfyivaniai befides thofe from the four 
counties. The place of meeting was unfavourable, 
being in the neighbourhood in which the refiftancis 
bad originated, and wkhiil a mile of the dwelling hcufe 
of M' Fariane, who had been killed, and there were 
probably a greater number of fpedators than of dele- 
gates. 

The delegates convened on art emitientfe Under 
the (hade of trees { colonel Cook was appointed chair- 
man, and Albert Gallatin, fecretary« Itwasfoondif- 
covered that there wet6 a number of inflammatory p^r- 
fons among the delegatesi few of them however had 
talents* Bradford opened the meeting, with a (late- 
xnent of the events that had taken place, and conclu^' 
ded with reading the letters that bad been taken from 
the intercepted mail, with fome inflammatory com- 
ments on them. 

At this time the arriviiil of Commifllortets from the 
Prefident,* with powers for reftoring order in the 
Weftern Country, if a correfponding difpofltion was 
met with among thepeople^ was announced,to the Meet- 
ing. After a (hort paufe colonel Marfhal rofe and ex- 
prefled fome fatisCadlion at the information of the arri- 
val of GommUfioners { but faid that they (hould not 
on that account negleA the bufinefs of the meeting, 
and read fome refolutions that had been agreed on 
between Bradford and himfelf. The firft refolution, 
being againft taking the citizens, out of the vicrnity 
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for trial occafioned no conteft ; the fecond and moff 
imj^ortant refolution, runs in the following words : 

*^ Refolved that a flatidingcotnmittee be appointed^ 
to confiftof — members from each county, to bedenomi- 
nated a committee of public fafety ; whofe duty it ftiaU 
be to call forth the refources of the wefVm country, 
to repel any hoftile attempts that may be made againft 
ths citizens, or the body of the people." 

This, compared with the fubfequent refolution, 
was prefacing the pioceedings of the meeting by a di- 
red queftion, whether the weftern counties would 
raife the ftandard of rebellion or not. This was cer- 
tainly a hold attempt to form a combination hoftile 
to the government both of this flate and the United 
States. If fuch a refolution had been offered, before 
fuch a number of perfons had. become defperate by 
being iaJ^oived in the preceding riots, it Would not have"" 
been heard with patience ; but now it required both 
great addrefs and fortitude to parry it. Fortunately there 
was among the delegates a man well qualified for this 
purpofe. His fortitude was no doubt the greater, as 
he knew he was in no danger at home for what he might 
fay here. I mean Mr. Gallatiii, the fecretary. He rofe^ 
and began by ctiticifit>g on the word hoftility ; aflced 
what it meant, or from whence the hpftilities were 
to come. He alleged if it was the exertions of govern- 
ment that were defigned to be oppofcd, the term was 
improper; the exeitionsof government on the citizens 
in fupport of the laws being coercion and not hoftili-? 
ty. He encouraged them to exped no other means 
of coercion from government but through the judidar- 
ty, andaftera number of fenfibkohfervationsmov^d to 
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'refer'the refolution lo a feledl Committee. But fo 
great was the prevailing panic^ that notwithftanding the 
number of weil-difpof(e4 iBembers that were in the 
meeting, he was not fegoncjedi aft^r fome deUy, how- 
lever, Marfeal himfi^lf offered to withdraw the refolu - 
tion on condition, that a Qommittee of fixty fhould be 
' appointed, with power to call a new meeting of the 
people or their deputies. This was ihftantly agreed 
to, and a new refolution was fludioufly modified, fo as 
to enfure its adoption, and was agreed to by the meet- 
ing. In it a determination was expreffed ip fupport 
the ftate laws, and afford protecflion to tjie citizens ; 
this was an important ftep towards the r^ftoration 
of order ; for at th^t time no man thought himfelf 
4afe in many places in telling his real fentiments ; 
Threats were not only circulated in anonymous letters, 
but were contained in the mottos on liberty poles ; one 
was ercAed on the morning of the meeting and within 
view of it;, it was erected under the diredliop of 
one of thofe who finned the Braddock's field orders. 
The motto of it was ; Liherty and no excife^ and no 
qfylumfor coimrds or traitor s^. Every mgn was efteem- 
ed a coward or traitor, by thoiie diforganizers, who 
difapproved of their meafures. 

Mr. Gallatin had the fortitude to objecl to the ex- 
ception againft the excife, originally contained in the 
refolution for fupport of the municipal laws, Jind pro- 
cured it to be ftruck out ; but durft not off(^r an affir- 
mative refolution in favour of fubmitting to it. Indeed 
the doing fo at this time would have been imprudent, 
;ior would fucc^fs, in fuch a refolution, .have, been 
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of ufe; till (libmifiion to the municipal laws had been 
yeflored. 

Infhortthe refolutions, being five in number^ 
were difcuffed^ and referred to a committee confifting 
of Bradford) Brackenridge^ Gallatin^ and Herman 
Hufbands of Bedford, who new modelled thrtn before 
the next day*s meeting, at which they paffed without 
much difficulty* The committee of fixty or of one 
from each townChip, was appointed to meet at Red- 
flone pl^ort, on the 9d of September, and a com- 
mittee conMing of twelve members, three from each 
of the four counties^ was appointed to confer with the 
commiffioneis from the Prefident. Tbefe, with one 
exceptiofti were well chofen. 

The commiirioners c^me to a houfe near the meetti^ 
ing before it adjourned^ This rendered the fituation 
of the friends to order more delicate. It was urged 
by fome that the meetipg (hould not be diflbived till 
they would know and decide on the terms propofed by 
the commiffioners. With great addrefs, however, they 
were prevailed on to adjourn without day. Men of 
difcernment knew that nothing \\t)uld bring the peo* 
pie to a prpper fenfe of their duty, without time for re* 
fle<5tion, and for the prefent agitated flate of mind to 
fubfide. They knew alfo that it time could be pro- 
cured to difieminateknowledge among the peopleevery 
thing, that was neceffary, would be gai^ied. Therefore 
to reltore quietnefs apd gain tioie was. th? great objeA 
with Gallatin, and thofe who thought as he did* 

Brackenridge probably was a^uated by the fame mo- 
tives as Gallatin ; but fupported th^ meafures in a dif* 
fereni manner* lie often kept up the appearances. 
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UTid fomettmes ufed the boafting language, which were 
acceptable to Bradford's party, and oppofed Gallatin. 
Yet he always contributed to bring the proceedings to 
the fame iflue. 

James Edgar, one of the affociate judges of Walh- 
ington county, gave confiderable afliHance in prevail- 
ing on this meeting to adopt rcafonable preliminary 
meafures ; for fuch meaiures as would lay a foundation 
for the complete refloratin of order were all that was 
expei^ed or aimed.at this meeting, and this was ob- 
tained. There were ferious obje(5lions againfl keeping 
the people long together, and sigainR holding the confer- 
ence with theCommiluoners at this place { norwasRed- 
Aoneold fort, appointed for the meeting of the commit* 
teeoffixty^ wellchofen, norwcre the members, of which 
it was to be ccmpofcd, well felcd^ed. 'J hey were cho- 
fen nut of the Parkifon meeting delegates, by their, 
colleagues, before they left that place. Thofe who were 
mod fit in fome infiances excufed themfelves from 
attending, and their places were fupplied by ra(h and 
inflammatory perfons who were willing togo. To tKis 
clrcumftance I was attentive at the time, and obfer- 
ved it with fenlible regret. 

On the aoth of Auguft, thi: conferees wailed on the 
commiffioners at Pittfburgh, according to a previous 
appointment. Thomas M'Kean, Chief Juftice, and 
general William Irwin, commiffioners in behalf of the 
flate of Pennfylvania, had alfo arrived at Pittfburgh. All 
the conferees, except Bradford, were ferioufiy difpo- 
fed to fubmit to the laws and the refloration of order. 
It was evident at the Parkifon Ferry meeting, and on 
fome other occafionF, that Mar{}-ial wiflied only for a 
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fafe oppottunity of abandoning the caufe ; and this op^ 
portunity was now offered. On the firftconfultation held 
by the conferees, they all, except Bradford, agreed that the 
intereft of the country, afid their duty as citizens, rendered 
fubmiflion neceflary and prpper. .Som^ perfons, who 
they cxpeifled had influence on Bradford, were em- 
ployed to converfe with him on the fubjed, and 
ugainft the next day he feemed perfeAly reconLcile4 
to fubmillion. 

The CommiflTioners propofed an amnefty for all 
offences comrpitted before that date, and cettain be- 
neficial arrangements, for ^djufting delincjuencies and 
profecutions for penalties now depending^ to be made, 
4md communicated by the officers appointed to carry 
;the faid afts into execution. Thele arrangements were 
undjerftood in converfation to apply to all arrears 
due for excife, and penalties for not entering their 
iliils. The conferees were alfo invited to recommend 
fuch officers as they would have confidence in for the 
execution of the excife jaw. 

Thfe conditions, on which thefe privileges wex^ 
offeree, were, that the general committee, to meet 
at Redflone old fort, {hould explicity declare their 
determination to fubmit to the laws of the United 
States, and that they would not diredly nor indiredlly 
oppofe the execution of the acls for raifing a revenue 
on diftillcd fpirits or ftills, and that they would expli- 
citly recommend a perfed and entire a^quiefcence un- 
der the execution of faid acls. That they alfo would 
lecommend that no violence, injuries or threats, fliould 
be offered to the perfous or property of officers, or 
complying citizens. 
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The conferees, for themfelves, promifcd an entiri 
aquiefcence, and to recommend the fame to the com- 
mittee at Redflone ; which they agreed to call four 
days fooner than had been appointed* 

TheCommiflionersonbehalf of the State, propo- 
fed an amnefty for all indiflable offences againft the 
laws of the State, on condition of their keeping the 
peace and complying with the terms propofed by the 
United States. Thefe Commiffioners, as well as the 
Commiffioners of the United States, . laboured much 
according to the opportunixies afforded them, to bring 
the people to a proper fenfe of their duty and intereft, 
and to remove their difEcuUies, and corredl their 
tniftakes. 

While the CommiCioners were at Pittfburgh, a 
X'ery feditious libel was pafted up on the Market-houfe^ 
and afterwards publiflied in the gazstte. It was wrote 
in the form of a dialogue^ and iufulted the Commif- 
fioners, the militia of the lower counties, and particu- 
larly the militia of New- Jerfey, in a very irritating man- 
her, and contained a number of the ftrongeft popular 
arguments againft the execution oftheExdife law, and 
boafts of the intrepidity of thofe who were oppofed to 
it^ It was wrote in a ftyle and manner well fuited to 
encourage and embolden the ignorant and obftinate 
part of the people, which was the clafs that now gave 
moft trouble. It might well pafsforaprodudion of Tom 
the Tinker, and indeed it was believed to have flowed 
from that fource ; though on enquiry it turned out to 
be the production of one who had been always a friend 
to the Excife and the government, though he had not 
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been adlive in endeavouring to rcftcre order ; in 

thia refpeifl he was neutral. 

Though the conferees had done every thing in their 

power to obtain the moil favourable terms, and though 
the commiifioners of the United States, and of the 
commonwealth, had granted every thing that was in 
the power of the federal and date executive to grantt 
with very few exceptions even in the opinion of Brad- 
ford himfeif, yet many of thofe who flood mod in need 
of the offered amnefty became inflamed againfl the con* 
fereesi and circulated a report, that they had received 
bribes i this incredible flory gained ground particular- 
ly among the Germans, who, with a number of the 
moil ignorant every where, but particularly adjacent 
to the Monongahela, thought that the conferees fhould 
have agreed to nothing lefs than an unconditional re- 
peal of the excife law. They did not comprehend 
the difference between the executive and legiflative 
authority ; nor was there ^ime to inflruA them. 

The conferees, knowing the importance of time 
in the prefent flate of the country, were importunate 
with the commiffioners to obtain it, but their own 
authority being limited to a (hort day, it was not in their 
power to grsfht this requeft, which was however of the 
lafl importance in giving effeA to ail they had gratlted* 
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. . kJ N the 28ih of Auguft, the comtriittc^ 

of fixty inet at Redftone old fort (Brownfville). While 
they were colleding, an armed party arrived frdm thei 
tipper parts of Wafhingtdn county, who paraded the 
ilreet with a drum beating* This party confided of 
about fixty or feventy infantry; well iimtd with.riflesi 
and a few light horfemen mounted in udifof m. This^ 
and the reports of extreme inflamdiation among Tom 
Tinker's men, together with a letter und<r that figna* 
ture, which it fee'msthe editor of the gazette thought 
it even now imprudent to refufe to publifli ; and in 
vcrhich the conferees are charged with being traitors, 
encouraging Tom's friends to perfevere, and contain* 
ing fevere denunciations againft cowards and traitors ; 
and the feditious and infulting dialogue, which I have 
before mentioned, coming out about the fame time, 
and then fuppofed to be from the fame quarter, and 
the meeting^t^ing in the vicinity of an inflamed neigh-- 

P 
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bourhood, I fay all thefe circumftanccs confpirecl tCf 
intimidate the delegates to a degree inconfiflent with 
that calmnefsand refle<3ion neceffaryfor deliberation. 
This was fo evident that forae of thofe^ vs^ho had the 
quieting of the country much at heart, hefitated about 
the propriety of attempting to fupport the reports 
Gallatin, however, wais difpofed to try it^ and others 
agreed with him in making the attempt. 

It foon appeared that the declared objed of the arm- 
ed party was, to chaftife gan^uei Jackfon, a weahh/ 
miller in the neighbourhood, "^for having called the 
committee ajcrub Congrefs. He had ufcd this expref- 
lion in- jeft at Pittfburgh, in company with the con- 
ferees, where it was confidered as inoffenfive ; but 
being carried abroad^ .apdiarttuUy raifrepiefentcd, oc- 
calioned the iparGh bf the .party in arms, who* beiifiFg 
Wghly Pgiiated- and heated 'with ddnk mig-fit »hav^ 
giy en another ex^mple:ofrtfcs».ndalows ouiiage,: li^d ^dt 
the conimitt^e interpofed ^ by its iasfluaiKea vifit to 
Jaclcfqti's d\^eUing-.by the. party, w-irs pr^vent^d, an^ 
they were prevailed oi* to. jkccepti-of fliaiacknpwl6dge«ne»t 
dndia treat- from rhipoasa conppleie^atonemetic^er h$6 
offence. Thus t,bis matter «ndeid, .but the party con- 
tinued at Brownfvdjlle till night, ;aiid>by Xheir prefenc€ 
and th-reats jQveraw^-theLirtMting. 

When tbe^ cpiajmiitce. proceeded lo biifinefs, Brad^ 
fprd urged t,o t^jkethe vote idom€diia£ely,^ejcpri?ffing hi& 
furprife tb?t ^ny m^nlSwwld helitaieorfee unjprepare4 
to decide; ; ixqm. hi9iXii>3iym&Xs it iwasevident that, - Bot^ 
witb(lA^^i?g his ^veeme^tto the tenns of • fubtDiffion 
at Pitiiburgbi ^aflidrbisi^cmifesio the commiifioxicrs 
and his. 9Qll€ji^iies, y.he '^a3:n.owidetegakiii^.^o:ft''a^ fum<- 
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mity rejedtiop of the report j and il was then generally 
believed that the arftied -party was brought there for the 
purpofeoffupporfinghiiri, and averawing the meeting. 
This- ifid^ed- was afterwards found to be a miflake, and 
jhat this party ktiew nothing of the meeting at Btownf- 
yille, until they wei'e far advanced on their way to it ; 
.they lived in a part of the country where little infor- 
mation circulated, and though they were, perhaps as 
much inflamied againft the excife law, and the officers 
as any others, yet they were not engaged in the attack 
on NeviFs bpufi?, nor any of the fubfequent riots, but 
were excited to this undertaking by fdme of Jackfon's 
neighbours,^ who had a private difference with him. 
However their prefpnce jind behaviour made the fame ' 
iaipreflion on the- committee, as if they had come with 
the* exprefs <!e(ign to over?iw them, j|nd anfwered the 
Umt puTpofe to Bradford. 

• It requi-rjEd^reat addrcfs in the comm^ttep topror 
gate an adjouYntiifent of the queftion till the next day. 
Oil this oGcafion James Edgar, in an addrefs containing 
ii1>nical compliments on Bradford's ftrength of mind, 
which he probably look to he real, and arguments in 
favour of time for wgak- nieh like hirafelf to make 
up their mind, delivered' in a Ijlyle well adapted 
10 the bearers^- and which coukj' not give oflferice, con- 
tsibuted grfe^tly to procure the a<^ournmerit. 

■ Means i^et^e ufed to prevail on^ the armed patty to 
r«tn:e that night, and the next day the gallery of fpec- 
tators was m*uch thinned^ but reports were circulated 
that Bradford who lodged "on^ the Wafhington fide of 
the riverthat night, had bound himfelf faintly with a 
i^^imberctf others to fuppoit the oppofition by fprcc qf 
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a?:ms, until government would be brought to sigrce Wt 
equivocally to their own ternjs ; it appeared by what 
followed that the ide? of a complete revolutiMi 
was now taken up by Bradford, and it was certain that 
fevcral of the moll obftiiiate of thofe who originated thcj 
prefent violeqt mcafures were among the fpeclators, 
and perhaps fomp of them ipembers of the committee j 
but Marihal aqd others qf the moft rcfpedable men 
among them had totally withdrawn from their intereft. 

The committpewas opened next morning by a 
long, fenfible and ploqueptfppech by Mr. Gallatin ; he 
alone would venture to open the bufing fs in this direA 
manner. In thig fpe<5ch, no piotivp to fybmiffion was 
Iqft unexplained, nor any objed) ion left unanfwered; 
he. was fupported by Mr. Brakenridge, who having no 
new gToun4 of argument kft unexplained, enforced 
^nd enlarged on the arguments already offered and ad- 
dreffed their confciences and their fears. His argu- 
ment was of the naore importance that it was dcQifive ; 
formerly he had temporized in fuch a manner as to 
induce the rioters to believe he w^s a friend tp theiy 
caufe. 

But like the fpirit which at uplucky occaiions 
aduated the liraelitifti.kin^, ^the frenzy which adua- 
ted Bradford during the whole of this period, at 
this unlucky moment impelled him to rife andaddrefs 
the -committee ip ? moft extravagant harangue, in the 
cpurfe of which he urged the propriety of eredling an 
independent government, a(nd alleged that the Fede- 
ral government had only tempered with Spain and 
Britain about the Miffiffippi and the weftern pbfls, 
and trifled with the Indians. Let us be ipdepen^ert* 
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fdyi hs, and we will accomplifh tbefe objeds in a few 
months. For a fource of fupplies he prcpofed killing the 
firft army that came againft us, and fupplying ourfelvc^ 
wkh arms and ammunition as the French bad done* 
This harangue did not contain fufficient good fenfe 
to be reliflied, even by many of his admirers, though 
it excited their inflammation, and fiill more intimidated 
the Committee, who from the fuppofed combination 
formed over night were, many of them, afraid that 
this inflamatory difcourfe was thefignal ofadual: vio- 
lence. They were hewever millaken. If this was the 
mod abfurd and inconfiflent exertion Mr. Bradford 
inade, it was his laft in that way- He left the meeting 
when he faw the vote went againft him, and afterwards 
iigned the term^ of fubmiflfion, and advifed others to 
(ign them ; but receding that it would not cover the 
offence he had committed at this meeting* he left the 
country before the army came up. 

The arguments were concluded by Mr. Edgar ; 
fome part of his fpeech Aruck my attention fo much« 
and I recolle<5lit fowelK that I will trouble the reader 
with a C^rt extract of it. 

He ftated, that he had been a member of the con- 
vention which ratified the federal conftitution, andhad 
in it obje<5led to the unquali^ed power of levying ex- 
cifes, bqt that they bad fubmitted to it, many of them 
had^dvpcated itin allHs parts ; Their officers, legif- 
lative, executive and judicial had fworn to fupport it, 
andthey had all voted for members of Congrefs and 
applied to the governnoient for protedion under it, 
wbich w^s Ji fol^mn acknowledgement of their alle-. 
giance to it, with all the powers with which* it was 
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vefted.- Tltat wh^tt^ey might think :|i.'ptetilatQrcranll "- 
ine5cp)edieni exercife of the power T5f ie^jriiig exrcifcs,' " 
flteW .rrevfcr juftify them ^. in renounchigr aUegwttce* tp' 
the*goi?ernmeht, and would eqiKiIly juftify 4 rcfifhince 
to* evtt-y law, becaufe: every general law occafione4 
Complaiut .fromrioQie. on: whom itprefTed hat^v 

• Hb gave aniaflfediugdefcrrptionriot the dlfVr6fl[kr| ' 
fituairJon into which thpy had inconfild^ratetjr brotight 
thdnqifeLvesi» and ftafied Jthe ^fympathy with which thiiy 
hadheen treated by their friends, wliQ when tkey ha4 
nothliig^toicaron ih^ir own ;|Ccount had yet put thexn- 
fclves in fufpicious fituations, and m^dib'in fome reff 
p^As a common caufe with thenii with tio ether view 
than the'niorc effediially to difpofe governniem tQ 
grant an oblivion for theii? paft offences,- on: conditiori 
pptheir fatuiJe fubmiflion to the laws,- a«id which could: 
not be gramtd:pn.ai:^y Qch^t condition ; that now'that 
- objecl being as liberally offered as they had any relifon 
to'«xpe<a., if it ivasobftinasely refufed, they would not 
only have tbemfelves to blarae for the h^rdfliips- thejr^ 
wonld bring on thenafeivcs^ tbeir» families and cotini?ry, 
but for ingratitude to their friends, who had laboiired 
widrfomdch zea| to extricate them from, their diffi- 
cuities* With fuch expoftulations, and amumbei*- of- 
cogent reafons and adviceSy he concluded a pretty long- 
ipeechl The refpedability of his cbarader f6t trtla- 
piety, good mot ais, and'eafy njanners,* ^s^well ai-tha 
good pradtical fenfe exprefled in his difcdurfe inafintple 
arid affe<5tionate manner, drewtheattenfeion-ofall des- 
criptions of the audience. His gray haitsi/^hich gave 
him the appearance of being older than he teally wa^ 
hadalfo fome effed. - 



iNSLf^RR^Gf ION. H4j 

1 had nwerheard^ fpeechcs that I Tiiore 2tdt?nrly 
defiredto fee in print than thoiexielivered on this oc^-* 
Gafion. They would not only be valuable oti account 
of the oratory 'sind information difplaycd * in all the 
three, andefpeci^Hy in Gallatin's^ who opened the ^^tray, 
but they wouldalfo have be*n the beft hiftbry tjf the 
fpirit, andthe *mrftakes, which then ailuated men*s 
ttiinds. But copies of them could not be procured. 
They were del'veredAvithont any previous prspatat ion 
ether than a complete knowledge of the actual 'ftate of 
things, and of human nature when in fimilar eircum-^ 
fiances. This knovvlcdge, and the importance of the 
occalion on which it was exhibiied, produced fuch inge-* 
iiuity ofreafoningandenergyof exprefl:on, asrieverpcr- 
haps, had been exhibited by the fame orators before. But 
afterall that could be done by reafoning, it was a matter 
of great di.ficulty to get a vote taken. When the vote 
was taken, the meeting were not unanimous, there 
were 34 Yeas and 23 Nays ; fix men it is afferted fa id 
afterwards tlisit they had given in the Nay ticket inflead 
of the Yea, by m i flake ; the certainty of this cannot 
be known, though if it had not happened they need 
not have told it, for no one knew how another voted. 
The vote was on the following refolution. Tba/ in 
the opinion of this commit tee^ it is the inter eft of the 
people of this country to a "C^de to the propofils made ky 
the commjjioners of the United States : The majority 
through tear refufed to put the queflion on the laft 
propofition, though it v/as on agreeing to it that the 
eventual fuccefs of the meeting depended. Their 
fears were Certainiy greater than their danger, for 
though feveral ui^mbe^s fpoke decifively in favourjof 
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fubmiflioEi, no infult was offered to "them. Their ' p^-^^ 
iiic was not only infpired by the place and circumftan- 
ces» but many of them were afraid of mifchief at home- 
^he Tom Tinker's letter recently publiChed hacl 
concluded with fevere threats, algainft. thofe who 
would comply^ Indeed threats of burning houfes> 
tarring and feathering fee. were now made by a def- 
er iption of people, whofe voice is not heard in fociety 
in fettled times. I have laid before that feveral of tb^ 
committee-men were not well fele^Sed, fome of thend 
I knew to be of the moft inflammatory charailers. 
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1 T was plainly pferceivM that Ibtigfer tiftie 
^as Tieceffary ; a new committee of 1 2 conferees wai 
appointed to procure it, if poflible. The conferee* 
who had been with the commiffioners before, though 
they knew that time alone was neceffary to bring the 
people to a fenfe of their intereft and duty^ before the 
terms were finally fubmitted to them, believed it could 
not be obtained, and as there had been imputations 
againft them, they declined the appointment, and 1 2 
new conferees were appointed, of whom only 8 waited 
on the commiffioners at Pittsburgh, who had it not in 
their power to grant longer time as their own authori'^y 
was to expire in a few days. 

On the terms propofed by the commiffion-^ 
ers not being decided on by the committee of 6o, 
they withdrew them, and fubftituted new ones, to be 
fubfcribed by the people individually in their town 
meetings, or eledion diftridls ; this mode of taking 
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the fenfc of the people had been recommended by the 
committee of 60, and fome of the new conferees ap- 
pointed the method of taking the fe'nfe of the people 
in diftrids, and others in townfhips for their refpec- 
tive counties. 

The teft to be- fobferibcd -was in the following 
words : *^ I do folemnly promife henceforth to fubmit 
to the I4WS of the United States ; and that I will not 
direif^ly or indiredtly oppofe the execution of the z&, 
for raifing a revenue on dift;lled fpirits and (tills, and 
that I will fupport as far as the law requires the civil 
authority in affording the protection due to all oflBcert 
and other citizens." 

Thefe terms were agreed to on the ^d September, 
but it was the 4th before they were got printed ready 
for the conferees to leave Pittfburgh ; confequently 
there was but fk days to fpread the necef&ry ioforma^ 
lion through a. country, containing 70,000 inbabitaskis, 
(exclufive^of the extenfive county pf Bedford, fbrwhicii 
ihe teftwajs alfo intended,) fpr€a4 over a territory 
net much lefs extenfive than the flate of ConneAicalt, 
which fends feven members to Congre^, and inter^- 
fperf^d with mountains and lar^e bodies of unfeated 
I^nds^ Four of the conferees not atten4ing left fome 
large diftrids wholely without the means of informa- 
tion, but though exertions were made to. circulate the 
• neceffary information, yet th^re was no opportunity 
of imprefling on the cautious citizens, who had from 
, an excefs of prudence declined attending all the for- 
mer meetings, the neceffity of attending this one^ and 
the people generally had nq opportunity of perufing 
the tefl they were requirjed to. fubibribe, uatil the 
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hour they tnet on the ground tofign their names ; not 
fhen had they had time, or opportunity for deliberate- 
ly making up their minds. 

The vjord fglemnJy was confidcrcd as an oath, and 
from henceforth, as an acknowledgement of having 
pffended heretofore, which with much the greater num- 
ber of the inhabitants in general, and many diftriAs 
with rcfpe(ft to the whole inhabitants, was not true. 
Thecpmmiffioners indeed agreed thatthofe dbjedl ion- 
able, words ihould be lilricken out, and publiflied it in 
the gazette ; but the gazette did not, nor could not 
arrive in moft places till after the day of figning. Id 
fome places Wowever the people fuppreffed thefe words 
themfelves. The \yord indire(5^1y was underftood by 
Daany as calculated to bind them from even petitioning 
againft the excife law for the future, and the fhort 
fpace of an hour or two at a confufed meeting did not 
afford leifure nor compofure for tbofe who were capa- 
ble, and fo difpofed, ro inform and advife the people. ' 
It is welj[ known that a legiflative body compofed of 
the wifeft citizens will not paft a law for the leafl: im* 
portant purpofe, without various readings on feveral 
different days \ it qould not be expeded that an unin- 
formed mafs of people could make up their mind to 
fubfcribe what amounted to a new teft of allegiance, 
with fo little time or compofure for deliberation. The 
difficulty was much encrcafed by thie number and 
fmallnefs of the diflri(fls in which they were covened ; 
this gave an opportunity, for fuch as feldora attended 
eledions, and wbofe voice was never heard on other 
public occalidns, who had not horfes to ride nor 
cloathsto put on, to attend the meetings, ovcraw them^ 
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, qnd infult the very perfons, by whofe fympathy thei^B 
families had been prcferved from famine. This- took 
place in fome townfliips and fmall diflrids, where no 
exceffes had formerly be^n committed. By this def- 
cription 1 do not mean to implicate the induftriouj 
poor. There were no people behaved better than 
mofl: of thofe. I have cbferved ftriking inftances of 
the virtue ^nd ufefulnefs of this clafs of men ; their 
advice was often attended tQ, when men who were 09 
ordinary occafions influential, would not be heard. It is 
known, that to all new fettlements there is a conftant 
Jngrefs of the moft indolent people, who are not only 
ilothful, but ignorant and obHinate, and who having 
pothing to lofe and little expe6)ation of bettering their 
fondition by induftry, delight in promoting confufion. 
This defcription of people was become bold and dan- 
gerous at this period, and the non-attendance of a 
great proportion of thofe who having given no offence 
were determined to^^« no teft, gave the greater oppor- 
tunity in lome places for difoiderly perfons to domi- 
neer ; they did fo m fome places to fuch a degree as to 
prevent in a great meafure the defign of the meeting 
from being obtained. Thoughtheydidnot exceed a fourth 
pr a fifth of the number prefent, yet defperatipn and 
threats of burning fupplied the place of numbers, and 
it was not thought prudent on that day to put the law 
in execution, as the country diftri(5^s did not know the 
fituation the county towns were in, or whether taking 
perfons to prifon inight not lead to further riots. 

In the refuJt, however, out of above forty different 
places of meeting for thepurpofe of fubfctibing the 
alTurancefi, at only two of them were the papers torn by 
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a defperate banditti. One of thefe was at the place 
where the people w|io needed an amnefty were numer-* 
oas, the" other was that in which I refide, where Verf 
few had been guilty of any excefles. At one place in 
Allegany county the fignine w^s prevented by violence 
or terror, where it w^s the intereft of many to have 
fubfcribed ; at a few other fuch places, the fubfcribin^ 
was donp with difficulty. Nevertheless thofe who had 
been deeply engaged in the excefles generally figned, 
except a few of the mofl: ignorant and obftinate ; ther^ 
were fome indeed who had dared to engage in the greats 
eft outrages, who had not courage to fublcribe for their 
own fafety, left they would be coqfidered as defert- 
ei's. 

In fome of the townftiipsnext to the frontiers, eve^i 
the people who attended the meetings abfolutely re- 
fufed to iign, becaufe there were none among them who 
had given offence, or at any time oppofed the executioii 
of the excife law. They topk it amifs that they were 
called upon ; and fome diflricts in the upper parts ojp 
Waftiington were not warned. Indeed the people gener- 
ally, who had been much diftrefled all round the extenfive 
frontier, had no hand in originating, or carrying on the 
diflurbances, nor did theyappearat all in it, till they were 
folicited to (end delegates toParkifon's ferry to promote 
the reftoration of order, , and as far ^s I could obfervc- 
or be informed, they uniformly contributed to that de- 
firable obje(5\ in every inftance, till the fubfcribing 
was called for, and then they faid, let thon fign in the 
places where they are involved. Some, however, vver^ 
perfuaded to. do it frqm policy. They had net only 
behaved well themfelves, but from fome places offered 
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their fctviccs, particularly to general Wilkin to quelj 
the jnfurgents. 

The ?rwholc county of Fayette aded on the fame 
principle. They had fubm-tted to the authority of 
the joaarflial, and regularly entered for their appear- 
ance to thfe a<5lion, and knew that there were few if any 
rriminals among them ; they therefore refufed to fign 
to the terms of the commiifioners ; but in order to fa- 
tisfy government with refped to their intention, they 
formed refolutionsof^their own, and at a meeting of 
delegates from th$ feveral townfhips, unanimoufly 
Agreed to fubmit to the laws of the United States and 
of this ilate, and not to oppofe directly or indiredl^ 
fhe ads for raifing 4 revenue on diflilled fpirits, fiills. 
Sec. agreeably ta the terms propofed by the commif^ 
fioners to the committee of fixty. Theyalfo called on 
thc.peopl? to meet in ejedion diftrids, to declare their 
iubmiflion to the laws. Comparatively few attended, 
Specially in the places furthermoft removed from the 
difturbances, and where leafl heat or agitation had pre- 
vailed ; of thofe who did attend, 580 voted for liib- 
xniffion, and 280 againft it. Yet notwithftanding the 
refufal to fign the terms prefcribed by the whole coun- 
ty of Fayette, and by feveral townihips in the north 
of Weftmoreland, there was only one pfifoner brought 
from Fayette, and none from th^ other, when the 
judge and the army went inio the country ;, the perfon 
brought from Fayette was found to be innocent ; he had 
been in Kentucky when the riots were committed in 
the weftern country. 

The commiflioners returned to Philadelphia before 
the day of figning, except Mr. Rofs> who flayed to 
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receive the lifts of fubfcribers, and to obferve the tern- 
per that would be difcovercd on that occafion. H« 
alfo was obliged togo to Philadelphia before all the re* 
turns were come to hand. The tumults that took place 
on the day of figning, and the heat and agitation whicU 
difcovercd itfelf in a few places, particularly among 
the Uninformed part of the Germans, for a few days 
after it, induced fevcral of the judges and olher perfons 
of information to agree in opinion with Mr, Rofe, that 
it would be neceflary to have an army fent into the 
country ; but tWs opinion was alfo made up without 
lime for information, and confequently was foon 
changed. It was but a few days, in fome places the 
very -atitt day, after figning, that many of thofe who 
bad been moft riotous on the day of figning, came, 
fome of them in tears, begging perniiffion to fign ; 
in fome places their figning was received, with certifi- 
cation, that it would not be admitted as a claim for 
amnefly, in other places they were refufed the privi- 
kge altogether. When they refleded, they faw that 
ihey were deferted by thofe on whom they had depend- 
ed, ?nd who, perhaps, had advifed them, or by their 
example encouraged them to mifchief. 

From a view of the fubjeft it is evident, that if but 
one week had been avowed for the people to deliberate 
on the affurances they were required to fign, the fub- 
miOion to the laws would have been complete, at leaft 
there would have been fo few exceptions, that they 
would have given no alarm ; there were none within 
my knowledge but what would have figned in half that 
time. Signing aflbciations, binding the citizens to affifl: 
one another in fupport of ibe ia^vs, bad been promoted 
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tit PittfiDurgH by general Wilkin nnd others, and ge* 
fierally figned ; this example was generally and fuc-^^ 
cefsfully imitated,* fuch an aflbciation was entered 
into in the townfhip in which I refide, the third day 
after the figning, and in many other places equally 
fooli. 

The comitiifiioners, however, are not to blame for 
not giving longer tirne ; their own powers expired with 
the time given to the people ; they were nearly ex- 
pired before it was determined to fubmit it to, the 
people, in that manner, afid it was the influence of 
terror on the committee of 60 at Bfrownfville, pccafion- 
ed by the wickednefs of a few, perhaps, of one man,- 
which rendered fubmittiftg it to the people neceflary. 
The rcafons, that determined the Prefident to limit the 
authority of the commiffioners to fo fhort a period^ 
will be given in their proper place. 

Though it may be admitted that th^re was a latent 
predifpofition to violence among a few individuals^ 
who had been formerly attached to the infpedor, and 
encouraged by him to oppofe excife officers, under the 
ftate, and though this was known to himfelf, and he 
<i7as prepaied for defence^ yet no fuch thing was ge- 
nerally known in the country, and its breaking out at 
ihe time was owing to accident, and circumftances of 
a local nature, * Inconfiderate and ufelefs refiftance by 
{bedding blood too abundantly, which the infpedor 
was the more fuccefsful in doing, by being prepared in 
a manner of which the affailants were not aware, excit- 
ed a more formidable attack^ and drew many into the 
vortex of riot, who would have been far from engaging 
in It, li they had had time to deliberate on the confe- 
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*4uei^C6s. Niinibers thus inconfiderately involved iij 
crimes became defperate, and* endeavoured by draw- 
ing otheTs into the fame fituation td make it a commoa 
caufe, atid being unfortunately aided it! thefe miftakeq 
views by Bradford, Marftial, and others, who attempted td 
give a more violent complexion and greater magnitude 
to the mifcbief, by drawing the whole weftern country 
into a combination agninft the excife kw, and for this 
purpofe contriving the rendezvous at Br*^ddoCk*s field, 
and ufing every means to inflame the minds of the 
citizens, and to ove'rawe with terror thofe who might 
oppofe their defigns, and for this purpofe magnifying 
tl>e numbers at Braddock's field, and advertifing that 
thoufands hjd been on their march tojoiti thcm^ from 
places where there was not a perfon who knew of the 
rendezvous. I fay, by thefe tnad exertiotis, the infur- 
redion progreffed for a few days like the paroxifm of 
an inflammatory fever, fpent its force in frequent irre- 
gular convulfiops, and finally fubfided almofl: as fud- 
denly, and to many as unexpededly as it commenced ; 
the moil alarming fymptoms were difcovered at Brad- 
dock's fieldi and the lad ftruggle was a feeble attempt 
to raife a party a few miles fouth of Greeiifburgh. 

The courts had not been interrupted in their pro- 
grefs, on the Monday previous to the day appointed for 
figning the aflfurances to government, the court at 
GreeAfburgh was opened byafenfible fpeech, well 
adapted to the occafibn, by prefident Addifon, and he 
was not infulted nor the bufmefsof the court interrupt- 
ed, and he went through the circuit without meeting 
with any embarraffment. As the ocean which is agi- 
tated for fome time after the ftorm has fp'eut its force, 

R 
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fo was the agitation that appeared among the people 
after the day o( figning ; but they afterwards became 
calm as formerly, except as to the anxiety that arofe 
from apprehcnfions of what was to follow, and reflec- 
tions on the paft. 

The agitation having fo perfectly fubfided, an ad- 
vertifement was put in the gazette, calling on the Par- 
kifon's ferry delegates to hold another meeting on the 
2d of OAober, The meeting was advertifed by fome of 
the fame perfons who had but about a week before given 
their opinion that an army would be neceflary ; but lo 
fudden and perfefl was the prefent calm, thatthey were 
convinced that fuch affuranccs of fubmiffion could 
now be procured, as would render the roarch of the 
army totally unneceffary. 

The delegates met, and agreed to the following rc- 
folutions : **Refolvedunanimoufly that it is the opinion 
of this meeting that if the fignature of the fubmiffion 
be not univerfal it is not fo much owing to any exift- 
ing difpofition to oppofe the laws, as to a want of time 
and information to operate a correfpondent fentimentj 
and with rcfped to the greateft number, a prevailing 
confcioufnefs of their having had no concern in any 
outrage, and an idea that their fignature would imply 
a fenfe of guilt." 

By another refolve they gave aflurances of fubmif- 
fion in the very words prefcribed by thecommiffKpncrs; 
and by a third they refolved to fend David Redick 
and myfelf, with thefe affuranccs, to the Prefident of the 
United States, wiih authority in behalf of the meeting, 
to explain to him the more circumftantially the ftate of 
the country, in order to enable him to judge whether 
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an armed force would now be neceffary to fupport the 
civil authority in thofe counties. 

I had not attended this iftceting, but the refolves 
were tranfmitted td me, and a letter from prefident Ad- 
difon, affuring me that he had converfed with diftillers 
and others, refiding in the parts of the county where 
the opposition originated, and that they had given the 
ftrongeft aflurances of their fubmiffion. I had other- 
wife fufficient proofs that the laws could be fupporte4 
an^very other part of the wcftcin counties. 
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CHAP. XII. 



kJ N the road to Carlifle we heard alarming • 
accounts of the army, rendezvoused at that place, bet- 
ing very ungovernable and exceedingly inflamed againft 
the people of the weftern country indifcriminately. 
We iiili flattered ourfelves that thefe reports were not 
well founded, till we met with fome officers of the 
weftern, army on rheir way to Piufburgh with recruits, 
who confirmed the reports we had heard from others* , 
We lodged at a tavern three miles from Carlifle, and 
paired for travellers going to Philadelphia, which we in- 
tended doing if wefhouldnot meet the Prefident at Car- 
lifle; but when the people of the houfedifcovered that we 
were from the weftern counties, they were much a^rm- 
ed, and prelTed us exceedingly to abandon the thought 
of going through Carlifle, offering at the fame time 
to condud us by another rout. They defcribed the 
rage of the army againft all the people from the weft- 
ern counties, in terms which they thought fufficient to 
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deter us from approaching it ; and in giving a relation 
Oi'tbe licentioufnefsandferocity of the troops, told us o£. 
tli^ir having already killed two men in cold blood. 

We had no f .oner difmounted at tha taveru in 
Carlifle, than I was aflced to walk afide by a gentlemaii 
who was waiting to fee me. The Carlifle paper had 
mentioned ourcoming ; confequently wewere expeAed, 
He informed me of the inflammation prevailing in the 
army being apparently too flrong to be reftrained, 
and of their threats againft us, and advifed that we 
{hot.ld be cautious how we expofed ourfelves ; that the 
refentment againft us was particularly exafperated from 
an apprehenfion that it was our errand, to give fuch 
aflhrances to the Prefident, as weie intended to pre- 
vent their march to the Monongahela. He aflured 
me that his objeft was purely to prevent injiny tous» ' 
and dillionour to the army, and requefted me to pay 
attention to his advice. He had been a refpe«5lable, 
officer during the late war, but not attached to the 
prefcnt army, nor a dweller in or near that place. 
I have not had an opportunity fince that time of 5iO 
knowledging his well timed and humane caution. 
Though I did not credit the extent of his imprefEons at 
the time, I was foon convinced they were not exagge-r 
rated. We oblerved the proofs of it in the behaviour 
offeveral individuals, and were Confirmed by the infer* 
mation of others, in and out of the army. 

Having early in the morning v;aited on the Pre- 
lident to deliver the papers, and obtained on appoint- 
ment for an interview, we withdrew in a fhort time. 
This .was to have been expedled ; it was about fevea 
o'clock ; but before ten the report was current through 
both the town and the army, that the Prefident haddri- 
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ven us out in fix minutes, and was not to fee us again i 
and notwithftariding the Prefident's eftabliflied charac- 
ter for difcretion and politenefs, and the frequent in- 
terviews t© which we were admitted, this ridiculous 
ftory was believed by many in the army during the 
whole ejcpedition, and has been reported fince, ihrougk 
diftant parts of the United States. Long afteif the 
return of the army, I was told it by one of the generals 
who commanded in the expedition, and who wa$ fur**? 
prifed to Jiear that it was not true. 

Though we were cautious of mixing with the 
jjrmy at large, we took every opportunity ofconverfing 
with the officers from different places, in order to have 
an opportunity of removing the mistaken impreffions, 
and correcting the falfe information, they had received, 
^nd to know more perfectly the general charaif^er 
of the army. In one inflance obferving a regiment 
newly arrived from Philadelphia ; as foon as the men 
were difmiffed from parade, we mixed with fuch 
of the officers as we were acquainted with, and dinc4 
in company with the Colonel. 

When we informed him of the fuccefsful exertions 
that had been made to reftore fubmiffion to the laws ; 
add mentioned one individual, who had diftingtiifiied 
himielf with induftry andaddrefs, he anfwered us that 
that veryman, if he wasmetwith,|wqu]dbe (kewcred,ihot« 
or hanged on th6 firft tree. I had before been infor - 
med of two lifls put ipto the hapds cf foipe i© the ar- 
my, containing the names of certain per&ns, who ,were 
to be fo treated fjvhen met with, and that the very per- - 
fon alluded to by the Colonel was i.n both of them. 
I underftood I had the honour to fill a place in one 
myfeif- The colonel treatjcd us decently, but his ex* 
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prtffions confirmed my belief of a h6i, ibfe truth of 
which I had till now willingly doubted.' 

But thedefigns of affaffination were not againft us 
cxclufivfcly. Thofe among themfelvcs who had reafon* 
edin favour of the fubjcdion of the military to thc^ 
civil law, orfuggefted that thofe who killed a citizen 
in oool blood ftiould anfwer to the proper courts, and 
thai the army were only employed to aid the Judiciary 
in the exercife of its proper fundions, and not to 
ufurp or exercife thofe fundions themfelves, were iti 
as much danger, and equally theobjeds of threats, as 
the whiflcy men, and in fad were called fo. 

Two men had been killed, one on the great road 
near Lebanon, and the other at a houfe in the neigh-^ 
bourhood of Carlifle. The one on the road was killed 
by the Jerfey troops. He provoked an^officer by foolilh 
and infuking language, and on laying hold on Qne of 
the bayonets of the guard, who were ordered to arreft 
him, he was run through the body. He was evident- 
ly drunk or deranged. Surely fo many men in arms 
could eafily have fecured one unarmed fool, without 
killing him. The other was killed by a light hbtfe- 
man from Philadelphia, who went into the country to 
feize fome perfons who had afifted at ereding liberty 
poles in Carlifle. The young man, who was killed, 
was iK)t only innocent, but very unwell. The party 
left him under guard of one of their number, until 
they would fearch the barn for others. The fick boy 
declaring his innocence, and t*hat he was not able to 
Hand, attempted to go into the houfe without leave ; 
the light horfeman ordered him to flop, on the peril 
of being fhot, and if he could net ftand to fit or lay 
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down, and in the mean time cocked hrs piflol. Wheri 
the boy was in the pofture of laying • himfelf down, 
and the light horfeman about to uncock his piftol, it 
went off and fliot the boy inottally. I flate this cafe, 
as I had It from the beft authority, andsis taken from 
an examination of the light horfeman. ' 

But admitting, as I believe we ought^ that thofe 'afla 
of man-killing were not murder, yet they ought riot 
to have been don^, becaufethey might (^afily havebfeen 
prevented; after the Prefiderit had cori^a^ncedMle 
array, by his difcourfes, of the propriety, and fetifotced 
by his authority the nec^flity of the fubordinatibn of 
the military to the civil power, and after he had given 
annnequi^^ocal teftimony of his'fincerity by obliging 
thofe who killed the two men, to enter recognifance 
with bail^ forftanding their trial al court, no more 
accidents^ of the kind happened. 

The auihoritj and influence of the PreGdent hi\d 
lowered the tone, though riot changed the temper of 
the outrageous part of the arniy, while we were at Gar- 
lifle. The proper attention be paid to us, on account 
of the errand we came on, and the reflraint his orders 
impofed on their defigns, gave great mortification to 
that part of them that ccntinu^d longeft in Carlifle ; 
the lafl: interview to which we were admitted was on 
the evening previous to the Prefident's fitting out for 
Patowmack. While the converfation continued, a ge- 
neral officer, with others, walked before the window, and 
railed againft the Prefident for converfing with us ; 
faying, that he never would recover the popularity 
that he loft by countenancing infurgents. Owing bow- 
ever to that falutary feftraint, thus impofed on'them 
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bj the Prcfident, all' the fire was fpent in threatening 
Vrhat they would do ; laying their hands oh their 
fWords, which raahyoifthem had not been accuftomed 
U) wcart they would fwear there was no need ofjudges 
and juries, let tli)>m only lee the men and they would 
ftfwer them; 

I was the lefe furprifed at this difplay of the 
inflammatory agitation of the human mind, that I 
bad fo recently been acquainted with its ebullitions, 
}n a variety of efforts in the courfe of its fermentation 
aod fettling on its lees irl the weftern country. I had 
Heard the word of terrot pronounced in fuch loud .ac- 
cents, as that like i magic JTpell it chilled the blood and 
petrified the ipirits, almoftas fatas the report of it vibra- 
tedwiththeair that Wafted the alarming found. Ihadob- 
fervcd in the rapid reigti of in difcretion, plans executed 
almofl as foon as an infatuated imagination conceived 
them and fome thoufandsbf thou^htlefs, of outrageous* 
and of well difpofed citizens tendezvoufed together in one 
hetrogeneous mafs, atid tens of thoufands put on pa- 
per as on their way to rendezvous, (who by the by had 
Hot heard of the plan) and all for no vifible objecfl, 
nor to anfwerany purpofe* but expofe the m^dnefs of 
thofe who condudled the career of folly. 1 had feen 
the efFervefcencc in human fociety operate fo power- 
fully as to throw the fcum to the furface,*and caufe the 
purer parts to fuccurab for a moment, To far as to fix 
a general chara<5ter of impurity. While things were 
in this flate^ Ibave heard men talk as if they were all 
Samfons, who each could kill his thoufands with the 
Jaw bone of an afs. I had known myfelf and many 
oihets threatened with having our property burned, 
outfakcs tarred^ feathered, &c* but faw none of thcfe 

S 
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dreadful threats executed. After the poor excifemell 
uere cverfet, there was no perfon ctherwife hurt, 
thap by the effefls of temporary terror en the mind. 
I knew of a black lifl too, cpntaining a certain number 
of the beft citizens to be hanged or thol^ who are all 
yet living. I clearly faw that the very fame fpirit was 
operating in the army, that had thus convnlfed the wef- 
tern country, and hoped that it would alfo evaporate 
in air, efpecially as it would be held under reftraint 
by the authority and influence of difcree't and experi- 
enced officers. I had no doubt but that there wtrs a 
majority of well difpofed people in the army* who 
wiftied to fiipport the' laws, as well as there had been 
in the weftern country, though by the bluflcring noife 
and high handed meafures of the rioters, people at a 
diflanCe were induced to believe that all the inhabitants 
were infurgents. By mixing with the people myfelf, 
I found this was not the cafe, even where the outrages 
originated. In like manner, by taking every prudent 
opportunity of mixing with the army, I was convin- 
ced that many were difpofed to fubmit to difcipline 
and fupport the laws ; but thefe were net the men who 
made the noife. The caufe however was very diffe- 
rent ; the caufe of the army was laudable, and their 
turning out meritorious ; the caufe of the infurgents on 
the other hand was criminal. However when I re- 
fieded on the vail: mafs of undifciplihed men, who 
were coUeded and fo well equipped, aflbming the 
height of military airs, without the habits of military 
difoipline, having no apprehenfions of danger to prefs 
them together, no enemy to encounter, nor in faA 
any object to afford them an opportunity of difplaying 
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their prowcfs; I fay, when I refleded on thefe circum- 
ftances, togetherwith theinflammatory fymptomswliich 
were fo prevalent, arid might loon pervade the whole 
niafs ; it gave me unpleafant fenfations. I was not 
without apprehenfions that fuch convulfions might 
be the refult, as would not only be ruinous to the wef- 
tern counties, but proflrate the very government and 
laws, which they were called forth to fupport. I knew 
they had flied blood, in a manner that difcovered that 
they were not very folicitous to avoid it. I knew 
that feme of no mean rank were mortified that thofewho 
had {hed blood were obliged to enter racognifance, and 
give bail. It is well known that ^t Carlifle the army wa5 
once in that fituatior;, that one part of it was ordered to ' 
(Charge the others, and if a difcretion, which by ft rid 
rules might have been efteemed criminal, had not 
been exercifed by the fficer who was ordered to make 
the charge, brothers blood might have been ftied in 
abundance. It is well remembered that the Iheets 
and avenues of C^Hfle were occupied by the army, 
during the nighr, and that an apprehenfion of the town 
being burnt excited a gcneral^panic. To what height 
thefe alarming heats might have gone, if the Prelident 
liad not arrived fo fe^fon^bly, it is impoflible to tell. 
Though there were olficers pofleffed of virtue and ex- 
perience there before he arrived, yet their authority 
was not fufficient to preferve order. Indeed while the 
army continued at Carlifle, drinking wascarriedto grea- 
ter excefs, than I had heard of it being done among the 
infurgents, and wine will inflame the pa(5ot^s ?s much 
or more than even whiflky. 
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However it is a queftion that never will be dccidei^j 
whether the authoril y and influence of a Prefident would 
have been effedual if that Prefident had not been gene- 
ral Wafhington. The man, that had commanded our 
armies fuccefsfully through the late war, and wholq 
military cbnra<^erwas fq refpQ<5lab]e, had an influcBce 
over military men, that few others could exped to 
poliell'. * ' ' ■ 

There v/as not fo much of the iaflammfrto^y fpi- 
rit obfervable in the left wing of tfcc army as ip the 
crhcr, nor was thereariy perfonskilled ^3y them, Tjy^^- 
cident or oiherwife. In one or two itiftances, where 
ihcre was danger of fome fopliCh men who mixed with 
that wing being llcewered, general Morgati, by preten- 
ding to feferve thepa for ignominious puniihment, fa- 
ved them, till they coulcj be fafely difmj(Ied, or iept 
his men from killing them by threatening to kill then^ 
liimfelf. Hekept hisdivifion on the parade ^yhile 6n 
their march, until he called on the people refidingnear 
the encaolpment, and paid them immediately a reafon- 
able price for what the army h^4 taken or 4^ftroycd ; 
cpnfeque^tly there were few complaints made by the 
citiz;ens of marauding or deftruflion committed by that 
\ying. General Smith, who Commanded the Matylai^ 
brigade, complied ftriclly with the Prefident's orders in 
difcb'arging fuch of the men as were difordcrly. At 
f6rt- Cumberland he called on the Captains to make re- 
port- of charaders of that defcriptiop, of which he dif- 
charged about 50 in oqe day 1 this not only purged the 
army, biit was a caution to thof^ that remained ; the 
Confequence was that the route on which he marched 
cantxot be traced by the fuffcrings and •complaints of 
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{be citizens; nor was there fa high a degree of inflam- 
maiioti among tlje Maryland troops as appeared in the 
reft of th^ army ; even among the troops from Vir- 
ginia tile tone was not fo high, nor the fpirit fp ungo- 
vernable, as in the right wing ; however, more frequent 
example^ of puniChment were made among them* 

Notwithftanding the inflammatory and ungoverna- 
ble fpirit that prevailed in the army, it was reftrained 
fit>Qi aduual outrage 1 but doing this required great ad- 
dltefs. if a fevere ex^plc had not been made of two 
njen in the camp at Carnaghan's in Weftmoreland, for 
difobediencc and mutinyt it is the opinion of the moft 
cScperienccd oflficeis who were there, that the country 
would have been ruiqed ; and there were fuch ftrious 
apprehcnfions of their puniftiment occafioning a gene- 
ral mutiny, that it was a i^iatt^r of great hcfiiation Vith 
the commander ii^cl^ipf of that wing, and othgr officers, 
whether the fentcnce cquld be execute^ vithout ^ ge- 
neral mutiny- Through the decilion, however, of 
general Irwin, to wjipfe perfonai intrepidity k was ow- 
ing that the culprits were brought to trial, and through 
the confidence that was entertained in general ^ham^ 
bers's brigade, the fente nee was executed ^ithout diilurb^ 
ance. By w^y of precaution, general Chambers had 
his brigade para4e4 in fuch a manner as to be ready to 
charge the regiment to whom tlie culprits belotigecl, 
and in front of which the fentence was ex^cutedt if* 
mutiny had been attempted. This inftapce of disci- 
pline is believed to have had an excellent effed in pre- 
venting a total fubverfion of difcipline, and rdlraiii* 
in§ the difpofition of maraud-ing, which at that time 
threatened 'to involve the country in great diftrefs. It 
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will ap^^ear hereafter that an apprehenCion of a mutin* 
oiis difpofition prevailing in the army, had a difagrcea- 
ble effeclon the proceedings of the judiciary. 

General Chambers had madefome examples of dif- 
cipllne, before his JDtigade left the fettlements, where it 
was raifed. This was no doubt one reafon why it fet 
fuch an example of good behaviour and faflained the 
charavfler of being the n^ofl: orderly brigade in the right 
living of the army. To this I heard the commander in 
chief of that wing, fecretary Hamilton, and many other 
officers bear ample teflimony ; but there was another 
reafou of greater weight, which influenced that charac- 
ter. 

The feflion of afiembly, which was convened during 
the infu'rrecflion, obferving a relu(5\ance in the militia to 
turnout in their clafles, ai d conlidering that there wasa 
great number of citizens in the lower counties who had 
yeligious fcruples againft bearing arras, gave a bounty 
to encourage the enliitment of volunteers, and many 
of the citizens whofe duty it was to go procured fub- 
ilituies. The militia corps from Philadelphia, and the 
counties near it, were chiefly compofed of fuch of this 
defcription ; there was a fiualler proportion in general 
Chambers's brigade than in the others, and of confe- 
quence a greater proportion of fuch citizens as turned 
out in their proper claffes ; and it is among thofe that 
we may always exped to find the greatefl refped paid 
to the laws. With orderly citizens, moral principles 
and a fenfe of honour will go far in fupplying the want 
of difcipline. 

There was another defcription of volunteers, both 
from New-Jerfey and Pennfylvania, who neither came 
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from thd inducement cf a bounty nor the expe(51alioii 
of plunder, but purely with a view to Support the go- 
vernment and law. Many of thefe were men of large 
property, ani extenfively engaged in bufinefs. . They 
came at much expence and made great facrifices, many 
of them being unufed to perfonal hardfhips flood the 
unavoidable fatigue of fuch a journey beyond expecla- 
fioa and without murmuring. Indeed I was agreeably 
furprifed to fee ihem arrive at Bonnet's camp in fuch 
good health and fpi^its, after fo much fatigue. It had 
rained on them almoft everv day, from' the time they 
left Bedford till they arrived at that place, and though 
they were every way the bell equipped and fupplied 
of any troops that ever had marched in the fervice of 
ihe United States, yet the exceffive rains and exceeding 
badnefs of the roads rendered the march very fatiguing 
and uncomfortable, tfpeclally as a proportion of thti 
road was on mountains naturally fwampy. I do not fay 
(hat none of them murmured, for fome of them filled 
the news-papers with complaints and farcafms on the 
whifky-men. By reading feme of thofe letters, that 
wetepublifhed, it would have been thought the county 
of Bedford was full cf the mofl daring criminals, and 
the army haralTed to deatk, purfuing them over roads, 
that endangered the life of man to pafs. Sec. where- 
as there were only four priloners taken or fought after 
in that county, two cf whom refided within a few 
miles of Bedford town, the other two were from the 
Glades, 30 miles diftant from Bedford, and no refift- 
ance was attempted by them. In feme of thefe letters, 
the difficulties they encountered are magnified to a very 
high degree. " In fliort no expe jlilon during the hll 
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war, nor even that of Hannibal over- the Alps, coul<? 
equal the iafuperable hardftiips which, we fuffered/* 
is the language of one of them. But thefe foolifli ex- 
aggerations ought no more to fix the charadcr of thefe 
corps, than the condudl of a few defperate infutgents 
ought to fix the charaifler of all the inhabitants of the 
four weftern counties* 

It muft be expe(5ledi that a proportion of thofe who 
went out as volunteers, in ^hat were called thegentle- 
man corps^ Were men of the mod ardent fpitits, who 
perhaps miftook the warmth of their paflions for patri- 
otifm ; for, it is not uncommon in cither religion or po^ 
litics to find mankind miftake the agitation and biafs 
of their own paffions for zeal or patriotifm< aind in the 
cafe before us there might have been incidental preju-^ 
dices arifing from other caufes ; but notwithflanding 
the inflammatory materials of which thefe corps were 
in part compofed, I have authority for faying, that 
they not only fubmitted to fatigue vyith the perfever- 
ance of veterans, but moft of them aded with a becom- 
ing fubordination to orders ; among thefe, however, 
moie than any other corps, did the bluftering threats 
prevail, which fpread fuch a general alarm. 
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One evil of ^ peeiiliat ttatut^ if6fa 
jfrom this ftate of things. The militia corps being iii 
fo great a proportion compofed of fabftitutes, or per- 
fons induced to enlift by bounty, &c. and the militia 
generally not being dreffed iti uniform, they were 
defpifed by tbofe who compofed the gentleman corps, 
who always fpoke of them in the language of cotitempt, 
and to this day, in relating the incidents of the cam- 
paign, every thing bad or mean, that was done^ they 
fay was done by the militia. Perhaps this had too 
much foundation in truth, owing to the iQaterials of 
which the militia was in part compofed; but it is 
exceedingly impolitic to render the militia contemp- 
tible. The charader of the m ilitia ought to be had in 
the higheft honour, and the.laws fhouldbefo calcula- 
ted as to render them the moft refpcdable. They ar« '' 
as much the reprefentatives of the citizens, when they 
are called to fupport the laws of their country, as th 
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meixibcrs of Congrefsare their Reprefentatives to make 
tliofe laws. 

To render the HDilitia refped^able, no fubflitute 
ihould be admitted, unlefs in •extreme cafes, and cvcti 
in thofe cafes the perfon admitted ihould be of equal 
charaAcr, and have as much at flake in the refult, as 
the Citizen whofe place be fupplles. In fltort be 
ought to have an equal flake, at rift, in the common- 
wealth, and no exoneration ihould be admitted on 
account of religrous fcruples. Tbofc citizens, who 
faayenofcruplesagaind being legiflators, magiilrates, or 
jtirors, ought not be admitted to benefit by fuch fcru- 
ples, when they are neceflarily called on, to fupport 
the laws of their country, which are the common 
inheritance of all the citizens. The m^n, who enjoys 
^uence w tlie honour of holding public offices^ 
ought not on that account to be exempted from the riik 
and fs»tigue of militia fervice, in fupport of the govern- 
ment, in which he has mdre at flake thin bis le& for>^ 
tunatc neighbours. In the iiflribut ion of natural evils, 
the abodes of honour and affluence are not more free 
from difeafes and painS, tlian the ^abodes of thoie, wha 
enjoy a more f :anty porlioo, neither ought they to 
be more indulged when political diieafes ihake the 
commonweakh. ( In fuch cafes they ought to fubmit 
lo cOnjmbij tUkwith thofe, whofe iot it is to be in cquaFl 
nations in the fiervice in which they are employed.' To 
have the militia diflinguiihcd intogetitlemen private?, 
and ptebean privates, is wholly anti-republican. A 
ftanding army is prsfcrablc to a militia thus diftinguifli- 
ed. In the late expedition, the nsctd^miiitia was under- 
flfood to have the fame idea offi&ed to it^ as pleieam or 
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lower order of citizens. An arrny^ arranged in thi^ man- 
ner, never can have confidence within itfelf, nor em- 
brace the confidence of their fellow citizens. 

When it becomes abfolutely neceflary to call out 

the militia to fupprefs infurredlions, or to aid the civil 

magiftraie againft combinations too powerful for the 

ordinai*y adminiftratipn of the laws ; if the militia were 

compofed of the citizens drawn in their proper claffes. 

no one corps could be held in contempt by the ether, 

and every corps wovld h^ve within itfelf a fufEcient 

number of orderly citizens, whcJferefpeA to'their own 

charaAer and to the laws would be fufficient fecurlty 

againft marauding and other outrages, A militia, called 

out on thefe principles, in this country where the 

principles of government are fo generally underftood, 

andwhere mildnefspf temper is a leading feature in our 

charader, would certainly be tlie Icaft'dangerous, and 

jilfo the moft fuccefsful ; for the ipfurgents in this cafe 

would be lefs defperate, as they would have lefs to 

dread. They 'vould confider the army, as thsir fellow 

citizens^ difchargiqg their duty in obedience to the 

Jaws, on the fame principles with a court, jury orfhe^ 

jriff, and not as officious knight-errants, who were fti- 

wulated, perhaps, by the refi^ntmenis of political 

party fpirit, gr the antipathies fonietimes arifing from 

local fituation. Nor would they view them as an un- 

difcipUned l?and of fubftitutes, induced to undertake the 

ferVjce by the receipt of bounty and the expedlauoa 

of plunder, without any regard to the love ofthego- 

Verntaent or the deteftation of crimes. This defcrip- 

tioQ of ojen are iuft, fo muclx woiffe than a ftariding aa:-- 
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my, as they are lefs in the habits of military fubpr* 
dination. 

Being informed from the beft authpruy at Car- 
lifle, that in the city of Philadelphia, every perfon, ex- 
cept the volunteers, whofeduty it was to go on the wcf- 
tern expedition, andwhohadthe means of doing it, pro- 
cured fubilitutes, it is equally certain that this was alfo 
the cafe in thofe counties, where people entertained re- 
ligious fcruples, and to a certain degree through all the 
flares, on which the requifitions were made. From ihefe 
circumfl^nces, and finding that the word militia was a 
term of reproach attached to the clafs regiments by the 
volunteer corps, I was the lefs furprized at the licen- 
tious and inflammatory fpirit, which at that period for- 
med loconfpxuous a trait in the ch^ra<Ser cf the army^ 
and which it cpft the Prefident fo much labour and 
attention to fubdue. Indeed it gave me very fenfible 
pleafure to difcoverfuch corps, as contained a ccnfide- 
rable proportion of citizens who turned cut in obedi- 
ence to the laws, and not from any finifter inducement; 
as thefe were the men who had the greateft cemxnon 
intereft in fupporting the government, and refioring 
obedience to the laws, whcr? their authority had been 
infringed, I had copfequently the moft confident 
cxpedlations, that in their own condufl they would give 
a falutary example of obedience to that authority they 
\vere employed to fupport, and (hew a refpeft to that 
order, which it was the objed of the expedition to ref- 
tore. And I felicitate mvfelf and ray country, that I 
w?s not difappointed in my expe(5lation. The people 
of the weftern coun^jy generally had the fame iinpref- 
iions; for I have been well informed ^hat theydifcover- 
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ed much greater confidence in tliofc citizens, who turn- 
ed cut in their Ciaflbs, in obedience to the laws, and 
treated them with more refpeft, where they could dif- 
llnguifli them, than they did others. 

The volunteer corps were more generally men of 
liberal education, and therefore as gentlemeti had a 
fcnfe of honour, and would not floop to the bafenefs of 
plundering or committing wanton deftruf^ion, and the 
rnoTl refpediable among them were fenfible of the im- 
portance of fetting an example of obedience to the' 
laws in their own condudl ; and even fuch of them as 
had but little refpedl to the laws, or who thought they 
were not obligatory on them in dealing with thofe, whole 
difobedience they were called to fupprefs, (and fomc 
of them confidered every man who drank whiftey to 
be of that defcripti^n) yet paid a relu(5\ant refpe<fl to 
the exprefs orders of the Prelident ; I fay reludant, for 
they murmured at them, and with difficulty fubmitted. 

The oftentatious vaunts, and ferocious threats, loud- 
ly expreffed by the bluftering blades in thefe corps, 
which were perhaps exaggerated by fame, and the pe* 
culiar circumftance of their being compofed in part of 
fuch characters, as never were feen in arms in the de- 
fence of their country, when the fuccefs and barbarity 
of a powerful invading enemy required the utmoft ex- 
ertions of all the virtue and energy the country could 
afford for its defence, at a time when the citizens of the 
raoQ remote frontier fettlements marched in the moft 
inclement feafons to the diflant (bores in fupport of the 
then vibrating caufe of virtue and mankind ; I fay, 
thefe circumftances made an imprcffion unfavourable 
^0 the charailer of thefe corps in the minds of the fb^ 
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. bcr citi^ns generally through tlje ftate, . but efpcciaUf, 
th^qfe in the weftern pounties, whp were the objedsof 
their threats, without refped to. innocence or guilt, 
Thefe circumftances gave an apprehenfioq that hatre4 
to the weftern people generally, rather than patriptifm, 
was the motive of their beiqg:volunteers in the caufe ; 
pud as hatred always begets hatred and diftruft, fo it 
happened in this Cafe, at kaft fa far as to mar that con? 
fideuce which well difpofed people would otherwife 
have enteruinerf; however, the difcreet and humane 
behaviour, which fome of thefe corps difcovered on 
ibroe trying cccafions, went far to remove this prejudice j 
and it is certain thaf the licentioufnefs of a few contri-r 
buted more than any other caufip to fix thefe unfavoura- 
ble impreffions ; but even that circumftance arofe na^ 
turally out of the principles of their ffleftions. 

^s (bat extreme ^egree qf inflammation which dip 
coyijr^ jtf^lf in the, army, ha§ been t^e pccafioii of 
feriDus rf;f]edipn, and given ground to doubt, whether 
^ militia army is the befl calculated for the interna^ 
Support 6f government, and thf ir fuitableneCs for that 
purpofe is (uppofed to be rendered the-.mpre queftiona- 
bk by having recoi^^fe to hiftorif al fa(^s, which relate 
to a war of brothers, from that of the ten tribes of Ifrael 
Ikgaitlii Benjamin at Gibe^h, down to modem times ; it 
js proper therefore ;o examin^. further into the inci-r 
Septal, or extraneous caufes of th? inflammatory fplrij 
in the aro^y, faefides what arofe from its ftrudure, and 
the other circumftances I have related ; for if in the 
refnlt of the enquiry, it fhould be decided againft a nii- 
Jitia, it will afforda ftrong, if not a conclufive, argument 
in favour x)f ftandii\g armies in time of peace, and if 
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this is ettcc admitted, ertablifliJng ail hereditary ni6nar- 
chy becomes abfolutely neceffary, as a thiiig of coutfey 
or at leaft, an atiftocracy as firmly cftabliflied, as^that 
of Venice, with all its iiwltifarious perplexity of checka^ 
and tyrannical guards, calculated for the eternal cxClu- 
fionof equal liberty. But this mortifying refult ought 
not to be ^mitted^ without the ftriAeft fcrutiny and thtf 
IttUeft conviction. 

That fhe citizens would have been confiderably in-» 
cenfed at being called out from their farms and theit 
merchandize, to go fuch'a^iftance to fupport the exe- 
cution of the laws, even though they themfelves difap- 
proved of the law that was opppfed, would not have 
been furprifing. But if there had been no extraneous 
excitements, fympathy would have been mingled witb 
their refentments, and their objedl would have been to 
reclaim rather than kill, and to reconcile rather thart 
infiilt* They would have been careful to diftinguifh 
the innocent from the guilty, and the ignorant and 
miftaken from the intentionally wicked, and have paid 
a facred refped to the authority of the laws in their 
own deportment, while they were cotitributing to bring 
their fellow citizens to punilhment for their difobedi- 
tnce. 1 fpeak of the temper difcovered at Carlifte, 
rather than their after conduft ; in the refult, howivety 
it will appear, that thai temper was not quite extingulfb- 
ed. Among the extraneous e;ccitements may be reck-i^ 
oned the great pains that had been taken to fet the cotf- 
du<5l of the weftern country people indifcriminfttely in 
the moft obnoxious point pf view ; even thofe, who had 
exerted themfelves with the greateft induftry, wer^ 
cbara^*r4fed as the chief promoters of the ilifu^* 
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recaon, and the outrages \vfere 'greatly aggravated 
bqtji with refpee^ to their objeifl and extent. Indeed 
the leading rioters themielves contributed to this 
laft^circumftancs; they exceedingly magnified their 
own numbers, boafled of their prowefs, and by blufter- 
^ ing threats intimidated thofe who were oppofedto thefc, 
and produced a Icene of temporizing, for a time, in fome 
places, which was well calculated todeceive the people in 
theeaflernccuntry ;but it was at not ime true that judges, 
magiftrates, clergyv members of Congrefs and AflTembly, 
were oppofed to the execution of the law, nor that any 
of them even temporifed, except in particular fituations, 
and for a fticrt time. Thefe flanders were the reports 
of excifemsii, and fpics, and were not well founded. 

The evident reludance of the militia to turn out 
rendered it neceffary to addrefs them with recruiting 
orations, calculated to roufe, their paflions. For this 
purpofe, trifling incidents were magnified into crimes, 
and the moft orderly ciiizens were characterized as 
offenders. Indeed many were induced to expe<5t, 
that the whole country wquld be given up to military 
execution and plunder. 

When the commiflioners were in Greenfburgh on 
their return to Philadelphia, a few drunken worthlefs 
pcrfons, one cf whom had a complaint againft a fervant 
belonging to the chief-juiuce, came in the night to the 
tavern, where thecommiifioners lodged, adaddenfxanded 
entrance ; but en being refufed admittance, and threaten- 
ed by the landlord to be fired on if they perfifted, they 
retired for forne time, but returning again they made 
another, attempt, and threw fome ftones at the houle, 
with which they broke cne pan^ of gl^f? iu a window 
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in thefecond ftory. .General Ifwin upon this, putting 
his head out of the window, threatened to fhoot 
fome of them if they did not difperfe ; they iitime- 
diately fled, and! did not retuf h again. The diftur- 
baricc was not fo great ^s even to awaken fuch of the 
commiffioners as were^x^'flcep, but frotn what tfrey 
Were heard to fay, ther6 i^ ho doubt but they defign- 
ed to ufe the corrimiflioners ill. They thteacened to 
give the cpirimiflioners a hafty p^dage to PhiiadeTphia, 
but they were few in number indof thfc nteaneft of the 
rabble ; there was nothing fefious to be apprehended 
from the attack. They hive flnce been punilhed fe- 
verely by the ftate courts, and if the governor has no£ 
remitted their fine, are yet in p^ifon, for tiorie of them 
had wherewith to pay it. This outrage vvas' of fo little 
importance that the comcbiffiohers did tiot even give 
It a place in the catalogue of tiofs contained in the 
report which they made to the Prefident, afs proofs thaf 
order was not fufificiently reftored when they left the 
tountry. Yet f his attdmpt, trifling and unimpprtaint rfs it 
was, was in the recruiting harangues aind popular orations^ 
6iagnified to 4h alarming atrocity, ind th6 whole coun- 
try charged with being worfe than' favages, they having 
maltreated ambaffadprs of peace. I hav6 m'yfelf feen 
ihemhersof the legiflature mobbed and dragged out 
of thfeir lodgings in the open day. I have feen the 
Ifegiflatare itfelf kept in durefs by a mob, obliged to 
do the mofl: important bufinefs^, for which they were* 
not competent art the tirtie. My own lodging and 
thaft of other nieinbers of the Ifegiflature have been ait- 
tacked and a whole window broke in the dead of the 
night. I hatve known the houfes of judges of the fu- 
pteoie court, and other re fpeiflable citizens, mobbed in 

U 
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the fame manner, and all this was done even in the cit^ 
of Philidelphia, and by citizens, feveral of whom oc- 
cupy high official ftations and eat the bread of thegcKcrn- 
mentat this day, and though thofc combinations were too, 
ftrong for theordifiJlrypowerof thecivilmagiflrate atlhe 
timciyet nocxtraordiuary'itethodswete taken to fupprefs 
them. The temporary inflammation was fuffered to 
fubfide, and 4he whole city was never charged with 
being guilty of it. No refpe<^able citizen was engaged 
in breaking the pane of glafs at Grcenfburgh^ yet this 
circumftance* blazoned as it was, hadanamalzihg effedl 
in exciting tde militia to turn out, arid to inflame 
them againft the whole people of the wcftern counties. 
In going^ro war with favages, we often hear advocates, 
for extending mercy to them, but* the people of the 
weftern country were, by thofewho then gave the tone 
to public opinion, confidered as wild beafts only fit 
for extermination^ and to fkewer the WhiCky-men, nt)t 
to reclaim them, or to aid the judicary, was. the declar-- 
ed objcd both in Newrjerfey and Pennfyivania. t 
have the charity to believe, however, becaufe I wifh 
tOtbelieve it, that in moments of cool reflediion many 
of them recolleded that numbers of thofe very men 
whom they exterminated in imagination, croffed the 
mountains in the depths of the winter, fnows,. and trar 
yerfed the frozen roads of the Idwer country^ when their 
path might have been traced by their bloodf.to favcthe 
city of Philadelphia -from the Britifti^, and to prote^ 
their brethren at the moft diflant fliores of Nevr. 
Jerfey. 

Oneregiroeitt of troops, for three yestr&,and-anothef 
^^railitia, marcliei froraWefttnoreland in ihe winter 
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of 1776, when our caufe was at the loweft ebb. The 
exertions and fervice of this regular regiment was 
perhaps equal to that of any other on the then efta- 
blifliment, and the militia diftinguiflied themfelves 
in a fkirnxifh with the 3riti{h near Woodbridge, as 
ivell as in the difc^^rge of other dangerous and 
fatiguing ferviccs. 

The publication I have already mentioned, pub- 
lifh^dby one wl^o was a friend of government, and who 
wrote iq the charader and manner of an infurgent, 
on purpofe to excite the militia*in New-Jerfey axid 
the lower counties of Pennfylvania, h^d ^n incredible 
effed in excitiqg and inflaming the citizens of that flaie 
andothers ; par^cularly the following words contained 
in it: ^'-Brothers, yqu muft not think to frighten us with 
fine arranged lifls of irif^ntry, (:avalry and artillery, 
. compofed of your water-ra?lon. armies taken from the 
Jeifey fliores ; they would fi^t a much bf tteri(igure in 
warring with the crabs and oyfte^s about the capes bf 
Delaware. It is a common thing fo^^ Indians to fight 
your bed armies at the proportiop of one to five ; there- 
fore we would not befitate a. moment to attack this gr^ 
my at the rate of oi^e to ten .&;c. " This, together witl\ the . 
ridicule contained in it 3gainft the commiflSo^ers, paf- 
ted up on the market houfe, and publifli^ed in the 
gazette, at.thevexy crifis when the neceffity of arming; 
the citizens depended on the de^ifions of the mo- 
ment, conneded with a mifreprefentation of the in- 
fult offered to the commiffioners of peace at Greenf- 
burgh, excited indignation and rage in almpft every^ 
breaft. This dialogue,. having been afcribed to Brack- 
fnridge, onaccouni of a faint imitation of Bis ftile,^ 
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which the author attempte'd, together with a letter 
Yrpm him to Mr. Tench Coxe of Philadelphia, wrote 
at a time when there was danger of letters being inter- 
cepted, and which it feems was mifunderflood, occa- 
fioned a very high degree of refentment againft him, 
iind the whole weftern country. 

A report made by the fecretary of the treafury to 
the Prelident, containing^ narrative of the inftances of 
the oppofitioq made to the execution of the excife law 
in the weftern counties, was alfo calculated to inflame 
the army in a kigh degrep. 

' The objeft of this report, however, was not lolely 
to influence and inflame the militia againft the weftern 
country, but perhaps to convince the aflbciate judge 
of the propriety of giving the important certificate, ne-> 
ceflary to enable the Prefident to call forth the militia, 
and the Pfefident of the propriety of cxcrcifing xhat 
power. ^ ' 

The narrative begins with denouncing thofe peo- 
ple for holding and circulating opinions, which if they 
were criminal, had been entertained and circulated 
by the moft refpe(5lable'authority in the United States 
long before, and it goes* on to enumerate the ads of 
dppofition with the higheft colouring they would poffi- 
bly Uear, and intermixes real fads with liiifreprefen- 
tations, or even worfe, and concludes in fuch a manner as 
to leave an impreffion tfiat there was not a good citizen 
inthatcouhtry but theVxcife officers. Thi$ comingfrom 
fo refpedable a quarter, not only raad^ a deep im- 
preffion oh the militi^, but excited thofe who were the 
fee retary's admirers toa high degree of inflammation ; 
atiito make the greateft* exertioas'tq inflame otheri 
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,^gaiaft thofe who were citizens of the weftern country ; 
by thefe no difference was made, between thofe who 
were guilty of breaking, and thofe who were adive in 
fupporting, the laws, nor between thofe who refided 
near where the riots prevailed, and thofe who lived a 
day's journey diftant. Further obfervations will be 
made on this report in. another place. 

"I have already mentioned that the infpeflor and 
Marftial left JPittfburgh in a canoe, and going down the 
Ohio till they were part the Pennfylvania line, came 
through' Virginfa till they got over the mountains. I 
have alfo mentioned that three pr four others were very 
tyrannically and foolifhly expelled from Pittfburgh, 
(luring the afcendant of Bradford, when his terrot 
gave efficacy to his Remands, when the citizens of 
Pittfburgh were under apprehenfions that ' that place 
was doomed to dcflrud^iori, and when ipany others 
would have wiftjecj therafelves and their property well 
away from it. * Pitt{burgh is fituated on the verge d[ 
the fettled part of the country, and when the rendez- 
vous was at Braddock!s field, the communication be- 
tween it and the country was in a great meafure cut^ 
off. , . ^: . 

Several of thofe who were thus expelled felt them-/ 
"ftrlves exCe:6dingly hurt, ancf expofed the charader of 
the people indifcfiminately, in a manner, that while it 
procured fym'pathy to themfelves, at the fame tinie 
excited indignation againft the citizens of the wefte/in 
country. The infpeitor and marfhal tiiight have come 
very fafely through the vveftern counties by going a. few 
miles up the Allegany river. The roads noriJi of 
0reenfburgh were ii.ot ambufcaded, nor am I convinced 
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tliat the apprchenfion of the roads having been .wayt 
laid at any time was well founded, except when the 
mail was robbed ; but this outage gave reafonable ground 
-to fafpedl that they wefe near the Monangahela. 
The others that were expelled were accompanied by 

' two members of the Pitt(burgh committee as far as 

Greenfburgh, and iaw no appearance of ^uy interrup- 

rtion-.on the road. Colond Nevil halted :in .the eaftem 

.parts of Weftmoreland fill . after the Parkifoa ferry 

<.meeting, «nd was not difturbed. 

A democratic fociety l^ad been «eded at Walh- 
ington town, a few months preceding the infurrec- 
tion, and it pvbliihed fome intemperate refolutions 

^refpediag'the coadi|6l-of, government relative to the 
uavigatiou of:theMiffilIippi, theappoii>tmeT^t of a chief 

.Jufliceand a fenator as ambaflfadors to Europe, .&c. 

r-B^^c I do not 'Teip^mber that they faid any thing, againil 
• tl^eexcife iaw. Their refolutions wcTf wnHen in 
4m,Ltation of refolution? that bad beea publiflied in 

^iCemucky. Though ther^ is no proof that ihefc publi-r 
cations, had any influence in promoting the infurrec- 

^ tion, yet the damned democratic.focietics,as they were 
called, were confidered as the caufe of it by many iq 

, th&rarmy,' from the generals down to the privates. I 

t found too, that it was generally thought that the coun- 
atry ^^^ full of thofe Jfocieties, though in fa<fl there was 

. l)U{ Qne^and that orfe bad been^of fcort duration and 
itompofed of but few members, feveral of whom I find 
v.^reof the bed difpofe4 citizens; Ibme of thern^ how- 

%je'v'er, took a prominent ftation in the infurredion, of 
wl. tich nutBber Mr; Bradford was on-e. 

The journals of Copgrefs and the debates puhlilji^d 
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Iri the hewS-papers in the wlrtter following,' wili give a 
(landing feflimony of the irritation that pre\^ailed at 
that time againft denaocrailc focieties/net onJy inth^ 
army^ but in the councils of the United States. This' 
attempt in government to> fiippreis popular fbcietiesr 
h^d a tendency to revive thim when they Were on the 
decline* I have ever thdught^it impolitic ingovem- 
ment to denburice, wHere if c'^niiot punifh. Societies 
cannot be fiippreffed'ih a free government; norfhould 
it be attempted: They will do good or ill according to 
the good fenfe and difcretidtl of thofe who compofe , 
them, therefore in order to reform focieties we muft 
begin with making men wifer and better ; when they* 
blazon the meafures of adminiftration or panegyrize 
tHe perfons who condudl them, they are not denoun- 
ced, therefore when they do otherwife they muft be 
tolerated. 

After making competent alowances for thofe extra- 
neous caufes of irritation, and- for the materials of' 
which many of the militisi corps were compofed, &:c^ 
fl decifion in favour of employing the militia, when art 
armed force is abfolutely neceflary to be eimployed in • 
fupporting the execution of civil or criminal procefs, 
is concluiive. I fay when an armed force is abfolute- 
ly neceflary, for furely alheriff*s/>^^, taken from the 
mafs of the freehdlcfers, i^ thenioft proper fOrce for that 
purpofe. It has the example of part ages, and the tef- 
timony of experience in its favour; and if this force 
had been employed in due feafon, another force wot.ld 
not have been neceflary in the weftern counties. 

It is beyond my purpofe to enquixe or develops 
wbateffeds would have refulted from employing a fiand- 
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ing army in the execution of civil or criminal procefs ; 
but when the revengeful temper, and nefarious endea- 
vours to gratify that temper, through influence obtain- 
ed in the army and with the judiciary, that was exhibit- 
ed in the weflern expedition, and which will be related 
in the fequel^ is confidered, it will readily be admitted, 
that if a mercenary army, had been employed on that 
occafion in preference to a militia, inftead of the puny- 
attempts that were made, there would have been fuc- 
cefsful exertions, tofacrifice innocent vidims to party 
fpleto and perfonal rancour. 
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CHAP. XIV; 



A BOUT feveri o^dock iii thembrning 
of the day on which we arrived at Carliflc, we waited on 
the Prefident, and delivered to him the refolutions of 
aflu ranee agreed oh at the fecond meeting at Parkifon's 
Fetry. We found him alone, and were received and 
treated with politenefs and attention. After a fliort 
converfatidn he informed us that he was juft going out 
about fome bufinefs relating to the army when he faw 
us approaching, and that after breakfaft he was going 
to fee a divifion of the army m^rch, that therefore he 
could not examine the papers at prefent, but would 
converfe with us on the fubjedl at ten o'clock that 
morning. 

When we waitedon him at ten o'clock, we found him 
in company with governor Howell, to whom he intro- 
duced us. Col. Hamilton then fecretary of the trcafury 
was prefent all the time, but governor Howell 
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withdrew bdfot6 the convfeifation ended. Tbe rr€- 
fident opened the converfdrion with a difcourfe on thi^ 
fubjc(Sl of the refoiutions. In which he expatiated at 
eonfidcrable length on the evils occafiohed by the in- 
furredion^ ^nd the injury tefalting frbtii it to the 
caufe of liberty and the. general interefts of republican 
government in the world. He faid that the outrages^ 
comnnitted againft the government^ and the peace of 
the citizens in the wefierh counties^ had agitated the 
United States from one end to the other, like an elec- 
trical Qiock, and difpofed them -vtty generally to 
turn out in fupport of the violated laws ; he fpoke of 
the rcfpeAability of the army that was then aft the plaf-» 
ces of rendezvous, or on their march, and the alacrity 
with which they left their farms anct their mei^chandize^ 
iix order to fuppott the goveinmentf ^nd laws, when 
called on {ot that purpofe^ and faid that it was found 
nece^ry to fend repeated exprefles to prevent too 
great a number from marching from ibme of the 
fiates, particularly N£w-Jeriey, and that ^U the flatef 
that had been called on, appeared to have fcnt for* 
ward the quota required. 

He lamented the facrifices that the firmer and 
merchant were under th^ neceflky of making, and the 
great expence that would be incurred to the govern- 
ment by the expedition. He exprefFed his aftonifh^ 
tnent, that the people were fo blind to their own iir- 
tereft as not to have prevented the neceffity of it by 
giving to the cotnmiffioners fuch affurances of their 
fubmilEon to the laws, as would have flieltered them 
from punifiiment and fecured the reftoration of 
mdcTi and that we and other well difpofed citizens 
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^ad not been more fucccfsful in pcrfuading them to 

taie that falutary courfe. He concluded his obferva- 

fions on this fubjed, by givipg his opinion, that the 

rcfolutions which v?e had prefented were not fufficient- 

]y unequivocal to juftify him in difmiffing the army, 

pow when they were ^endezvoufed, and the greateft 

proportion of the expences incurred, and the facrifices 

of the merchant and former already made. He ap^ 

pealed tn OAir own knowledge, that the preparation for 

an expedition was the greateft part of the expcnce, and 

obferved, that being thus fgr advanced, it would be 

neceflary to obtain further and more ample affurancef 

of fubnofiffion, before he could difmifs the army, thap; 

perhaps would have been required at an earlier p^riodi 

That the ob|e6ls to be obtained by the expedition were 

xmequivocal iiffurances of fubmiflion to the laws, and 

prote<£lion to the officers of the revenue fpr the future $ 

and that thegooddifpofttions of government, expreffed 

by the commiflioners^ being rejeiSled, and the march of 

\he army rendered tjeccffary^ fome atonements would 

be required for the infraAions committed againft the 

laws, Qbf«rving tl^at the refplutions referred him 

^ous for further infoitmation, h,^ invited us to proceed 

in giving it to him. 

We, in reply, expreffed, our unfeigned fatisfa^lion 
at dilfcovcring that the authority of the United States 
could call forth fprefpeAable and well equipped sn 
army, to jTupport the goveynm^nt and laws, when fuch 
a meafiur§.b?ji:ame. neceffary, apd at the patriot! fm dif- 
played by thbfe who had made fuch facrifices foi that 
urpofe ; but expreflfed our fincere grief for the occa-* 
,0^ that ha^ rendered fv?ch a 4j%l^y of power an4 
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patriotifm neceflary. We expreffed our opinion, tlwit 

a militia arttiy was the moft congenial to a republican 

government, and the moft favourable to liberty, but ftig-* 

gefted ferious apprehenl^ons that from fome peculiar 

circumftancesthc ptef^nt n^ilitia army, though fo very 

rcfpedable, had, ^^rjloje threatening atpedl to the people 

pf the weftern country t;ban evetx a mercenary array ;• 

iind iuggefted that- their irritation find fenfe pf 'tnfuh 

^light be in proportion to their wealth, refpediabili^yv 

^ndthefacrifices v?hich they bad made-, and that frcna- 

thefe circumftances the difficulty of introducing difci-* 

pline, and prefcTving Subordination tothelawsin thear- 

nay, mightbeirtcr0?i(e<^. We acknowledged the wifdom" 

^nd humanity, d^ifplay^d by the Pr^fident, in fending- 

commiflionersv v^fted ^yith foch ample authority ta 

rellore order; ^y granting fo liberal an amnefty to the 

4nfurgentsv and our grief that this beneficent meafure 

had not rendered coercive meafures unneceffary^ and^ 

then proceeded- ;o relate the circumftances which con-' 

tTibuted to prevent that falutary meafure from being 

completely fijiccc;fsfuL • - •' 

V In doing thi?i we ftated briefly the unforefeen an4 

\uitowardci|cu55^flanees,- that rendered it impoffible for 

the well difpofed people to prevent the commencement 

^if the infun^e(5.io^" ;. fuch as their diftance from each 

Other, the hurry^of thefeafon, atid th^ fecrecy of the 

marfhars arrival and progre^whi^h put it out of the 

poWer of the friends, ofrord^r to make any arrange-^ 

ments for his p^ote^^ipp^, and to preferve the peace of 

the country i th^t it required time for the well difppfcd 

people to know in whom they could confide, and thci 

unexpeAednefs ani rapidity of the piiiragesat^rft 
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firuck people with fuch aftonifhment^ as required time 
for refleflion before exertions could be made. Thp 
Ipackwardnefs of well difpofed people, who were inno- 
cent, to expofe themfelves, the terror that was fpread 
abroad by thofe who became leaders among the infur- 
gents, and the diffipprobation cf the excil'e law, even by 
many, who, though ihey were difpofed to fubmit to it, 
hefitated fome time before they would put themfelves 
^o rifle for its fupport, rendered it impoffible 'to put a 
ftpp to the diforders without time and labour. We 
detailed the imperious and uriforefeen circumftances, 
that in a great meafure fruft rated the uitention of the 
lueeting of the committee of 60 at Redftone old fort, 
and the motives by which the innocent citizens were 
aduated in declining to attend the meetings, or refuiing 
^0 fign the inftrument of affurances fubmitted to them 
by the commiffioners. We gave a candid account of the 
violent oppofition that was given at fome townfl&ip 
Meetings, .'j(tid ^flerted, that this violent oppofition^ 
as far afs' wa$ 'withip our knowledge, was, with very 
few fexCepfions, ^lade by the moft ignorant and ob* 
ftinate clafs of people, (opie of whom are to be found 
in all countries ;• that few of thefe having either charac- 
ter or property tolpfe, availed themfelves of this fea- 
(on of diforder to inliilt judges, magiftrates, and gener- 
ally thofe people to whom they, on other occafions, 
^ad recourfe for fuftenance, or to whom they ufually 
xeforted for advice* in their difficulties : And iq the 
f^w places, where tnefe gave difturba nee, that their fuc- 
cefs was owing to their defperation, and not to the great- 
nefs of their number ; that from the very circumftance 
of their leaving little or i^pthing to lofe, their threats 
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of burning, and other ads of violence, were the mot# 
dreaded ; yet that notwithftanding their threats, there ha4 
not been a Angle inftance of their having been put in 
execution on this occafion. We Gated, that thefc wcr<{ 
jiot the people that ever could give trouble to govern- 
jnent in fettled times, and that moft of them had come 
in, forae of them in tears, within a few days, and rc- 
guefted to be peimittcd to fign the qlfur^nces ; and that 
in many places th^y had been permitted to fign, witl^ 
certification, however, that though it might go in abate* 
ment of their offence, yet it gave them no claim for an 
^mnefty. We affured the Prefideni, that but few of 
thoflj who oppofed tfip figning had been guilty of 
other offenceSi except, perhaps, ^^faere the riots ori-r 
^ipated; 

Wp alfo affured hitn, that in a^ll the counties profe-; 
futiio^hs^d been commenced againft fuch of them,asit 
was thought neceffary and prudent for the prefent peace 
of the country to profecute ; and that what had been 
doneinthisway r<?nderedit certain, that thepubHcpcaco. 
could be preferved, and atonements procured for infrac-r 
tions committed on the laws by the ordinary proceed- 
ings in the courts Qf juftice ; and gave it as our opinion, 
t^at if the powers of thp commiffioners had not e^ired^ 
fp fooo, order would have b^ep perfeAly reftored, and 
fatisfadory affurances of fqbmiffion to the laws obtain- 
ed, We informed him, that the n^wfpapers, contain^ 
ing the g^ders to thci militia to hold themfelves in rea- 
dincfs to m?rch, coming to Pa^kifon's ferry meeting 
pn thcmornwg after the arrival of the cotumiflioner^ 
had been announced, excited an inflammatory agica-^ 
•tion of mindwiih mJiny, which tended, for a time, (ft. 
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6fiace the favourable impreffions, that had been pfrcvi- 
oufly made, by the approach of the commiflioners being 
announced, the extent or nature of whole poweri 
was not yit generally knbwtt, and tha; in fa6t this cif* 
tfumftance irritated fome who had been liferc^ofore 
well difpofed* That, generally, all who had been difaf^ 
fedcd to independence, either among the Englifli or 
Germans, coiintenanced the diforders^ and wereoppofed 
to the rcftbration of order ; that dmong thole, flrangers 
were known to be enteitained, who were fnppofed to 
be emiffariei from places at a diftSnce. That tliough 
the ipirit of diforder fpread like an epidemic froni 
place to place, yet at every attempt to reftore order; 
jtome progr^fs had bfeen made, and many induced to 
forfalse the caufe of oppofition } that after the Rcdftohe 
meeting, few^ if any citizens, otberwife fenfible and 
difcrect, adhered to the infurgents,* that in confequenct 
of this* thofe who continued dbftinate became the more 
defperate in proportion to the fmallnefs of the number 
6f nrtn of difcretibri and property that countenancec! 
them', and afs their laft hopes of fuccefs in their oppo- 
fition depended 6n thfeir preventing the fuccefs of the 
Meetings for giviftg affur^ces ori the lilh of SeptemW 
ber, the agents of Tom the Tinker made their iaft 
effort to defeat the falutary ihteriiicns of thefe townfhip 
meetings,' yet with all their induftrv, it was but ih comf- 
paratively few places thSt they had arrjr fiiccefs,^ or pro- 
duced any difturbance. 

We affured him that th^ greateft caufe of fo fraall 
i nilEftbcr figning th« declaration of fubmiffion, was the 
Telu(5taiice of the innocent to give fuch-affurances a» 
«ii^t imply an acknowledgment of guilt, hav« the 



17<5 HIStORV or THC 

appearance of giving a new teft not required by laWj 
br (as they thought ihe words indire(f\ly meant) pre- 
vent them from petitioning for a repeal or revifion of 
the excife law. That it w^s this princi|)lc that influ • 
enced the whole county of Fayette; the greater extent 
of Weftraoreland, arid the frontier parts bf the other 
counties, to withhold their fign^ufes froni thefe affuf-s^ 
knees prcfcribed by the commiffioners. 

We dated that frotn the riiectihg at Redflone, but 
efpecially from d view of the chdraflers who ifi fomc 
|ilaces oppofed the giving affuranCes to government^ 
the well difpofed people had become convinced that it 
was their duty to fland forth with greater vigour in 
fupport 'pf the laws j that they, having come to know; 
and have confidence in, each other, had very generally 
entered into aflbcisltion;^ to fupport the laws, and that 
thefe alTociations in favour ©f government were gener- 
dly entered into within a few days after the l ith of Sep- 
tember, andhad every appearance of being fofuCcefsfuU 
that the people, who had been the moft troublefome, 
folicited permiflionto fign the affociations as a matter of 
favour, and that fioce that time there had neither beea 
difturbances nor threats. 

We alio flared, that on the whole a much greater 
proportion of ufeful information had been diffeminated 
among the people, rcfpec^ing their political duties and 
interefts than formerly, that the number of thofc who 
had qualified themfelves for giving information, and 
who were induftrious in inflrut?iing their neighbours, 
were greatly cncreafed in the country, and that many 
of the clergy were particularly ufeful in this way, and 
h^d been induflricus in promoting fubmiffion to the 
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hws, that the infolencc of the moft ignorant arid turbu-* 
lent perfons had fully convinced all metx of difcretioii 
and intereft in the country, that if they permitted go-» 
vernment to be violently oppofed, even in the execu- 
tion of an obnoxious law, the fame fpirit would. natural- 
ly lead to the deftru6\ion of all fe curity and order; they 
law by experiencne! that in^ a ftdte of anarch y the name 
of liberty would be prophaned to fanAiori the rooft 
defpotic tyranny, that for fome time alter the com- 
mencement of the infurreflion, the extreme agitation 
of mittd that prevailed operated as a repulfive princi- 
ple againft receiving information, but that, that temper 
ijaving. fubftded, there was now a follcitude to be in- 
formed, and that in fiid many who had been adive in 
f&me of the diforders, being fin^^ corividced of their 
folly, were now among th,e firm«ft friends of order, and 
aflive in pi:pmtoting ^.hat difpofuiori among their neigh- 
boursi This Circucbljtancfe^ together with the leaders 
having gefaerally figned the amnefty, and left the more 
ignoraqt and obftinate to. Chift for themifelves,' we faid 
would for the future deftroy all confidence among 
thofe who might be difpofed to commit diforders ; that 
added to this the general convididn now prevailing 
among all men of property and difcretion, that it is 
their intereff as well as duty to preffetve order, afforded 
the ftrongeft ground of rational confidence, that in fu- 
ture the laws would be obeyed and the officets proted-' 
ed. 

With refped to Jitonements, we fuggefled^ that i( : 
the army marched into the country in order to procure 
them^ the moft proper objeds having already flieltered 
themfelves under the faith of government, thofe who 

y 
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were guilty and had not figned the ananefty wcmld bav€ 
time to efcape while the army was advancing. We 
propofed to carry ,tip with us in confidence luch in- 
y. I r ions as the Prefident tvould tranftnit to any pcrfoWv 
\- jK)p» he would appoint to commence proiecutions, 
a .d r/rii-jrrl that in that way alone proper ftibjecf^s for 
HM Vii-g n-oacraent. could be procured, and that doing 
tj.ij,, v;c-:d 'ifiurd a decifive teft whether the execution 
or r;i- lz\-<. coaid be fupported or not. We concluded 
In re-ji'je liiigtl.e Prelident to inform ufi if time would 
b- vt! j'iowedto procure more certain and uftequiva- 
Cf! ar nances, and if this, was granted, in what mannei 
ilk re 'uiiirances (hould he obtained, and how, or where, 
ihev iiiGuld be communicated to him. • 

The Pr. fldent, in reply, affured us that it .wonld 
have been bis wiOi to have authorifed the cotnmiffion-' 
ers to have given the people fufficient time fdr the 
a^itaiion tofubfide, and to be informed of the terras 
and to deliberate on them, without ordering the militia 
to be in readinefs for marching, if time and other cir- 
curijftances would h^ve permitted, but that the time' 
the infurre^icn commenced was not df his choofingv 
and was too near the winter to enable him to afford the 
time he wifhed to have given, and thatthe flame having 
caught in Maryland, and fymptoms of it having been 
difcovered in fome Other places in Pennfylvania, ren- 
dered it improper to delay the expedition till the 
fpring, lefl the flame fliould fpread further. 

J ie faid there were fome diforderly corps in the 
army, that fome diforders had been committed on the 
march to Carlifle, and that two men had been actually 
killed, be defcribed, circumflantiaily, the manner in* 
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which they were killed, and faid that though from the 
Information lie had received neither cafe appeared to 
have been naurder, yei he had given up the authors of 
both thefe offences, to the laws of our own ftate, and 
would do fo in every inftance, where the laws required 
that this ftiould be done, and he affured us that he would 
provide by difperfing the diford^rly corps among bet- 
ter troops, or otherwife, that they fliould be kept in 
flridl^ fubordin^tion, that in every inftance, where in- 
fractions were made on the laws by any of the army, 
they fhould be fubjeded to puniftiment* He affared 
us further, that the army fhould not confider them* 
felves as judges or executioners of the laws, bui as em- 
ployed to fupport the proper authorities in the execu- 
i^ion of them. That he had been obliged to leave 
Virginia, before he tranfaded fome neceflary bufinefs, 
which he had intended, a^nd to come in hafte to Phila- 
delphia on account of th^ infurredion, and that he had 
left Philadelphia, where we knew his prefence was ne- 
ceflary to prepare for the meeting of Congrefs, in or- 
der to come to the army ; that he mixed and converfed 
daily with the officers, and that his great objed in all 
this was to imprefs the army with a proper fenfe of the 
importance of fubmitting to the Jaws, and that unlefs 
they did fo, the laft refort of a republican government 
yrould be defeated. He added that he would go to the 
Maryland Brigade, thenrendezvoufed at Williams-port, 
and from thence to the Virginia troops at fort Cumber- 
land, and return by Bedford, where the troops now 
on their march from Carlifle would encamp for lorn e 
time, and that his great objed would be to imprefs oq^^ 
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the army, in thefe different places, a fcnfe of the necefr 
jSty of Its fubordination to the laws. 

Withrefped to the expence, &c. of the expedition, 
he faid there might fome good grow out of it to confole,^ 
if not compenfate us. ' That though we had made a re- 
publican form of government and enabled laws under it, 
yet we had given no'teftirabny to the world of being 
able, or willing to fupport our government and laws', 
that this b^ing the fitff inflance of the kind fitice the 
comrhehcemeht of (he government, he thought it his 
duty to bring but fudh a force as would nbt only he 
fufficient tofubdue t)ie infurgents, if they made refin- 
ance, but to crufti to atoms any oppofition that might 
rife in any other corner; that this would operate in fa- 
vour of humanity, by effedu^lly difcoura^ing any, that 
might be otherwife fd difpofed, from provoking blood- 
shed ; and that in the tefult it might teach the citizens 
to be mcrie cautious of writing or fpeaking in fuch a 
manner of the meafures of government, as might have 
a tendency to inflame the citizens, arid would alfo con- 
vince other nations that we could defend ourfelves. He 
faid that the queftioris we had afked, refpefting further 
affu ranees, would require fome time for confideration, 
9nd appointed lis to wait on him again at five o'clock iq 
the evening. ' ^r ^ ' *. . :-. . ^ 

In the evening interview, the Prefident declined 
fending forward with lis or others, orders for fecurin^ 
offenders. This we expeijled. He told us that we oughi 
to know among ourfelves who were guilty, and profe- 
qute them. He encouraged us to'take more unequi- 
vocal affurances from the people, but made no pro- 
jnifeof araneftyon the account; of thefe affurances, but 
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|;ep€3tedly faid that they ml^ht do gocd, and cculd do 
ro harm, and he on this and every other occafion 
preiled it on us to take the utn\pft care that one gua 
ihould not be fired, and added that if one gun was 
fired, he would not berefponfibleforthe confequences; 
we affured him that there was no defign c( making xe- 
fiftance, but on the caution being repeated, we remark- 
ed that if a fool or defperate man, to prevent himfelf 
from being taken, fliould fire a gun, that it would be a 
great hardfhip if the whole country fhould be implicated ' 
in his guilt ; he anfwered that he did not intend that they 
ftould, but that we did not know what might be the 
con fequence of firing one gun. He told iis that he 
did not command the army, in perfon, )3ut had ap- 
pointed governor Lee commander in chief, and men- 
tioned who were to command the militia of the dif- 
ferent dates, and direded the orders he had prepared, to 
be read to us, as far as they refpe(3ed the fubordination 
of the army to the laws. 

* We had free accefs to converfe on every topic 
that wo thought might be ufeful, ai long as we judged 
in convenient to ftay, and in the courfe of the conver- 
fetioa fec:i^etary • Hamilton, who was prefent and 
took a part in the general converfatibn, afked us what 
were the grounds of our own confidence of fubmiflion 
to the law5, and the protedion to be afforded to 
pflficers in the different parts ^of the country. 

In anfwer to this we related the particular inftan- 
ces of cbercion that had recently been given in the 
different counties^ which difcovered that there was both 
a difpcrfi&)n and ability to put the laws in execution in all 
the four counties. We mentioned as another ground of 
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our confidence, the induftry of the clergy in promoting 
fubmiflion to the laws, and flared feveral inftances of it, 
fuch as Mr M' Millin of Wafhington county refufing 
foadminifterthe facrament of the IdrdVfupper to his 
congregation, until they would fubmit to the laws, and 
Mr. Porter of Weftmoreland, who laboured publicly 
and privately with fuccefs from the beginning, to pre- 
vent thefpirit of diforderfromfpreading in his congre- 
gation ; that many .other clergymen had diftingui{he(i| 
themfelves, and, that as foon as the agitation of mind 
had fubfided which in fome places rendered men deaf to 
inftrudion for a time, they had great influence with the 
people in bringing them to a fenleof their duty. Wo 
alfo ftated that all the judges of the court in the diffe- 
rent counties, without exception, thejufticesof the 
peace, and all who ever had been, or then were, Mem- 
bers of Aflembly, with a few exceptions, chiefly in one 
county, were, and always had been well difpofed, and 
that in general all who had been diftinguiftied for un- 
derftanding, to whom their neighbours in fettled 
times had looked up to for counfel, were th^ friends of 
order. 

We obferved that during the agitation a remarka- 
ble change appeared to have taken place in fociety, 
that an unufual number of falfehoofds, aflerting that a 
vaft variety of unufual and oppreffive taxes had been 
laid by Congrefs, that the wages of the members had 
been raifed to eight dollars a day, &c. and that 
in confequence of thefe reports, men who held 
offices either in the Federal or ftate governments, 
were confuicred as ccmbined againft the people, 
and difcredited in contradiding thofe reports, while 
at the fame time every traveller or vagrant was credi- 
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ted in afTcrtinj them, but that now, people having beeri 
• gencrjily v.iideceived^ would never fufFer them- 
felvcs Lu i>t fo naifled for the future by crediting fuch 
noiles. 

On being aflced by the fecretary, what ground of 
confidence ue had with refped to the country adjacenc 
to the Monongahela, we anfwered that not having 
been prefent at th^ laft meeting at Parkifon's Ferry we 
had not perfonal knowledge refped^ing that country, 
but that Alexander Addifon, Prefidentof the ftate courts 
in that diftri^t, who had been fecretary of the meeting 
at Parkifon's Ferry, had informed us by letter, that ht 
had converfed with the principal dillillers who refided 
there, and that they had aflurAd him that they would 
all fubmit to the law. We added that Mr. Andrew 
M' Farlane, who refided in the fettlement, where the 
oppofition had been the nioll violent, and who had 
himfelf been obnoxious to the rioters, had travelled 
down the road with us, and alTured us, that he wou'd 
be refponfible with all his eflate, which was confide- 
ble, for fubmilTion to the law, and protection to thef 
officers in that fettlement ; and that he would even per- 
toit the office to be held in his own houfe, and be ref- 
ponfible for its fafety ; that on afking him if he would 
permit an office to b« kept in his houfe, fuppofing the 
officer to be very unpopular, he replied 1 that if that 
fliouldbe the cafe, it might be more prudent for the offi- 
cer to holdit for fome time in Pittfburgh; where thegar- 
rifonwas; but that a perfon who was not otherwife ob- 
noxious would be ill' no danger from holding the office.' 
Mr. M' Farlane's houfe is in Allegany county, but part 
ef bis land is in Wafhington *. 

< • Sec Note A. end of v lume. 
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We acknowledged that a number Were backward tS 
believe that the militia would march out againft them; * 
but that tliis was occafioned by the rcpbtts they heard 
almoft every day, of liberty poles being ereded in th6 
did counties, of the inilitiif refufing lb turn out, or 
determining to join the Infurgents, when they did come; 
that hearing of the threats of violence that had beefi 
uttered by fome, and greatly magnified by report^ 
deterred waggoners and other travellers from telling the 
truth, unlefs they were certain of the company they 
were in ; but that this deception iio longer exifted, and 
had generally prevailed only with a very ignorant fet 
of people who were almoft the only ungovernable pef- 
fons^ that we haid arty trouble with towards the laft.* 
That jhe agitation of mind; anxiety, and apprehenfioni 
of danger, falfc alarms and fufpicions, which perplexed 
fociety for a few weeks, had rendered the citizens ge- 
lieraily extremely defiroits of having order reftoredv 
and that before it had been fd far accotnpliflied, every 
man of influence and underflandiiig was ftiUy con- 
vinced that it was for their Own intereft to have the 
lawsfupported, and officers proteded, inthedifchargeof 
•theirduty. The ftate officers themfelves. conceiving thai 
thetranfition, from fuppreffing excifemen tbthat of in- 
fuking judges and other Hate officers, was very eafy^ 
felt themfelves particularly interefted in reftoring 
order, and then we obferved that from this general 
apprehenfion of danger and anxiety for order, there 
arofe a greater fecurity to government, than the moft 
foiemn declarations could poffibly have othcrwifti 
given. 



We fu^eftcd that the aflurances which might bd 
|irocurcdby the mlrch of tHe army, and making fevcre 
fexarnplei by vvay of atopeiiient^ might not be unequi- 
vocal, that it niight poflibly rather increafe animofity 
^nd thange thb dire^flioii of refetitmeint froth public 
outrages to private revenge, which was the more dan- 
gero^si as it wpuld be more difficult to guard againft 

The Prefident had informed us, that it was thd 
ppiriion of a dumber of the moft refpe(5lable of our 
own citizens, that the march of the army would be ne- 
Ceflary, not only for the rfeftoring fubmiffion to the re- 
venue l^ws; but for the protection of well difpofed 
citizens; We acknowledged that appearances about 
the time that the commiffioilers went awayi and at fome 
places on the day of figning the declaration, were fuch 
ais to juftify that opinion, but alTured him that from thjci 
change of temper, which had been evidenced, fome 
of the beft informed nf thofe who gave that opini- 
on had chariged their fentiments, that probably all had^ 
that though fothe citizens had received infults, yet they 
did not wifh for siri army to revenge tlieir caufe^ thajt 
the courts having been held through the whole citcuU 
without infult oroppofition, there was no room to doubt 
but they were fully compdtcnt to the protedion of ihp 
citizens. 

We enquired whether advantage would be tnkett pf 
want of form in figning the declaration ? The Prefi-* 
dent faid he could not inform us unlefs he knew tlije 
circun;>fl:ances. We explained to him, th^t .we rtieaqt 
only fuch want of form as did not ariie from a^y fau]t 
ill cue pprfon claiming the.amo.efty, but (tgi^ tj^e ppn- 

Z 
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dud of others, fuch as the papers^ being torn by a dci^ 
perate banditti after they had been figned ; to this It 
was replied, that no adva^ntage ftiould be taken of waiit 

' of mere matter of form. 

At this and all the other interviews, the Ptefiden't 
authorifed us to affure the citizens who had flieltcred 
themfelves under the faith of government, that one 
hair of their head ftiould not be injured, let their crimds 
have been ever fo- great* 

We undertook to procure? itiore general and uri- 
equivocal affurances, and (o tranfmitthem to the army, 
and were aflured that the army would halt fome time 
at Bedford, fo as to give an opportunity of procuring 
the affurances, a-nd that they would be well received. We 
then withdrew with a view of returning homewardfs 
next morning, but the Prefident fent his private fe- 
cretarv early next morningto our lodging, to afk us to 
wait on him again before we left town, but having rode 
out a few miles to fee relations, the Prefident was gone 
out to the army before we returned ; but as he re- 
turned from feeing the lart diviiion of the army begin 
their march, he flopped his horfe before the door of 
our lodging, and calling us to him, converfed fome 
time vidth us in the ftreet, and appointed us to wait 
on him again in th(i evening, and to bring fome affur- 
ances which we had informed him we had with us, that 
had been fubfcribed after the i ith of September. We 
fpent that evening converfing in the fame manner, as 
we had done the former, and chiefly on the fame fub- 

jeds, till we thought it convenient to retire. We 
were difmilTcd as politely as we had been received, 

and in all the opportunities' we had of converfing with 
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i\}Q Prefident, we were treated with that candour and 
politenefs which have at ^11 times diftinguiflied his 
charader. 

At partingt both or) this and a former interview, we 
expreffed a wifh that the Prefident could accompany 
the army to its fartheftdeftination, and acknowledged 
that he had given every poflible affurance of the army 
Ijjping kept in fubordination, fliort of what his own 
prefence and authority along with it would produce, 
Hg replied on this occalion, that if when at -Bedford 
he difcovered that his prefence would be neceflary, 
^nd he was r^pt urider the neceffity of returning to Phi- 
ladelphia, he pofiibly \yould ftay with the army, if it 
advanced into the weftern country, 

I do not pretend ^hat we were treate4 with atten-^ 
^iop, frpm any peculiar attachment to us, whether that 
was fo or not is a matter of no importance in this cafe. 
The attention however that he paid to U3 was the relulc 
of found difcretion. He was apxious to prevent 
bloodfhed, and at the; fame time to enforce due fub- 
tnifljon to the laws, with as little trouble as poffible, ai:d 
by encoi;ra§iqg us to procure more explici: ali'uranccs, 
he was a9Compiifhing a principal obje^l of the txpedi^ 
tiopi before thearmj arrived. And in facl, fuch explicit 
aflurances were procured before they arrived, that no- 
. thing remained to be done by them but to fiipport ^he 
civil magiftrate in prpcuring proper fubjcds to atone 
fpr the outragejith^t had been committed. 

The Prelident was very fenfi'^le of the inflammatory 
and ungovernable difpolition that had diicovered itfelf 
in the army before h E arrived atCarlifie, r,n:i he !iad 
jj^Qt; only laboured incefldintly to remove that ipirff axui 
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prevent its effc(5is, but he was felicitous alio to rernpvg 
our fears. As often as we fuggefled apprehenfions of 
danger from that quarter, he confoled us with affurah- 
CCS of good difciplihe and fubordination to the laws be- 
ing enforced, apd of the diforderly corps b^ingdifpetfcd 
among fuch as were more orderly, or if that tvould tiot 
do, that they ihould be difcharged with infamy. Or- 
ders were aAuaily given to this efFecSl, and at leaft it^ 
fome inftaiiccs pundually executed* 

The Prefident's attention to promote fubotdiosr- 
tion to the laws, and curb the difpofition to licentioiif- 
nefs, which was too evident, and to givfe lis fufficifeiit 
confidence to encourage the people in the weflern 
country, was found policy ; for though nothing could 
be conceived more diflreffirig to us thati the very 
thoughts of hoftile oppofition to the authdrity 6f the 
United States, and though it was well ktiown that we 
}iad made every exertion in pur power to prevent it, 
yet if the grmy had marched to the wcftcrn coUntty 
vmder tl^e prevailing influence of th^t inflammatory 
and licentious Ipirit, which difcovefed jtfelf among a 
partof them for fome time at Carlifle, we muft have 
thought it ou^ duty to l^ayc returned with all hafte. and 
told the people what they had a right to cxpeA^ afi4 
m that cafe defperation muft have fupplied the want 
of refources, and the innocept muft have pciade a conx'- 
inon caufc with the guilty 5 for there is no Jaw, divio^ 
or human, tp oblige people taujely to fubmit to be 
ikewered, hanged or {hoc, in cold blood, and this was 
for fome time the declared objeA of fuch as made itaoft 
poife, and even of fome who laid claim to the charai^tt 
oF gentlemen ; and itwas afingularcircumfllabce, fhni 
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fuch citizens of th^ w^ftern country, as had made the 
greateft exertigns in preventing the fpread of the dif- 
.prders, and reftoring fubmiifion to the laws, were 
jdefiined to be the firft vidlimis of this lawlefs rage. 

The Prefident was happily* fuccefsful inreducing 
the licentious part of the army to fubordination to the 
laws, and in infpiring the people in the wcftern coun-^ 
ties with fuch a meafure of confidence, as prevented 
any conduA on their part, that qould give thearmy any 
juft caufe of irritation. # 

Information th^t th^rt were many officers of difc 
crction and experience in the army, as well as a great 
many orderly citizens, who come out in their proper, 
clafTes, on militia duty, had alfo a tendency to abate the 
^f9LU of the. people of the ^eftein coiinci(is% 
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IVl R. Redick and I, returning with all 
convenient fpeed, feparated at Greenfburgh in Weft- 
moreland ocunty, after preparing an advertifement tQ 
be publifhed in the Pittfburgh gazette, calling for a 
meeting of the delegates of townftiips, which had been 
tle(Sied for the firft meeting at Parkifon's ferry, and re-c 
quelling alfo the attendance of as many difcreet citizens 
befides, as could conveniently attend. Knowing that 
the gazette would be put to prefs before the advertife- 
ment could reach the editor, we were obliged to m^e 
it too fliort for conycyipg fuch information as we wifl^- 
ed ta communicate ; conceiving ^Ifo that the gazette 
wa^ too flow a method of warning the citizens in the 
four counties, I undertook to give information by cir-i 
cular letters to the counties of • Weftmoreland and 
Fayette, and with the afllftance afforded by others, thefe 
letters were fent to proper perfons without delay. The 
extent cf the country over which the people were fpread^ 
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aind the importance of having the general fenfe of th6 
country, unequivocally underftood at the meeting, iri- 

'duced us to delay it fome days longer than we had con- 
templated at Carlifle, rather than that the affurances to 
be obtained fliould be doubtful. 'This, however, ren- 
dered it impoffible to have the affurarices forwarded to 

•Bedford before the army had left it. The Prefiderit 
had found it neceflary to return to Philadelphia, fome 
days before the army left Bedford. 

An excellent opportunity offered for taking the fenfe 
oif the citizens, at the regimental mufters, which hap- 
pened on the week previous to the meeting. In Weft- 
moreland and Fayette counties, the brigadier-generals 
and infpedors of both counties, without mutual con- 
fultation, propofed to thofe who attended the mufters, 
that they fliould fign aflurances engaging themfelves, 
perfonally, to fubmit to the laws, proted the officers, 
&c. and before the end of the week, on which the muf- 
ters were held, all the citizens of thofe two counties, 
whofe names were in the mufter rolls, and could at- 
tend, had iigned explicit affurances. A number of them 
had done fo before, on the day appointisd by the corix- 
miflioners, or within a few days after it. 

Mr. Redick having to go by Pittfburgh with the 
advertifement ; it was two days after the letters had 
b^en circulated in the other counties, before he arrived 

' at Wafliirigton town, fo that he had not fo early an op- 
portunity of communicating information as I had, and 
the news-paper circulating flowly, the people fouth of 
the Monongahela not having encouragement for giving 

• ficw affurances, neglejfted the opportunity of the mufters^ 



though many of them had fi^d io their ve{pc&iYi 
townCbips before tlie Parkifon ferry meeting. 

Oa the 84th of Ocflober, the meeting; coiivetied i 
great indeed was the difference between the cpmple^^ion 
of this meetlingi and that which met at tne feme plaqc 
on the 14th of Augqft precedin,5> ind this difference 
t^as in a great meafure owjng to a tew n^^n. Qradfprd^ 
Fulton, Parkifon^ Marfbali and Others, who had con- 
trived and promoted the mcetanj <at Brad4ock*» fi^4» 
. liad either fccured an awnefty by fubmitting in due 
time, or fled out of the coufttry^ aad others who, per- 
haps, had done neither, were aftiamed to appear at this 
meeting, though the telry^or of tbcnn ^ndthfir' friends 
had overawed the firft ; and a great number of refpec- 
table citizens attended at this meeting, ;Mrho did npt 
think it prudent to countenance 4;he firft. The citi- 
zens did not ad hereasdetegateg, nw produce crciden- 
tiak, and the greateft harn^ny and f«)od order prevail- 
ed. James Edgar was ^pointed chairman, dnd Albert 
Gallatin fecretary. 

When the meeting was opened Mr* Redick and 1 
gave an account of the difcharge ,of our truft at Carliilp* 
and dated the propriety of giving ipor^ uriequivoc?! 
affurances than had yet been obtained, ^nd the encour- 
agements given for doing fo, as nearly in the Prefident^s 
own words as we could exprefs them. We alfo ,flated 
the importance of preventing any he^dl^rong (opliQi 
people from irritating the army, if itadvdnc^ into the 
country, either by firing a gun at them^ iar any otb^t 
condu<5^ that might be conftrued into a pr^etencc by 
any in the army to break through the rules of difciplin.c, 
be. and in order to render them the more cautious, we 
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kformedthem that the fame Inflammatory fpirit appear* 
fed to pervade fome patt of the army, that bad fo re- ' 
Cently prevailed in- this country. We alfp, according 
to the Prefidfenl's inftru(f^ioiis, affured thofe who had 
Ihekered themfelveS under the faith of government, 
that they <w>ul4 not be difturbed-^ let ifceir crimes be 
what they might; and that no advantage fhould be 
taken of w4nt of raerd matter of form. . We added 
iuch oilier information^ and made fuch obfervations, as 
we thought fukable tothcbccafion ; but many obfet- 
vations were not neceffary, the peopk werfe willingtodd 
kvtiy thi»g that was judged proper, indeed if the fame 
pe©ple«bad attended and voted at the firft meeting that 
did at this, and if thofe who governed the paffions of 
tbaid^y, aixd w<ete abfent from this meeting, hadalfd 
hfficn abfent fcoip thit, an army would not have been 
marched into the country. At this paeeting, the fol- 
lowing refohitions were unanimoufly adopted z 

ift. Refolvcdj that in our opinion^ tlie civil aatho^ 
rity ia now.fully competent to enforce the laws and td 
punilh iDotKpaftand future offences, inasmuch, as the 
peapie at large are determined to fupport every de- 
fcription of civil officers in the legal difcharge of their 
duty. 

2d. Refdved, that in our opinion, that all perfon^ 
who m&y he charged or fufpefted of having committed 
auy offence agiainft the United States or the flate, during 
tl^e l^te difturbances, aiad who have not entitled them- 
ffelv«9 10 the benefits of the ac't of oblivion, ought im- 
medi^eJy to furreoder tbemfclves to the civil autho- 
rity^ m order to ftand their trial, that if there be any 
fach perfons. ^vacmg us, they are ready to forrewder 

A a 
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themfelves to the civil authority accordingly, and tliat 
we will unite in giving our afliftance to bring tojuftice 
fuch offenders as fhall qoi furrender., 

3'd. Refolved, that in our opinion, offices of infpcc- 
tipn may he immediately opened in the refpcdive 
counties of this Axrvey, without any danger of violence 
being offered to any of the officers, and that thediftil- 
lers are willing and ready to enter their ftills. 

4th. That William Findley, David Redick, 
Ephraim Douglafs, and Thomas Morton, do wait on 
the Prefident with the forgoing refolutions. 

That, thefe refolutions vyere unequivocal was not 
only teflified by the unanimity of the vote, but^by the. 
papers that had been figned by the people at the mufters^ 
and otherwife. Thecitizensfouthof Monongahela,who 
had not had the opportunity of Cgning at the mutters, 
expreffed great regret that they had not known. in time 
that fuch a meafure would have been acceptable, and 
aflured the meeting, that thofe who had not yet figned 
affurances would do it without delay. Affurances 
figned by a number of them, a few days after 'that 
appointed by the commiffioners, had been prefented.. 
to the Prefident at Carlifle. 

The four commiffioners appointed to carry the 
affurances to the Prefident^ could not- do it without 
fpme delay, as they refided in the four different coun- 
ties, and when they met together at Greenflburgh, they', 
were informed that the Prefident had returned to Phi- 
ladelphia, and. that the army was on its march from 
Bedford and fort Cumberland to the Weftern coun- 
ties ; we therefore concluded to halt, till the army would 
advance, and to prefent the affurances to the comman* 
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der in chief, but as fecretary Hamilton was with the 
left.wing of the army, and as we believed that he would 
influence whatever meafures might be adopted in con- 
fequence of the aflurances we had to prefent, we v;aited 
feme days for his arrival at Bonnet's camp, in ilie 
fouthern extremity of Weftmoreland county, and prc- 
fented them firfl to him, who when he had examined 
them, returned them to us, after telling us, that for 
the fake of decorum, it would be belt to prefent them 
to the commander in chief. This was what we inten- 
ded to have done. 

The next day we arrived at Union town, in Fayette 
county, where the head quarters then were, and pre- 
fented the aflurances to the commander in chief, who 
fent for the other general officers, and he and they 
treated us with civility. The conjmander appointed 
us to wait on him the next morning. Secretary Hamil- 
ton arrived at Union town the fame evening, and the 
main body of the left wing of the army arrived at 
Union Town, the fame day. 

The next morning, forae hours later than the time 
appointed, the commander in chief prefented us with 
an addrefs to the people, in anfwer to their aflur- 
ances. 

We bad, in couverfation with him on the preceding 
evening, ftated fubftantially, though much more con- 
(rifely, the fame reafons, for our confidence that the 
people would fubmit to the laws and proted the offi- 
^:ers, as we had done to the Prefident, with this differ- 
ence however, that being better intormed, cur confi- 
dence was more perfed. We admitted indeed, that 
;t W5(s true, that feme of the ignorant people in fome 
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places believed the falfehcods that bad been propag:?- 
• ted, and did not believe that the army was approadiing, 
until they were oh their march. One df our number 
admitted, that fome young headftrong boys, who had 
got arms in their hands, were not willing to give aflur- 
ances of fubmiffion, uiitil they were convinced that the 
army was approaching, and that with them thefe feats 
might haverbeen a prevailing triotive tofubmifDon, but 
v:e denied that this was the general principle of fub- 
miffion, andaflfured hihi that the fubmiflioii had beeft 
very general before it was known that the army would 
march, thst it was from a convidiotl of this, that men 
of the beft difcen)ment, who had an opportunity of 
learning the fentimenrs, and obferving the temper of 
the people, at the courts which had been held rn all the 
counties, called the meeting at Parkifoh's ferry, who 
adopted the refolutions of fubmiffion that had bfeeh 
tranfiiiitted to the Prefident at Cariifle. 'That this 
conviction ' was obtained, and a call of the Parkifon 
meeting delegates agreed ori, as early as the report of 
the commifficners to the Prefident, on which the or- 
ders to maich were founded,, was. made.' That thi^ 
change of temper was founded on a general convi(3ion» 
that it was their own intereft to liave tlje laws fuppor- 
ted, and was promoted by tne induftry of thofe citizens ' 
who had been always well difpofed, but who had lay 
by during the height of the diffurbances, tifl they were 
convinced of the neceffity of fland'ing forward for the 
refloration of order, and entertained hopes that reafon 
and argument would be attended to. We aflured him 
alfo that thofe who had taken a lead in difturbances, 
had either fubmitted in time to fecure themfelvea 
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utid^t the ^nuiefty, or were fled, and that ccmfeqtiently 
the ignoram and obftinate, who had oppoied fubftiif: 
lion CO the iaft, finding thenifelves forfaken by all m 
whom they had confidence, would have no encourage- 
ment to be troublefome for the future, and that their 
confidence in each other would be fo deflroyed as *o 
leave no ground for fufpeding their being sible to 
form any new dangerous combinations. Notwithftan- 
ding that we affigned thcfe and ether, fuch reafotis as 
grounds rf confidence in the reality of the people's 
fubmillion, the commander in chief in his cddrefs to 
the inhabitants of tiiat country through us, did not ac- 
knowledge that we had affigned any oilier rcafon, but 
the panic occafioned by the advance of the army. 
When we objedled to this ftatement, and allegcdthat 
yrt had candidly given other and more fubflantial rea- 
fons, and that this reafon would apply to only a few 
of the moft ignorant and obftinate, he ftruck out the 
words which fixed this charge on all the people, and 
interlined, ihe lower order of the people^ words which 
we had never fpoken ; for though we mentioned a 
difference of charader, we had not thought of a diftinc* 
tion of orders in fociety. We have few flaves and no 
fobles. 

Near theconclufionof the addrefs, he recommends 
it to thofe focieties, who had poifoncd the minds of 
the people with falfehoods, to continue with their ufual 
formalities, to countera<5l the falfehoods they had cir- 
culated, and that thereby, they would make fome atone- 
ments for the mifchief they had done ; we returned 
it to him again, and requefted to know to what meet- 
ings he alhided. He anlwered, that it was the Par- 
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kifon meetings, and fjich as them. We replied, that 
the Parkifon meetings and others of that kind, were 
held for the cxprefs purpofe of reftoring order, that 
the firft Parkifon meeting, in a great meafure put a flop 
to the outrages, and that the fuhfequent meetings, had 
completed the reftoration of fubmiflion to the laws, 
but he feemed not to underftarid the diftinftion be- 
tween thofe and other meetings. The denunciation 
of felf created focieties however, that foon followed, 
indicated that his advifers had other meeting* in view. 
Indeed from his underftanding fo little of the fubjedl 
of his own addrefs, and difcovering fo little candour 
in it,, we fufpecied, at the time, that it did not origi- 
nate \yith himfelf. When we withdrew, it was pro- 
pofqd to accompany the publication of it in the news- 
papers with remarks, containing a candid ftatcment 
of the reafons we had affigned for the confidence that 
might be placed in the alTuranccs of fubmiflion, which 
we had prefented ; but on conferring together, we 
agreed Jratber to fubanit to an uncandid ftatement of 
our own condufl, which was evidently calculated to 
give the beft difpofed people in the country juft caufe 
of offence againlt us, than to do any thing that might 
give the army a pretence for irritation, we plainly dif- 
covercd that the addrefs was calculated to give a bad 
ipipreflipnofus to the people, and of the people to 
the army, and the world. It was alfo calculated to 
afford reafons for continuing the army lopger in the 
country, and convinced us that thofe, who then gave 
the fupreme direction to th« proceedings, did not defign 
to pay much refpsfl to the unequivocal aflhrances, 
which the Prefidenc feemed folicitous th-t we flxculd 
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procure. Indeed though we were treated politely in 
othferrefpeds, andemployedto aflifl: in fixing the prices 
of neceflaries for the army, and confulted about the 
ground on which it fliould encamp, when it advanced 
further into ths country ; yet we did not meet with 
that candour and franknefs, with which we had been 
treated by the Prefident at Carlifle, On reading forae 
of the preceding Chapters, it will occur to the reader 
that either governor Lee was not the author of the ad- 
drefs he prefentedto us, or that he did not underftand 
the fubjed, when he afcribed the circulating of falfe- 
hoods, to poifon the minds of the people, to the meet- 
ings held at Parkifon's Ferry. 



i««» HISTORV OFj THfe 



>fti.i ■ f I.I, fit 



C if A P. XVt; 



X H E firft orders, that appear to hav^ 
been executed under the authority of the federal judge,- 
weie at Bedford, from whence the four men mentioned 
already Were efcorted to Philadelphia under a military 
guard. As far as it was in the powei of the parties em- 
ployed toe fcort them, thefeprifoners were treated with 
propriety. 

Some few were tsfken without legal orders, when 
the army entered the weftern ^counties, but were foon 
difmiffed. ^ One of thefe had figned affurances in due 
time ; but no general attempt was made to take pri- 
foners, until the army had^ncamped a confiderable 
time in the vicinity of Monongahela, and were apparent- 
ly preparing to return home ; arrangements were then 
made to have the prifoners taken in all the different 
parts of the country, on the 1 3th of November. For 
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this purpofe, different detachments were deftined to 
Various routs, who in moftinftances fecured thofe that 
they had orders to apprehend. The orders were exe- 
cuted with promptitude and addrefs, but not with 
equal humanity by all the parties. 

To drag men unexpeAedly and unprepared, from 
their wives and children, from bed time till morning, 
is an exertion thatfhocks humanity,, and yet iff fome 
imperious cafes the ititerefts of humanity recjuirethat 
it fhould be done. "When it becomes expedient to 
make prifoners of bold and iiitrepid meii, accuflomed 
to danger, it is neceffary, in order to preVent blood- 
fhed, to take them by furprife ; nor is this the left 
expedient when they happen to be innocent, for in 
that cafe, they might be difpofed to make the mord 
defpetate defence ; and every thing that would lead to 
a conteft, Was to be avoided on this bccafion with pe- 
culiar care, as it was apprehended that fom« inflam- 
matory fpirits in the army wiftied for d plaufible pre-' 
text to burft the bonds of difcipliiie, and fatiate theii 
vengeance on a defencelefs country- 

Though it appeared, in the refult, that but a fmall 
proportion of thofe that were taken in this manner 
had done any thing for which they could be puniflied, 
yet thofe who were employed to take them, bad no 
right to examine, or difcriminate between the inno- 
cent and the guilty. But though the rigid duty muft 
be performed, no man of honour or humanity would 
add infult or cruelty to unavoidable feverity. I re- 
joice at having it in my'power to -flate that, in moll 
inflances, care was taken to employ men of chara^fler 
and difcretion in taking prifoners. 

Bb 
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CaptainDunlap of Philadelphia, and his company^ 
were fent to Muddy creek in the upper end of Wafli- 
ington county* they took colonel Crawford and fon, 
Mn Sedgwick, a juftice of the peace, Mr. Corbly, 
a clergyman of the Baptift perfuafiou, 9nd others. 
Tiiey were taken early in the morning, and had no 
opportunity of making refiflance. Captain Dunlap 
and his party, while they behaved with the greatefl: 
dexterity in . taking the prifoners, treated them 
with as much politenefs and attention as their fitua- 
tion would admit of, and engaged their gratitude 
by accompanying unavoidable feverity with huma- 
nity. 

Thefe prifoners bflert, that they had not the oppor- 
tunity of figning the terms of the commiflioners 
until the appointed day was paft. They were admit- 
ted to bail, after feveral months imprifonment^ and 
though twa of thofe perfons were reported to have 
been a good deal inflammatory, there was no bill found 
again ft any of them on their trial. They were not 
engaged in the outrages againft excife officers, or at 
the rendezvous at Braddock's field. I cannot find that 
Sedgwick, the juflice of the peace, had done any thirig 
to lay a foundation eveii for fufpicion. Crawford, the 
younger, had been one of the armed party, who ap- 
peared at the Redftone meeting witha defign to punifli 
Jackfon, but he was difmiffed at Pittsburgh. 

General Irwin had been ordered to march to the 
neighbourhood of PIttfburgh with a divifion of the 
army, and was direded to take a number of thecitizeni 
of Pittfburgh prifoners on the fame night on which 
the getieral feizure was made. It appears that two 
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lifts were defigried for him, but one * only was deliver- 
ed, without any diftindlion made in it between cri- 
minals and witneffcs, or any difcretionary power 
of difcrimination intruded to him. The lift con- 
tained the names of eighteen citizens of Pittft)urgh,' 
of whom one perfon, on receiving fome private 
hint of the defign, delivered hjimfelf up to the judi- 
ciary, then fitting in his own houfe. The general, it 
fcas been faid, was inftruded to ftrike twd other per- 
sons out of tb? lift. 

Thus, agreeably tqorders, a number of citizens were 
dragged out of their beds in thie night, and marched to 
the camp, with fcarce fuffigient time to ptit on their 
neceflary cloathing. The camp affording no better 
accomodations^ they were obliged to lay that night on 
the wetearth* und^r fnow and rain, and to add to :heif 
milery they corpplain that they were barbaroufly in- 
fultediy fome of thofe, by whom they were taken, and 
alfo by fome pf the guards, in the camp. Next day 
they were empounded in a wafte houfe, where they 
were detained for feveral days ; no better lodging could 
be procured in thp camp. Whatever infuks, they may 
Jiave received, werecontcarytotheorders of the general. 

On the reprefentacion of general Irwin, they were 
Temoved from the cqmp to the garrifon, and put under 
^he diredion of colonel Butler ; they were then con- 
fined in a new houfe, witl:^out fire, for fivejJ^^ys more, 
^o many prifoners^ from various parts, were then con- 



• This. lift is puWiihed ait length in Mr. Brackcnridgcs incidents; but general 
Irwin does not know how it was procured, and fays, ihat he had no means of dif- 
|ii>gul(Uiftf|beiwcencrinunaIsand wittieiTes. 
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fined in Pittfburgh, that proper accomcdaticns coiUd 
not be procured. 

When the time arrived, that they were to appear be- 
fore thejudiciary, though the prifoners were in thecufto- 
dy of the officer of the garrifon, general Irwin was called 
on, perhaps in Qompliment to his rank, to iflue orders 
for releafmg them individually from the garrifon in 
courfe as they were demanded by the judiciary. It 
was by the callof the judiciary for tpeir appearance, that 
he, to his furprife, firft difcovered that a number of 
thofe whom according to orders he had taken and treat- 
^d as criminals, wjsre only called on as witneffes ; but 
how much greatfpr muft his furprife have been, if be 
had known that a number of them had figned the am- 
pefty in due time, and cppfequently were fo flieltered 
under the faith of government, that, according to the 
Prefident's declaration at Carlifle, they were not to 
have been djftnrbed^ let their crimes have been ever 
fo great. 

I confefs, wken in Philadelphia, I found fome in the 
prifon who had figned the amnefty, and was informed 
of the treatment others received on this occaficn at 
Pittfburgh, I regretted that I had been an inftrument 
in encouraging thoie who had done fo, to exercife un- 
limited confidence in the faith of government, and on 
that ground, I demanded the releafe of a prifoner of 
that defcription, from the attorney of the diftri<5t and 
the attorney general, and he was admitted to bail, but 
had to appear at the court as a witnefs ; an apprehen- 
fiontiiatfomethingof this kind. would happen, was one 
reafon which induced me to fuggeft twice to the Prefi- 
dent at Carlifle the importance of his crofTing the 
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mountains with the army, and I am ftlll perfuadcd^ 
that if he could have done fo, luch miftakes would not 
have been fo numerous. 

The agonizing diftrcfs of thofe citizens and their 
families, who were made the vidlinas of, perhaps, private 
Tefentments, on this occafion, can be more eafily con- 
cieved than expreffed. The confternation of others, 
when they oblerved the innpcent, thofe who had fign- 
ed the amnefly, witneffes and criminals, treated with 
fach undiftinguiChingfeverity, was inexprellible. They 
juftly apprehended, that no m^n was fafe, lethiscondudl 
have been ever fo innocent, or, his affurance of pro- 
tedion from government ever fo great^ if thofe who 
influenced the judiciary had enmity againft them. 

I have already ftated that many of them had (igned 
the amnefty, others had refufed to fign from the pride 
of innocence, or an averfion to an implied acknow- 
ledgement of guilt. A number of them were men of 
unimpeachable behaviour through the whole period 
of the infurreflion. Though there had been a good' 
deal of heat and irritation among the moft ignorant 
clafs of people at Pittfburgh, yet there was no higher 
crime committed, even by them, than erecfling a li- 
berty pole, but a proportion of the prifoners were not 
of that clafs, one of them was a refpediable and well 
behaved magiftrate of the Town. 

A captain, with a detachment of the army who 
took a number of prifoners in the foulhern parts of 
Wafliington, is aflerted to have driveh the prifoners 
underhis care, like cattieata trot, througfeinuddy roads,' 
and through creeks up to their middle In water, and 
to have empounded them in a wet liable at night, and 
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otherwjfe to have maltreated arid infulted them; though 
this faA has Been confidently affertcd, and never con- 
t^adi(5led^ yet not having vouchers for it before me, 
I fhall pafs it over without being more particular. 

The greateft outrage, however, agairift humanity and 
decency was committed by general White intheMiu- 
go-Greek feitlement. 

it is faid that he bad beenfolicitous to have thecom-r 
mand of the New-Jerfey militia on the weflern expedi- 
tion, but that from anapprebenfionof the peculiarity of 
his temper rendering himunfitforfucha tiuft, arrarigev" 
ments were ruade that prevented him from attaining tha^ 
rank; but being determined to be employed in the expe- 
dition, and holding the rank pf brigadier general in the 
militia^ he marched to Carlifle with the light-horfe 
volunteers and after a part of then^ were incorporated 
with the legion, he continued to command the Jerfey 
liglit-horfe until the return of the army j when gover- 
nor Howell taking the horfe, all but a very fiaalj 
corps, which hq left with general White, he gladly 
accepted of the charge of taking down, the prifoners, 
after that truft had been folicitioufly declined by 
others. Governor Howell returned with the horfe 
^ the way of Northumberland, and behaved in fuch 
a manner as to do honour to hin^felf, and the corps he 
f oramanded, both in the weflerq couptfy ^nd on the 
return. Thoughthere feeipedfobe ageneraiconvi^flion, 
that general White was not poffeffedof fufiScient difcre- 
iion to be intruded with the delicate charge of arrefting 
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prifoners, yet by fome means, I n^ver could learn, fronj 
any officer of whom I have had an opportunity of en* 
quiring, how, he was intruded to fuperintend the ta- 
king of prifoners in Mingo Creek fettlement, on the 
13th of November, before mentidfced, which, from his 
conduct, more than that of any other officers in thaC 
country, was known by the name of the dreadful night. 
I Chall flate his conduA, on that occafiop, nearly in the 
words, by which it is exprefled in a voucher now be- 
fore me. 

On Thurfday,the 1 3ta November, there wereabout 
forty perfons brought to Parkifon'a houfe by order of 
general White ; he direAed to put the damped rafcal^ 
in the cellar, to tie them back to back, to make a fire 
for the guard, but to put the prifoners back to the far- 
ther end of the cellar, and to give them neither vic- 
tuals nor drink. The cellar was wet and muddy, and 
the night cold; the cellar extended the whole length ; 
under a large new log houfe, which was neither floored, 
nor the openings between the logs daubed. They 
were kept there until Saturday morning, and then mar- 
ched to the town of Waftiington. On the march, 
one of the prifoners who was fubjeft to convulfions, 
fell into a fit ; but when fome of the troop told gene- 
ral White of his fituation, he ordered them to tie the 
damned rafcalto a horfe's tail, and drag him along with 
them» for he had only feigned having the fits. Some 
of his fellow prifoners, however, who had a horfe, dif- 
mounted, and let the poor man ride : he had another 
fit before he reached Walhington. This march was 
about twelve miles. The poor man, who had tbe fiu» 
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had been in the American fervice, during almoft ihi 
whole of the war with Great Britain. 

Having heard much about this inhuman bufinefs, 
and having occafion laft fummer to go to WaChlngton, 
I travelled that road for the firft time that I had ever 
teen in that fettlemeht, and lodged a night at the place. 
The plantation is the property of Benjamin Parkifon* 
but rented by him to a Mr- Stockdale, who keeps tavern 
at it,andwho feems tabeadecent man, andoneagainft 
whom there was no charge. He not only confirmed 
what I have ftated above, but added a variety of other 
particulars equally {hocking. Stockdale was forbid on 
the peril of his life to adminifter any comfort to his 
neighbours, though they were perifhing with cold and 
familhing with hunger. - The general treated the pri- 
foners, as they arrived, with the moftinfulting and abu- 
live language, carufing them all to be tied bkk to back, 
except one man, who held, a refpeAable rank, and who 
. howeverwasfaidtobeone of the moft guilty in his cuf- 
tody. One of the neareft neighbours, who hada childat 
the point of dying, and obferving that they were bringing 
in the whole neighbourhood prifoners, without regard 
to guilt or innocence, went and gave himfelf up to 
general White, expe<5ting that as he was confcious 
there was no charge againft him, he would be permitted 
to return to his family on giving bail, but he alfo was 
inhumanly thrown into the cellar, tied with the reft-, 
and refufed the privilege of feeing his dying child ; 
xior was he permitted to attend its funeral, until after 
many entreaties he obtained that liberty, accompanied 
with the moft horrid oaths and imprecations. 
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. The moft of thefe prifoners were found to be inno- 
cent aien and were liberated* There were but, three fent 
to Philadelphia for trial ; one of them after having been 
difmilTedatPittfburgh, and perhaps having taken a hearty 
grog, through joyat regaining his liberty exprefledhim- 
felf unbaco.ningly tofoms of the light horferaen. He 
was afterwards purfued near thirty miles, and taken 
to Philadelphia, but there was no caufe of a6>ion found 
againft him at the court. He had ferved with approba- 
tion in the army during the war ; his name was Samuel 
Noy. 

Whether general White had a lift given him hf 
the judiciary or not, I have not been informed, but 
he certainly had no orders to torture them with hun- 
ger, cold, and infults. Capt. Dunlap hadad^fcrimi- 
nation made in his orders between witneflfes and fup- 
pofed criminals, and treated them all with humanity^ 
and had them comfortably lodged, and provided with 
viduals and drink, previous to his taking refrefhments 
himfelf. By the orders given to general Irvvin, he 
was obliged to take and treat all as criminals, but he did 
not infult any of them himfelf, nor permit them to b^ 
infulted by others in his hearing, and he proadded for 
them as well as thecamp would permit, and that being 
a very uncomfortable fituation, he had them removed 
from it as foon as he could.. That they were innocent 
perfons, had flielteredthemfelves undet the faith or 
government, or were only called as witriefles, was 
not known to the general, till it was difcovered in the' 
refult ; but geaeral White was himfelf the leading or 
perhaps the 6nly man; jsf his corps^ who infulted. the 
prifoners with the moft approbriouslanguage, arid pu- 
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nifhed them in the moft fliocking manner, Ihort of 
infli($^ing death. It is an approved maxim, that every 
man(houId be treated as innocent till found guilty. An 
adherence to that lalutary maxim was never more ne- 
ceflary than on thisoccafion, for the prefumption was 
that every man who was cbnfcious of guilt had either 
figned the amnefty or fled, having had fo favourable 
an opportunity to provide for their fefety by flight, and 
in the iflue it became evident that they had availed 
themfelveS of one or other of thofe modes of efcape, 
with very few exceptions. This was in fad the cafe 
with moft of thofe taken by geneial White, and of all 
that were taken by the different parties, on that dread-- 
ful night, as it is ftill called. Only eighteen were fent to 
Philadelphia, and none of thefe were convided oh 
trial. Two or three of them, however, might probably 
have been found guilty on a charge of mifdemeanour, 
but the charge on which thiey were tried being treafm^ 
two witnefles w^re neceflary to prove the fame fad, 
and this requifition could not be complied with. 

When the fads had been fully examined in the 
court, it was fhe opinion of fome of the ipoft able law- 
yers that there was no treafon in the cafe. Though 
as it happened iha^ they were not conyided, thecharge 
of treafon was moft favourable to the prifoners that 
had been guilty of mifdcmeanours. 

As the army .returned through Weftmoreland, two 
prifoners were taken in the fouthern extremity of that 
county, and one ifi the neighbouring paHs of Fayette 
county. They were taken to Philadelphia, the laft had 
been in Kentucky during the infurredion, and did not 
return till after the riots had coaled. Ifaac Meaibn, a 
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judge of Fayette county, followed judge Peters near 
forty miles into Bedford county, and offered himfelf 
and judge Wells of Bedford county, both of them ac- 
knowledged friends of government, as bail for the* 
prifoner, but was abfoliitcly refufed. As Mr. Meafon: 
knew that the prifoner was guilty of no crime, whichevi-. 
dentiy appeared to be the cafe by no bill being found a- 
gainft'himon histrial, beandMr. Wells complain of the 
judge for not admitting him to ball on their application. 
Judge Peters, being well known to be a man of feeling 
and humanity, his condud in this and feveral other in- 
ftances can only be accounted for from his apprehen- 
fion, that it was neceffary that a confiderable number 
of prifoners (hould be brought down, in order to pre- 
vent the inflammatory part of the army from com- 
mitting outrages at leaving the country. His mind 
was tortured at being obliged to bring down fo many 
prifoners, and his pjeace was difturbed by being teafed 
for dif miffing fuch numbers of them. 

One of th^ two prifoners taken from Weftmorelaod 
vras found guilty of letting fire tothehcufe of Wells, the 
colle(5lor, and condemned to be hanged ; but was af- 
terwards reprieved, and then pardoned by the Prefi-^ 
dent of the United States. He is a very ignorant man, 
faid to be of an outrageous temper, and fubjecfl to 
occafional fits of infanity. The principal witnefs 
againft him was aperlon, who is faid to have been the 
principal leader in the riot, but he was pardoned by 
the commander in chief ; the oilier was a young man, 
who had come lately from Maryland, and hndno fami- 
ly or friends in the coui^try. No b\ll was found againft 
bin) on trial* % 
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I have mentioned before, that four prifoners were 
fent from Bedford, as the army advanced; one of thera, 
Herman Hufbands, was a very old man, extenfively 
Icnown on account of fome fingularities in his charac- 
ter. After fuffering four months iraprifonment, no caufe 
of adion was found againft hira, but though he was 
liberated, with others by the court, his conftitution 
had received fuch a fhock that he died before he left 
the city. Another of them, Mr. Filfon, who kept a 
Ijirge (lore thirty miles above Bedford, was refufed to 
be admitted to bail, though thfs favour was warmly fo- 
licited by federal reputable merchants in Philadelpia. 
The profecution againft him was conduced with unufal 
feverity ; being firft acquitted on a charge of treafon, 
he was triedfor a mifdemeanour, andin this the verdidl 
alfo was, not guilty. He is qow a member of affembly 
for Bedford county. 

Of the two others taken near Bedford, one was an 
old inoffenfive German,- named Wifegarver ; he was 
taken to Philadelphia, and after being imprifoned fcur 
months he was admitted to bail, and no bill was found 
againft him at court. The other, whofe name is Lucas, 
had been a fergeant in the army in the time of the war, 
• and was well known at the time of the revolt of the 
Pennfylvania line; and though he was oneof the lead- 
ers of that revolt, yet in that fituation he rendered 
fuch effential fervices to the public as to have a 
fpecial .reward affigned to him. After near four 
iHonths imprifonment, he was admitted to bail on the 
intercefficn of a general officer, who was well acquaiiit- 
ed with his fervices. When he attended the court to 
Hand his trial nothing was found againft* him. He 
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has a numerous family of fmall children, and like too 
. many, whoferved in the late war, he is poor. 

No crimes had been committed in Bedford county 
of a more outrageous nature, than eredling fome liberty 
poles, except an attempt on Webfter,colle6lorof excife; 
this, however, being conduced with greater mildnefs 
than other inftances of the kind, and he having pro- 
voked it by tranfgrefling the law himfelf, no perfon 
was profecuted for it. The greateft number of thofe 
concerned were from Weftmoreland. Hufbands and 
Filfon had attended tlie firft meeting at Parkifon's ferry; 
as no riots had taken place in the fettlement in which 
they lived, this was probably conflrued to indicate a 
bad defign, but they did not propofe any thing at the 
meeting that was offenfive. Wifegarver and Lucas had 
only been prefent or aflifted at ereding a liberty pole 
in the town of Bedford, with a mixed multitude of 
others. I have already mentioned the bad effed,which 
the eredling of liberty poles had in encouraging the 
infurgents, yet the ad of ereding them was no fur- 
ther criminal, than the correfpondent condud expreflfed 
a feditious defign. 

A certain John Mitchel who, with the affiftance of 
another perfon, had robbed the Pittsburgh mail, gave 
himfelf up to general Morgan, after the judiciary had 
left the country. This man's evident fimplicity in- 
duced the general to wifh him ^o efcape, and to dif- 
credit his being the perfon ; . but Mitchel infilling 
that he was one of the perfons who robbed the mail, 
the general, inftead of confining him, gave him a pafs to 
go to Philadelphia, thereby putting it in his power to 
refled on his fit nation, and make his efcape ; but he 
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went to Philadelphia, furrendercd himfelf to be com- 
mitted, and beii>g found guilty on his trial, he was 
cpndemned to be hanged. This refult was unavoidable 
c^i the fad being eftabiiftied ; but the Prefident, with 
great propriety, firft reprieved for a time, and then 
pardoned him. 

Thus an oppoiition to an excife fyftcm, which began 
with only clandeftine attacks on fome of the officers, 
and which, by the timely attention of thofe intruded 
with the execution of the law, might eafily have been 
checked, the revenues fecured, the peace of the coun- 
try preferved, and the credit of a republican govern- 
ment faved, was, by inattention or defign, treated 
with negledl, or tampered with in a manner, that was 
more cenfurable than negledt, until it produced fuch 
an efftd on the folly and prejudices of the people in 
a fmall part of a diftridl, or rather a fmall part of a 
county, as, aided by the diftradion or vvickednefs of a 
few others, broke fuddenly out into fuch alarming dif- 
orders as agitated the whole United States, and occa- 
fioned the levying and marching of one of the beft 
provided, moft formidable, and in fome refpe<5ts, the 
moft rcfpedable army that ever marched under the 
banners of the United States ; and yet the whole of 
this ftupendous fcene was wound up, without any per- 
fon being killed, except in the attack on the infpedor's 
houfe at the commencement of the infurre<5\ion, and 
the two men who were, perhaps, too wantonly killed 
by fome of the army, before there had been an oppor- 
tunity of introducing difcipline into it. Several, 
however, died by fickncfe, efpecially in the left wing 
of the army. 
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When the judiciary had finiftied the examinations, 
and made a feledion of thofe who were to be fcnt to 
Philadelphia, the army returned with rapid marches 
to the different counties from whence they were 
draughted, or had turned out vokinteers. The quick- 
nefs of their march prevented even the moft diforder- 
ly corps from injuring the fettlements fo much as was 
apprehended, though it is certain feveral families, 
near where they encamped, did fudain confiderable 
damages, chiefly occasioned by the troops in the rear. 
Afltirances were given by fecretary Hamilton, that the 
damages ftiould be paid on their prefenting appraife- 
mencs to Congrefs. The appraifements were made out, 
and given to the proper officers, but have not been 
prefetited to Congrefs, nor otherwife provided for. 
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CHAP. xvn. 



X H E fituation and circuniflanoes were 
not convenient for deliberace and impartial examina- 
tion. The multitude of • informatioiis> and declara- 
tions of aflTurances, neceflary tobeperufed, and the panic 
and embarraflTment of witnefTes, who were interrogated 
in a manner at the point of the bayonet, many o( 
whom were more guilty than thofe againft whom they 
gave teftimony, and the unavoidable confufions of a 
camp rendered ic very difficult for the civil magiftrate 
to condu61 the bufinefs with precilion.. Such witneffes 
were inevitably influenced by a fenfe of their own 
danger, and the hopes of obtaining pardon from, the 
commander in chief ; for the pardon from the com- 
mander was not irrevocably fecured, before the expec- 
tant had given his teftimony, andinfomcinftances, fear 
was added to hope, to draw from the witneffes fuch 
teftimony, as was thought beft calculated to fecure 
the objed they had in view. Perfons who had been ill- 



ifeiicd by the infurgents, wi^ho ofcourfe w^re tod 
touch under the infjufncic off efeinmerit ist give im- 
pzrihl l^HmoHf, were plfc interrogated* as ^vicnefies. 
Their teAimpny was doutelpft acjmiijible i^. l3w^ 
though riot emitted to fecb credit, 4$ if ihey li^id }?eed 
difialerefted. In coaiequ^pCjB. pf tjioft untow^d cir- 
Ciimftances, ^t hflj^hed jthpt io inany itiflaiKes the 
leilirhony was iriconiifteat or 4ir^«^ly contradidory^ 
Wher^ this waiB evidently the iziz^, t)ie Judge fct botji 
afide. 

After a full itivefligdlioii of the whold bufioefs k 
ijpptears that a vety fmall proportion of thofe who had 
bpen guilty fuif^Ted imprif^nmenti Thofe who b?^ 
bteii tooft influential in oppfofitio^ to the hv^s, h^d 
4sdtbef complii^d with the terpis of the cominiiTionerSt 
or, baju fied when they found the army vras approach^ 
iog^ Ind^e^ icatiy had fcd \Vbo were guilty of ng^ 
crime, but were fo ill inforxned as to apprehend that 
their declining to fign the declaration of aflfuranceii 
would be ebnftxued iqto one. No attempt having - 
been raade to arreft or difiurb any peribn all the tirap 
the army lay ip the country, till it was apparently pre- 
|)aring to return, ;3nd (he few that tmd been apprehen- 
ded being difmiffed* emboldened fome who had fled 
or concealed themfeives to return, and appear in public' 
again, no doubt coiicluding that ihe affurances they 
had figned rfter the day appointed .by the commiffioh-* 
crs had been accepted as cvideficc of their jepentance^ 
This cireumftance put many in the way of being ta- 
ken, who wQuld have efcaped if the orders had beeri 
iffii^^'ibon after tb« arrival of the army, but with- 

Pd * 
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al, there was not a fingle perfon fent to Philadelpi^iafi 
who had bcabn an influential leader in any of the out-* 
rages ; fevetal however were in ctrftody and difmiffed # 
who are declared to have hetti much mote guilty 
than mod of thofe that were detailed I. have 
already faid that fevcral were taken down prifo^ 
ners who were innocent, and fome of them daerito- 
rious. Some circumftances that inftueiicedthi^ irre- 
gular diftributiod of j-ufticenatutally 2trofe from the 
iituation of the buiinefs ; others will be accounted for 
in the fequd. . 

The commander in chief was authorized to exone-^' 
rate thofe who gave fuch evidenced o£(beir r€|))Bnfance 
as were fatisfadiory to himfclf, as well as thofe who 
had agreed to the terms propofed by the commiffion* 
f rs ; confequently thofe who had the greateft addrefe 
or the moft influential friends w:odd of courfe obt^jin 
an amnefty, whtlft the baftifiil, the ignorant, and the 
friendlefs were nece^arily left to be the fubjeds for 
atonement. In this cafe the interccflSon of the excife 
officers who were the parties injured could not fail of 
fuccefs ; I wifli I could fay that their private refent^ 
ments had not been influential alfo. *thefe evils 
arofc naturally out of the ftate of things." There arc 
no complaint?<)f goveirttor Lee having been inexora- 
ble or inhumane, but he had no rule to diredl his 
"judgment as to the manifeftations of repentance,- but 
the reprefentfHonsof thofe in whom be had confidence, 
and thofp reprefentations were often unavoidably 
influenced by favouritifin or refentment. 

Comparatively few indeed were tranfportcd to 
Philadelphia for trial, and it was a bardlhip that mc^ 
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of clicfe few were Jnoocent, and that others were dif- 
milTed who had been more influential in the riots 
than any of thofe who were brought tp trial." I do 
not complain that many guilty perfons were parcfoned, 
nor do I call in queftion their repentance. I believe 
there were few, if any, but what had given cvc^-y evi- 
dence of repehtance that was requited before theiarmy 
crofied the mountains, unifefs giving teftimony libe- 
rally againft others was fometimes confidered as an 
evidence of repentance. 

Fromthefe circumftances it is evident that the 
judge of the diftri(ft ^ad ah arduous talk to perform. 
The feledion of proper charaiffters for making atone-* 
ment was rendered difficuU by the exercife of the par- 
doning power of the commander, which in numerous 
inftances interfered with the opinion of the judge. 
The commander not being bound by ftri(5l rules of 
Jaw in the exercile of his difcretion, and the judge, 
and attorney, conceiving tjiatthey were authorifed on- 
ly to a<5l accordiilg to fuch ?ules, contributed to the 
fefult I have mentioned } but there were other caufes. 

When fo great a number of thofe who had been 
taken prifon^js by ^h^ detachments were releafed, ma- 
ny of the army becatp^ clamorous againft the judge, 
and complained of having marched fo fai»^ fuffered fo 
many hardfliips, and taken fp manyprlfohers, and that 
after all, thq'fe prifoners were likely to be difmiffed 
without atonements being made j on the difcoveryof fo 
much hot blood in the army, the judge becsune afraid 
that it mighj: mutiny, and take indifcrimlnate vengeance 
on the coimtry, and juftly confidered fuch an event to 
^ the greateft of ^11 polfible evils, not only to ^bf 



5S«r HISTORY OF THE 

yred^rn counties, bat to the gaverniB^tit of tbd U«Stei4' 

States, Jft this dilemtaa he thought ic irtas advifatjU? 

to take down a greater nuin her of priTonei^> ^||wn hi 

ot;herw?fc would, and cotrfequcntly CQttc!ewfedc^W»fcift 

tiuder thcfaecfiflky c£ t^ngfome whow^e iHodfceJKiOr 

at lead fiich as agalnft whom there v^ef^e fiQ ftro^fMFe^ 

fumpeions of guiU^ traftiiigtlniat theiiceelTity of th«. 

cafe would' juftiff the tncafure. He^ alfb Goofidered. 

Jihnfelf afijuftificdiuiaw. in committing fuch.as had 

befen prefent ^t, or members of, fuch wectiiige, as. 

might frbm-ariy-fpccialcfarcumflances be deemed trea- 

lonable or feditiou*, and this co^fttu(?li6n wns giv'e^ 

not only to the riotous affemblies whteh: cCflEianitLed 

putrage^vandfucii a$ ere^S^eci liberty poleft, bmt.eyen ta 

the Parkiforrs ra'eetingav^&o.; fpr thoUgtv,tte;A»lemiQnv 

pf the gr^at majority cf tbc^f^, who were Tteofattjers of 

thofe meetitigs wa^ to reftdre order, and tbow^i^ tihey 

hadin eyety inflapce.b^et^ gc^ilidergMy iucee&fuK.afid 

were in the jflue compl^teiy fo, yet the fifft^ppoitit- 

pient, fis it grew out of th^attacl^ on thfc houfe of tfee. 

Infpec^or, was confiiered :as criminai, a^idfuch as were: 

moH influential in making that appoii^tment had 

endf avouff d s^t the firft P^r kifon's meetijoig .to promote 

meafures fQr coi^iic^Ung tije oppofit^k^n \P govern* 

inent, ftippottfd ;by thefe r^afons. The diftricfl 

attorney in tb^ ch^rgp, vyl^ich he exhibited! JfiC.f hU^diel-*. 

Ipihia agai^ift theprifoners, exhibited the* attendance en 

ihefe meetings among the a(^& of treafet^. which ha4 

been coqKnitt<^. 

This cliarge of treafenagainft the pieeUpgs at Par- 
kifon's, was poflibly calculated to be an apology fox 
ll^ving brought down prJifoni^fs, againil whom nq p(hf| 



e^^nce w^g ^ll«ge4. It was..ackrtovvl<4ig^d. by.th^fc 
diftridlju4g^ and aaprney, that abrg« prope^tip^^iif; 
tbofc, who ^G^,;9i^ily.ii(ten4ed ^t ik^ iQe^tmgs^ h^k 
even at the .Br:2!<3l4oGJf'§ fiei^ rendefsivoue, v^hioli^T 
dotibtedl; airijia)64:^hi? 9^p^Tf^^^P^ 9^ rax);}nfun«fSU{n% 
were not only innocent, but meritorious peripns, ^4 
thiait it was ^oi the aififting ai^ih^fa meetings, b[uC; the 
pondudl when there, ri^at flsMpijld c^q^ermine . the ; crwj 
minality q£^ the pcifpnerS:. If, \fy .^tt^u^ing /koi^ 
meeungs^j, a-p^id-fon becacnjgirtvolvacj, in crimUifility; 
the moil ;d^i6v:$ ^nd \ifefiil patripi:; in thfe-wedoMif 
country woijW jii&yfi been liable to piiofecutipnT, as wel^ 
gs the oioft outrageous, but ihii; r^\^ pf QQ^dud wa% 
only purfucd to fl finail CKtent ja^ ip i^umbers^ and 
perhaps would npt. have bairn pfJ^iUcd. ^ ^l^ biit ixi 
ponapkicence'to th^ inilammatory' p^rt of jtherarpy. 

I know this circumf^aoqe' is denied ^y .^ numbeiF 
who \verQ in the army, andhad agpod ojiportunity o^ 
being acquainted with its -prevaiiin|||,teinper, ; jbjut it/n 
fiiggeftedby the judge, and it tnay b|p res^lonahly^daiiti 
tj^d th^t ^ few infiafQiBatory ch9£a(^ers chafing ilaeg^a?^ 
giilratei <|nd not anly difcovermg th^ir ow-a ui^gpv^raa*r 
ble temper^ butaflferdng th\dt thi^ tepiper was g^il^at 
in the army, was fully fufficient to give grw^d .fot 
thefe apprehenfions. I have had occafion feveral time? 
to mention, that a few noify and reftlefs fpirits have 
jt in their power, on particular occafions, for a time, tq 
fix the charader of the whole raafs of either an army 
or a country ; and this was undoubtedly the^afe with 
phe army on this occafion. -The fentiments of thofe, 
who were virtuous enoiigh not to attempt to influence 
the decifiops of the naagiftrate, vvfre not known, asthejr 
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made no noifc, while the infkmmatory few, not only 
were fo impertin,ent, as indiredlly to interfere with the 
decilions, but in fome indances, with the examinations. 
There was but one general oflficer, who difcovered a 
difpofition to promote diforders, and his influence 
was fmall. 

I have faid that fome were brought prifoners to 
Philadelphia, againft whom there was no caufe of 
a6Hon, and others, without having been tJtaniined. 
I 'have already affigned the reafons why fome were 
brought who were innocent. That any wei«c brought 
without examination arofe in part from other caufes. 
Owing to the hurry at^ confufidn of the camp, the 
judge could not attend to the examination of them all 
kimfeif ; fometimes the fiicretary of the treafury exa- 
mined, and decided hinjfelf ; on other orcafions, the 
prifoners were examined by the diftri<S^ attorney, or 
by fome of the 0ate judges.' Thus through the mul- 
titude of examines;, fome wer^ committed without 
being examined at all. It has been alfo fuggefted that 
fyme- perlons were fent down in confequence of the 
predetermination of the fecretary of the tVeafuryi 
inilances might be given if it was neceffafy, and fom^ 
will be offered in the fequel. 
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CHAP. XVIIL 



X E R H A P S the moft xsiyfterioia 
Circt.mftance attending the.weftern expedkioOi was the 
charader fuftaincd by the. fecretary of the trealuTy* 
Frequent enquiries ha vebeen made figrn me, and I have 
often enquired of others, what ftation he held, to which 
his refpondbility was attached, but without any latis- 
faftory anfwers. But as it was generally believed that 
he gave the fupreme dired^ion to the meafures that 
were purfued, and as the praife of all that was laudable, 
and the blame of what was cenfurable, has been by a 
kind of tacit confent afcril)ed to him, it will, for want 
of better fources of information, be neceffary to exa- 
mine fuch inftances of his paramount influence, in the 
previous plans and fubfequent condud of the. expedi- 
tion, as have tranfpircd, 

That he was the refffftnfible head of the revenue de- 
parttnent> andhad the diredion of the meafures relative 
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to the execution of the exciie law, is evident from {n^ 
{>owcrs vefted in him by law for that purpofe. That 
he originated not ottly the excife fyftem, and the other 
revenue laws, which were enabled by Gongfefs, previ- 
ous to the infurreclion, and the arrangements for car- 
tying them into cxebution, i^ evident fronl the jour- 
nals of Cotigr^fs,' and his own reports to th'e Houfe of 
Jleprefentatives.' The mantter in which the coercive 
part of the; excife kw was e^tdcated, or rather,' in which 
the execution of it was neglecf^ed, and the influence 
which that neglfefl Had in projSbotiitg the oppbfition to 
the law, which 6i1alJy burft forth into an infurreftidrl^ 
has been ftated in Ghap. VI. 

That a government could fi^vet be dotittdertd as 
eftabliChed, till its power was ]put to the. tjeft by a trial 
wf its miiitai-y force, is a fentiment that has been often 
safcribedtohim, and never that 1 heard of corltTaj3ix9:€:d; 
.ind that iti perfcd correfponden^e with their princi- 
;i)le, he even in.f he cabinet cxpreffed his fofrow that 
.the town of Pittfburgh had not been burned by thofc 
^who rendezvoufed at Braddock*s field^^ that fo a trial 
:of tfa« military force of the government might hav^ 
;be«n rendered tile more nfjceffary andjuftifiable, has 
been aiFerted by authority that cannot be reafonably 
.doubted* This affertion^ which leaves nodoubt of the 
.principle from which it pTOceeded, perfedly coincides 
xvith the manner in which the excife law was executed 
in the weftern counties, and fully accounts for not 
ijolding^fpecial fefiions of the court nearer the places 
where the crimes were cotefmitted, after a law had bee» 
lEade for that purpofe, and may alfo without any 
lorced induiftion account for iffuing^tbc proccffcs cut' 
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tef tlie dlftrift court fo early in the winter. When it 
was known that a law was about to be paffed to veft the 
flate courts with powers for that purpofe, and alfo for 
delaying the execution of the procefs^ till fo long after 
the ftate courts were com{)etcnc to decide on the cafe, 
ind until the throng of harveft, which is confeffedly 
the mod inconvenient feafon iti this year for farmers 
to attend at a diftance of above 300 miles^ and which, 
from other circumftances^ was the moft likely to excite 
refiftance. It is worthy of remark that when the dif- 
tillers of Fayette county^ without del^y, fent to enter 
their appearance at Philadelphia, the writs were found 
to be erroneous, and therefore null. What a pity it 
was, that thi»5 had not been difcovered before they had 
been made the inftrument of promoting an infurrec* 
tion. 

If all thefe circumftances happened through inat-^ 
tcntion, that inattention was highly culpable ; if they 
were the refult of cool defign, the connexion of all 
the parts of the plan, and its eventual fuccefs, while 
they afford a ftrikitig evidence of dexterity aud addrefs» 
reprefent the morality of the condudor in a very 
queftionable point of view, Th6;exertions made by 
feme of his friends in the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
about the fame time, in the winter in which the irre- 
gular proceffes were iffued^ which in the following 
harveft produced the infurredion, to have a law paffed 
for raifing an army of 25,000 men» and the evident 
indignation with which xhat plan was rejeded by a de- 
cided majority of the Houfe, is well remembered. 
While this meafure difcovers a perfed correfpondence 
with the' general condud which led to the infurredion, 

E e 
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ttie t^jediion of it gave a teftimony that the Reprelert-* 
taiives would not employ an army without a fufficient 
caufe. The burning of Pittfburgh, if it had happen- 
ed, would have afforded an argument for fuch an army 
us had been urged the preceding winter. 

That when the outrages againft the excife officers 
came to a violent height, the fecretary fhould report to 
the Prefident on the fubje6t, was to have been expect- 
ed, and that, when this report was to be pubhftied in 
the newspapers, as an addrefs to the citizens, to con- 
vince them of the neceffity of turning out in fupport 
of the government and laws, that the fads fhould have 
been reprefented with pretty high colouring, was not 
at all furprifilig, but that that condud which was law- 
ful fliould have been reprefented as criminal, and that 
charges fhould have been infinuated againft the whole 
people of the weftern counties which were not found- 
ed in fad, could not be juftified on any honcft prin- 
ciple. Thefe remarks will be better tinderftood when 
I cortic to examine fome parts of the report itfelf. 

How the important duties and legai arrangements 
of the treafury could admit of the head of the depart- 
ment to attend on the weftern expedition to Us fur- 
theft deftination, is no part of my enquiry. While 
the Prefident was with the different wings of the armyi 
the fecretary accompanied him, and appeared to ad as 
his official fecretary. When I was at Carlifle, he 
took a part in the converfations between the Prefident 
and the commiffioners from the weftern counties, and 
behaved with propriety in them ; he figned officially 
the Prefident's inltrudions to the commander in chief 
of the army. 
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When the Prfifidem returned to Philadelphia, the 
fecretary of the treafury remained, and marched 
with the right wing of the army, and on the march, 
and at the different encampments, in th« Weflern 
country, was extremely attentive to the wants of the 
army, and was looked up to by many in it, as fomething 
more than even the commander in chief. The fuperb 
marque, which he accupied, and which was by far 
move extenfive and elegant than that of the comman- 
(ier in chief on that expedition, or as the officers fay, 
in the war with Great Britain, contributed to draw the 
pttention of the army and of the country people to him, 
%s a mail of more than common authority. 

In what charader he aflumed this fuperior ftatq 
and influence, or to what extent he carried his autho-, 
yity, I h^ve not been informed- It is well known, 
however, that orders were fometimes iffued by him, 
and that he ^^onfidered po officer in the army, as be-?' 
yond his controul, though much of this authority wa$ 
probably exercifed through the inftrumeptality of 
others ; lome pretty high inftaaces of this were not 
concealed. It is well known, that by his own autho- 
rity, he wrote a fev^re reprimand for fuppofed 
inifcondudl to the commander in chief of the right 
wing of the army, in confecjuengeof which, th^t offir 
cer was treated in a manner npt becoming his rank; 
but it is of no impo3j"tance tP trace the charav^ter he 
^flumed, or the authority he exercifed, in th.e army; 
for to him hAsbeen afcribed, by fome in the army, th^ 
^neafure of difcipline that wj^s preferved in it^ and the 
regularity of the fupplies they received 5 though this. 
Vf|s iin^douht^edly^fcribing too much to him^ as a ni^ii^? 
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ber,of valuable officers occupied the various ftations in 
the army. There is no doubt, however, but his atten- 
tion and induftry, were of great fervice. It is the 
fecretary's ccnne(5lion,however,'with the judiciary, that 
is of the greateft importance to examine. In this he 
vyas generally taken, or perhaps miftaken to be, the 
principal dire<Hor, Td mention all the inftances of 
the authority he exercifed as a civil magiftrate, would 
lead me beyond the intended compafs of this work; a 
few inftances^fliall oplybe felefled. 

The commander in chief had his quarters for fome 
time at the houfe of major Powers, between Youghio- 
gany and Monongahela rivers, and the .quarters of 
the judiciary were at the next plantation. Major Pow- 
ers had not only behaved well through th^ whole of the 
troubles, but had been zealoufly employed in endea7 
vouring to reftore order from an early period, till it 
was finally eflabliOied. He had been a member of fe- 
veral meetings for that purpofe, and was one of the 
committee of twelve who fettled the terms of amnefty 
with the commiffioners at Pittsburgh, and took an ac- 
tive lead in his neighbourhood, in procuring a compli* 
ance with thofe terms, his fervices were acknowledged 
while head quarters were at his houfe, and he was paid 
a }arget fura than he demanded for his trouble and ex- 
pences. 

After the judiciary and part of the army had g^ne to 
the town of Wafliington, major Powers was invited 
by a polite letter, to wait on the fecretary at that place, 
which was above thirty miles diftant. When he ar- 
rived the fecretary examined him about the conducfl 
of • certain characters, with fome of whom he was not 



INSURRECTION. Sag 

ffven acquainted, but particularly about the coildu6l of 
Mr. Gallatin, at the meeting at Parkifon's ferry, &c. 
On major Powers not anfwering to his fatisfaAion, he 
coimplainedof the difiSqulty of obtaining information, 
and advifed major Powerls to retire an hour, to refrefti 
his memory, in order to be re-exnmined, and fpoketo 
an officer prefent to conduft major Povyers into ano- 
ther chamber; in all this, the fecretary appeared to treat 
him politely, b^it he was not a little furprifed when he 
found himfelf thrufl: into a room among other prifon- 
ers, andthere confined, underthe point of the bayonet. 
This he thought an odd fituation for cool recollec5^ion, 
if he had needed any. At the time appointed he was ta- 
}cen again into the prefen^p of the fecretary, who aflced 
him if he had recollected himfelf fo far as to give more 
j&tisfadory information; on being iinfwered that he 
bad nothing furrher to recoiled, having already related 
all he ^n^w, the fecretary then fuddenly affuming 
9II his terrors, tpld major Powers that he was furpriled 
athim^ thjit having the character of an honeft man, he 
would not te4I the truth, afferting, that he had already 
proofs fufficient of the truth of what he knew he could 
teftify, if he would. After fome further infulting 
language and threats, . major Powers was committed 
clofe prifoner under a military guard; and though the 
moft unexceptionable bail was offered for permiffion 
to go to his family, it w^as refufed, and he was marched 
under a military guard to Pittfburgh, and there detained 
till the eighth day after he was taken intocuftody. The 
fecretary being gone, the judge fent for major Powers, 
^xul when he was brought into his prefence, invited 
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him politely to fit down, afliuring :bim that be had no 
charge gt all igainll him- 

It will appear in various other inftances, that it was 
nfual with the {ecretary to affert to thofe whom he was 
f wmining^ that he was poffefled of fufficicnt proofs 
filready of the hSis to which he endeavoured to extort 
teftimony. The Ipripg following, major Powers wa| 
IDuch difpofed to bring an a(5iion againft the late fp- 
pr^etdry, for the tieatnaent he had received, lie 
thought this necellary for the vindication of the go- 
vernment, as well ?s to obtain fatisfadion to bimfelf, 
but finding that he would be obliged to go to New-. 
York to profecute, on the advice pf his friends he 
yelinqttiflbed the defign, 

John Hamilton of WaChington is high fl^erifF of 
fhat county, andcalonel of a regiment of piilitia, inib^ 
Mingo-Creek fetilemeni; thoi3g.ha number of tbisrcr 
giment were knowq to have had an adive hand in the 
attack on the ipfpecflor's houfp, and were in fad con- 
lidered as the greateft promoters of the in furred ion^ 
yet he not pnly kept hitpfelf free from thofe outrages, 
but endeavoured, asfoonashe heajd of thedelign, tQ 
prevent the rendezvous at Braddpck's field. It was he 
who informed Bradford that the arms and aramunitior^ 
in the garrifon at Pittsburgh were defigned for general 
Scot's expedition againftthe Indians, and with the 
affiftanceof fome others perfuaded him tp counter- 
mand the orders, and procured his promife ^o prevent 
the march. (See Chap. VIII.) 

When he could not prevent th^ m^rcb to Brad- 
dock's field, he puthimfelfat the head of his regiment^ 
and was very inftrumental in prcvcntine further cu^ 
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tages from being committed. At the court that vsrai 
held for the county of Walhington, a ftiort time after 
the commiffioners left the country, be propofed co 
take any twenty of the leading infurgents, and lodge 
them in the county jail, if writs were iflued for that 
purpofe, but it was not thought advil'eable to iffuc the 
Writs, until it fliould be known vvhatmeafuresthe ccm-*^ 
ihiffioners would recommeild to the Prelident ; and 
until the inflairimation would be more effedually 
cooled down. The (heriff however, to give tcflimcny 
that he could have accompliftied whait he propofed, ex-^ 
ccuted every writ of cap as that he had in his hands 
Without difficulty* He attended all the meetings fot 
teftoring order With a view to preyent outrages, I lii 
being a friend to order, and living where he did^ 
merited higher approbation, than if he had refided 
where the citi:2eds gjenetally were lefs difpofed ta 
riot. 

Yet it has been aflerted. that this man was by the pre- 
determination of the fecretary of the treafury doomed to 
be facrificed as an atonement ; tojuftify tiiis dctermi- 
natioti by motives of humanity, thefeeretary fuggefled 
that colonel Hamilton bad no family to lament his lofs ; 
and as he underftoodhe was a man ofconfiderable in- 
fluence in the country, he did not doubt but though 
it might be difficult to find proofs againft him, he waa 
as gi^iilty as any of them. 

Colonel Hamilton was informed by a friend of de- 

figns againft him time enough to make his efcape^ 

but confcious of his innocence he preferred travelling 

above thirty miles to where the judiciary then was, and 

, pre(enting himfelf to Judge Peters informed him that 
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he had heard there was a charge againft him, and rd^ 
Jjuefled to have it examined. The judge faid he was 
then too much engaged, but would call on him pre- 
fently ; that day, however, paffed, till evening, when 
major Lenox, the marflial, in the moft delicate manner 
he could, told him he muft put him under guard, but 
afterwards difpen'ed with arrefting him, and only took 
his promift that he would not depart till judge Peters 
would converfe with him ; but the next day the mar*- 
ftial informed him that he had fpecial orders to put him 
under guard, which he did accordingly, though with 
evident regret. The fherifF here remarks that major 
Lenox treated him with as much friendfliip and po- 
litenefs as the nature of the cafe could poflibly admit, 
and let me add that that oflBccr's politencfs is generally 
well fpoken of. . 

On the third day after. he demfandedatt examination, 
and the fecond after he had been put under guard, he 
was fent back to Wafhington town, from whence he 
had come, in cuftody of a fmall party of horfe* Tile 
judiciary having arrived at Wafliington, the fherijflf 
applied to judge Peters again to have his cafe examined, 
who told him he would in half an hour, but on the 
ninth day after he firft applied to the judge, he was fent 
clofe prifoner to Pittfburgh, and from thence to Phi- 
ladelphia, paraded through the ftreets wiih an igno- 
minous badge in his hat, and thrown into the cells 
without his cafe having ever been examined. After 
an imprifonment of near two months and a half, he 
had his cafe brought before the fupreme court on a 
writ of habeas corpus^ and on examination nothing 
being found againft him, he was admitted to bail. At 
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the circuit court, held in Philadelphia, in June follow- 
ing, a bill for mifprifoh of treafon was lent to the gratid 
jury againft him; but every witnefs'that was fworn tef- 
tified largely in his favour. There was not even a 
fufpicious circutnftance found againft him. 

Thus a man, who was fit the time fherifF of the 
county, and a colonel of militia^ and who, in a part of 
the country, and id Oircumftances where temporizing 
inight have'been excufeable, was not only clear of 
any charge^ biit had merit; was feleAed by the 
fecretary for a vidim, and without being examined, il- 
legally t^ken frdm th6 exfercife of an office, at that 
tiine of importance to the peace of the country, and 
dragged down to Philadelphia in the winter, paraded 
in a barbarous manner through the llreets, thrown for 
Tome tiitife into the cells, and though, after a long con- 
fiiiement admitted to bail, yet obliged to attend again at 
Philadelphia to ftand ^ trial apparently becaufe the fe- 
cretary of the treafury had determined on his deftruc- 
tion. It is probable, that it was only motives of hu- 
liiahity that operated to prevent major Powers frotn 
being alfo fent to Philadelphia^ for he has a wife and 
family, and we are informed that the ftieriff of Wafti- 
ington, having no family to lament afterhim, was affign- 
ed by the fecretary as one reafon why he was feleded 
ps an objcd of atonement. 

It is not eafy to affign probable reafotwfor feledling 
thcfe two men as objeds of vengeance. They had 
both been friends of order during the continuance of 
the difturbances, though they were naturally quiet^ 
and never had diftinguifhed themfelves in political 
contefts, nor taken any lead in the difcuffion of pub- 

Ff 
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. lie raeafures. Perhaps the principal motive for treating 
major Powers with fuch unjuftifiable feverity, was to 
extort teftimony from him» and to teach others what 
they might exped, if they did not give fuch teftimony 
againft certain charaflers, as the fecretary required. 
As colonel Hanotilton was the Cheriff of the county, 
and colonel of the battalion^ where the infurre(5lion 
originated, bis rank and the relation he flood in to that 
county, were probably the reafons of his being lelec- 
- ted. 

My firfl perfonal acquaintance with either Powers 
or Hamilton, was at the meetings for reftoring order, 
on which occafion their condud was that of good 
citizens, and fuch as entitled them to my efleem. 
Hamilton was not a member of any of them, more 
than myfelf. I was much furprifed,. when I law him 
in Philadelphia gaol, but efpeciqlly when I foupd 
that he had been committed without charge or exami- 
nation. 

.When he was admitted to bail, he told me he was 
. about to put a ftatement of his cafe in the newfpapers, 
but I advifed him not to do it at that time, alleging 
that with the means that were ufed to procure teftimo- 
ny againft him, it w^as probable, that fome plaufible 
chaTge might be produced on the trial, and thiT^s 
fome othe»*s were committed without examination, who 
were probably equally innocent, it was beft to publiCi 
nothing till the final refult ot the trials would be known. 
This narrative is taken from colonel Hamilton's owij 
ftatement of the cafe, and from my own knowledge. 

I have fta'ed, that undue influence was ufed to pro- 
cure teftimony againft certain individuals, and given an 
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inflance of it in the cafe pf major Powers ; I will add 
another inflance in relation to flierifF Hamilton. 

During the time flieriff Hamilton, was vyaiting 
to have hiicafe examined, and before he was put into 
clofe confinement, a certain John Baldwin was under 
examination. He was interrogated alternately, by fe- 
cretary Hamilton, judge Peters, the diftridl attorney, 
,theinfpedor, and Mr. Vaughan, alight horfe man, from 
Philadelphia; the twolaft of whom treated him with the 
greateft indecorum. In the courfe of the examination, 
every means were ufed to induce him to teftify againft 
the IherifF. Baldwin had candidly informed them of 
himfelf being one of the committee at the burning 
of Nevil's houfe, and of the perfons coticerned in that 
riot, &c. andaffured them that the flieriff was not con- 
cerned in the bufinefs. He was then urged to teftify 
that the Iheriffhad notified his regiment, t6 aflift at that 
riot, &c. and when he refufed to give telHmony to that 
purpofe, becaufe it was not true, he was infulted, and 
told that he equivocated, and evaded fwearing the truth, 
and was affured that by his condu6\, he had forfeited 
the benefit of the amnefty to which be was otherwife 
intitled, andalfo his life and property, in not teflifying 
to what they demanded of him (and of which, he adds, 
be was confqious it was not true,) and told that be could 
only f^ve himfelf by giving fuch tellimony, 

David Hamiltoti and others were tieated in much 
the fa^e m2Uin?;r, \n order to extort teftimony againft 
fheritF Hamilton, and though no teftimony could, even , 
by thefe naeans, be extorted, yet this innocent man was 
fabjefled to the iafuUs and fulferin^s already riiU-i 
ted, 
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I have been informed of various ether cafes^ 
wherein improper' methods were ufed, to influence 
witneffes, but a? a recital of them would fwell thefe 
fheets to an improper length, I {hall decline menti- 
oning them at prefent, and conclude this chapter with 
an €xtra<a from Mr, Bracken? idge's Inp.dents, page 

. *' In colle(?ling evidenpe agaiiifl: mp, there was no 
pains fpared-: — ^In the examination of witneffes, when 
brought forward, there was po boot nor other inftru- 
ment of torture in the hands of the exapciiners ; but 
there was ccrtaiply every addrefs to the fears of indi- 
viduals, to extrafl from them an acknowledgment of 
fomething faid or done by me. I am unwilling to mark 
any thing as contrary to my ideas of propriety, but 
declaring in all, I have feen or heard, I have nothing 
elfeto mark, I take the liberty of ftating as what was con- 
fidered by me as improper, vfs. the fuggeftion that the 
witneffes in the courfe of the examination, that the en- 
joyment of the amnefly which they claimed, depended 
on the can4our with which they gave teftimony againft 
others/* 

In page 75, the fecretary lays down his pen and 

interrupts Mr. Brackenridge, while he is pro-eeding 

Jn his teftimony, and faj^s, "I obferve ^ne leading trait 

in your account, a difpcfition to excufe the principal 

adors, and before we go further, I muft be candid and 

inform you, of the delicate fituatipn in which y 01? ftand; 

you are net wifhin the amnrjiy ; you have notfigned upon 

the day ; a thing we did not know, till we came on 

this ground, I mean the Weftern country, and though 

the government may not be difpofed to? atfl rigorcufly 
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yet it has you in its"" power, and it will depend on 
the candour of your account, what your fate will 
be." 

" Mr. Brackenridge anfwers. 1 am not within the 
pmne^j^ and am fenfible of the extent of the power of 
the government; but were the narrative to begin again^ 
I would not change a fmgle word/' 

Mr. Brakenridge had conduced with fuch addrefs^ 
in a fituation which rendered it neceffary for him to 
temporize, that hp knew he was in no danger from the 
ufual mode of procefs, but he alfo knew^ that the I 

power of the government, with which he was threate- 
ned, conveyed another idea, fie had obferved, the 
innocent and the guilty, indifcrimaXely, in many in- , 

fiances, fubjeded to unufual fufFerings and infults, by 
the power of government, as exercifed by the fecre- 
tary. If fuch powerful addrcffes were made to the 
hopes and fears of Mr. Brickenridge, who from his « 

profeflion was able to judge of his own fituatiop^ 
what may we not expe(5l was done with fuch ignorant 
people, as did not know what part of their condudl or 
expreffions might be deemed criminal. It isobferva- 
ble, that though the ^ubpoena for Mr. Brackenridge, ^ 

came from judge Peters, yet the examination was coa- . ^ 

duded, and the terrors, Sec difpenfed by the^ fecretary. 
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AVING in the tranfadlions already 
fclated, introduced my own ageftcy, as feldom as the 
nature of the cafe would admit, I expeA the reader 
will not be offended at finding what I did, or fuffcred^ 
brought more frequently into view in what remains of 
the work, efpecially in the two fucceeding chapter^. 
I wifli indeed that this part of it had been writen by 
another hand, for I do not know a more difagreeable 
fubjed to write on, than one which in volves perfonal 
confiderations ; yet being convinced that I could not 
have done juflice to the general fubjcd, if I had kept 
myfelf altogether otit of view, I will make no further 
apology, but fubmit it to the decifion of the pub- 
lic, whether there is^ or is not a catife. 

When colonel Morton, Mr, Redick, and myfelf, 
in the charader of comraiffioners, waited on the 
fecrctary, then in company with governor ^Mifflin^ 
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Ht Bonnet's camp^ he treated me with decency, and 
apparent friendihip, and when I told him, that fome 
of the juftices of the peace had commenced profecu- 
tions againd offenders, before the commiflioners had 
returned to Philadelphia, and that on being informed^ 
that the diftrid judge and attorney were coming up 
with the army, they had been advifed to defift till they 
would arrive, he approved of advifing them to deliil, 
and advifed us to requeft fome of the county judges 
to come to the camp^ . as foon as the judge and attorney 
fhould arrive, (they were with the rear of that wing) 
and that fome plan would be fettled with them^ for 
diftributing the profecutions. At parting I told him, 
I defigned to ftart for Philadelphia, in about eight or 
ten days. I gave the fame information to General Lee 
at parting. 

My reafon for being particular in mentioning the 
time, when I intended to leave the country was, that 
it might not be faid, that I went out of the way to avoid 
a fcrutiny of my condu(5t, and my reafon for (laying {o 
long, was to give a full opportunity for it; though I 
was confcious of having merited approbation, I fufpec- 
ted the fecretary was more difpofed to find fault. I 
had feen his report to the Prefident, and obferved the 
infidious mifreprefentations it contained, I ought to 
have attended Cangrefs fooner- 

After both wings of the army had encamped in the 
vicinity of Ypughiogany and Monongahela rivers, two 
of the judges of the court of Weftmorel^nd county, 
general Jack, and Mr. Baird, men of very refpedable 
chara<5lers, waited on the lecreiary and the judge, in 
order to be informed what offences would be proper 
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. for the ftate m^giftrates to profecute, agreeably to tli^ 
fecretary's advicfei^ which I communicated to one hi 
thcKX i but iriltead of cotifultihg about the diflribu- 
. tion of the profecutioris^ a§ was expeded^ they were 
both llridly examined as witneffes againft Mr. Galla- 
tin and myfelf. They were urged to teflify tha^t Mr. 
Gallatin had expreffed himfelf iii a treaifonabie manner 
at the firfl: Farkifon s meeting, ^nd when they denied 
having heard any fuch exprefiions, the fecretary a(Rr- 
ted thst he had fufficient proofs of theiti already ; thfey 
however perfifted in aflerting' that be ufed no fuch 
txpreffions, that they had beeti Very attentive to his 
arguments at the a^.eetlng, and they ftated the fab- 
ftance of them, and niehtioned the abilities he had 

\ difplayed^ and the unremitting e?ieirions he had made, 

6n all proper occafioris, to reftoredrder, ^ndt6 convince 
the citizens of the rieceflity of fubmitting to the lawS : 
That his decifion, talents dnc^perfeverrftlce, had contri- 
buted more to the reftoratioh of order thafi that of, per- 
haps, any otherperfon, ashehadbeena member of ^U 
the meetings for that purpofe, andacled with decifion, 
when fcVeral others thought it prudent inmanylnftances 
to temporize or were afraid to avow their fentiriients. 
In the examination refpeding myfelf, no fpecifid 

t fail being alleged againft me, it was rather an inqui- 

fition held oti my cbara(5ter than an examination, and 
the objed feemed to be, to prove me to be a bad man^ 
as well as a criminal. The quefliofts were calculated 
to procure teftimcny, cither that I alone, or an con- 
nexion with Mefsrs. Stpilieand Gallatin had originated 
the oppofition to the excife law, excited the infurrec- 
tion, w^ere enemies to the government, wiQied toovcr-^ 
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turn it, &c. Few men in that country could have 
been found,, who knew my cbarader and principles, 
and the lituation of the country-* better thanthofe he 
iiaw examined;. They told him that the oppofition 
to excifes was brought into the country, with the fet- 
tlers, many of whom inherited an averfion to them 
from, their fathers; that it wasencreafed by their litua* 
tion ; that it was nottru*^thatI had promoted the op- 
pofitioiL in that country ^ that I had told in their 
hearing before there was any ground to apprehend 
an infurredion, that the excife law could not, nor 
would. not, be repealed foon, and aflSgned fatisfadlory 
reafons for that opinion ; that I had faid it was my 
wiflh that the people would fubmit to it, that in their 
doing fo, their petitions for fucli amendments as would 
render its preffure more tolerable, would have more 
weight with congrefs, and the repeal of it in due time 
would the more eafily be procured; They informed, 
him alfoof thaexertioniS I had made, and the arguments 
I had ufed, during theinfurredlion, to reftore order aiid; 
promote fubmiffion. to the laws. 

When judg^ Baird celatediome of the arguments 
which he had heard me exprels on one or other of thefe 
occafiona, judg^ Peters was pleafed to fay, that they 
were fomeof the beft.be had ever heard on that fiibjedl,, 
and thathe could fr^yforgiye. me if I haddone wrongs, 
on accountof baling ufedthe^^ but fecretary Hamilton, 
replied, that he wx^uldJUjcyer forgive me, becatufe; I 
bad. tjold ox; wrote- lie$ about him. 

I am obKg^.to jpdge Eetex&fQr his-gen^rafity* I 
know thchumaruty of his nature.. Hia. ^ifpofition to for- 
give isnc^the le&^valu9bla,.thatrX>ftQQd in x^Q Q&edof its 
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exertiDns. I ftiall fay nothing further, at this time, of thfe 
fecrecary's objeding to forgivenefs, or the fenfibrlity^ 
evident in his manner of doing it, farther than that 
it was not the intention of the conftitution ih vefting 
a Prefideiit of the United States wifch authority to call 
out the militia tofuppiortthe laws, fupprefs infurredi-' 
ons, kc. nor of Congrefs in direfting the nfode in 
which the militia fliould be called out, tior, 1 will add, 
was it the intention of the Prefident in calling out fo 
refpeflable an army, or the judge of the fuprerae court 
in granting the certificate required by law for that pur* 
pofe, or of fo many American citizens,in making fuch 
facrifices, to enable a dependant fecretary to fatiate his 
unforgiving difpofition on an individual for telling or 
writing lies on him, even if his affertion had not been 
totally unfounded; but of this in its pfoper place. 

In cdnverfation with thofe gentlemen, even in 
public company, he expofed himfelf to contempt, 
by fpeaking of me, in a manner that difcovered a total 
difregard to truth,' good policy, or propriety of charac- 
ter. Even when he was contradided in calling me 
a bad and diflioneft man, and tellimony given of my 
cbaradler having long flood in a Very different poiht 
of view, by thofe who were intimately acquainted with 
it, and whofe veracity was unimpeachable, and when 
the confidence which my neighbours and others, who 
wei^e beft acquainted with me, had long repofed in 
J»i*^h? gtvcn as ti proof of my being an honeft man, 
having a confiftent charader, &c. he reluflantly admit- 
ted the force of that evidence with refpedl to my pri- 
vate charadler, but afferted that I was a vain man, and 
^ diflioneft politician, and had a very bad heart. Mr. 
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Gallatin and I had been ele(5\ed members of congrefs 
fhortly before this, and be cenfured the people fcverely 
for eleding us, and added that they would never do 
well, nor have any thing done properly for them, 
while they were reprefented by fuch men. He ex- 
preffed much furprife and indignation, at their repo- 
fingfo much confidence in foreigners, that Gallatin a,nd 
I were both foreigners and therefore not to be trufted. 
When it was anfwered, that I had been in the coun- 
try fronj my youth, &c. and that Mr. Gallatin had 
come ipto it vary young, and had been a citizen a 
competent kngth of time, to be legally qualified for 
the truft, that we were both fanfible men, and had a 
fufificient fts^ke in the country, to fecure our iutereft, 
he perfifted in faying, that we were bad hearted men 
and diChoncft politicians, and that I particularly had 
told lies on him, in a pamphlet, entitled, '^ Thirteen 
letters, by a citizen," of which he aflerted I was the 
author. He reproved them, for not coming to con- 
grefs themfelves, alleging that though we might as 
they had fuggefted,. have more knowledge of public 
bufinefs, yet we were difhoneft and dangerous politL*. 
cians. 

He no doubt difcovered what was true^ that the 
two judges were folid, fenfible men, of refpeflable 
charader, and well acquainted with public bufinefs; 
but bow could he avojd difcovering that they and I 
held the fame political principles, and that if I had 
not held the political principles which I did, I would 
not Jiave been the objecfl of their choice. He knew 
that though .they difapproved of the excife law in 
principle, yet they had dom every thing which their 
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duty as citizens and public officers Tequired oFthctn, 
in fupporiing the execution, both of the federal excife 
law, and the excife of the ftate, during its continuance. 
He knew from evidences examined, prior to thiem, 
even under circumftances very unfavourable to im- 
partial teftiaiony, that I had not at any time done, 
nor faid, any thing to promote oppofition to the exe- 
cution of the law. He knew by their teftimony, that 
my language and condu(5t was favourable to fubmiffion 
to the law, before there was any apprehenfion of an 
infurredion, and that I had made every exertion in 
my power, to imprefs the people that were inflamed 
againft the law, with a refpedl for the government, 
and a difpofition to fupport the laws without exception, 
and that in doing ihis, they thfemfelves, and I myfe!f, 
had an intimate correfpondence, and were in perfeA 
confidence, and that we were equally objeds of refent- 
ment for feme time to the ignorant and obftinate op- 
pof(TSof the lawSi He might alfo have eafily known 
that feveral of thofe perfons to whom he declaimed 
againft me as a foreigner, had themfelves come into 
the country fince I did* 

The blunders even of wife men are fometimes 
aftonifhing. However, I believe, we are not warran- 
ted in giving the appellation of wifdom to fuch perfons, 
as are deftitute of honour and virtue, let their ftation 
be ever fo high, their talent^s e*er-fo brilliant, or their 
influence ever fo powerful. The reader will be able 
to judge for hiftrfelf, how fiar the fccretary's condudl 
was dircfted by wrtdom, or governed by the principles 
'-tj( honour and virtue, on a review of thofe fafts and 
others, that will be hereafter related. 
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To thofe vVhoknowthie fecretary*s owntiftory, liis 
objeding to a man for being a foreigner, whohas'heen 
thirty three years in the flate of Pennfylvadi^, near 
thirty years of that time a head of a family and 
citizen, who contributed all in his power ia accom- 
plifliing the revolution, both by his fervicei in the 
provifional government, by corainittees, when the 
eftablifced government was aboliftied, and in the 
army on the moft trying occafions* and who fmce the 
revolution has been almoft conftantly employed either 
in the public councils of the ftate or of the federal 
government ; I f^y for fecretary Hamilton to object 
(o fuch a man as a foreigner, rauft be aftonifhing to 
thofe who have any knowledge of his own hiftory ; 
Nor will it perhaps be lefs furprifing to tho5fe who are 
able to trace his conducl, to hear of his illiberality, an 
affuming to judge the badnefs of another perfoa's 
heart, with whole charader and condu(5l he was fo 
little acquainted. 

Various other inltances are known of his endea- 
vouring, by improper influence, to-procurc teftimooy 
againftMeflrs. Smilie, Gallatin, and myfelf, but it istkoi 
my objed to fwell the book with nutnerous details .; 
a few well attefted fad^B are fufficient to ray purpofe^ 

When thje fecretary was , on bis return, while ha 
lodged in the houfe of captain R, Dicky, within a few 
miles ofmyMfidence, (I wa^ then in Philadclphit,) 
after enquiring if I did not live near, he ^oke of 
my character in his ufual itranner^ and abufed the 
people for fending me to Congrefs, adding that I mns 
thepiincipal promdter ^ the infurrcdion, fe:* Ire* 
Captain Dicky vindicated my charadcr, and informed 
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him of my gcjneral condud and charade r, as a friend 
to order, and of my exertions during the inlurredioD, 
fee. He had been acquainted with me long.beforc either 
he or I lived in the weftern country, and therefore 
fpoke of my general charader with confidence. The 
fecretary, full of refentment at hearing me advocated, 
exclaimed that I wj|s a bad man, and that it was in 
vain to vindicate nie, becaufe he had the proofs of my 
guilt in his pocket. Captain Dicky alleged that this 
was not poffible, but the fecretary perfevered in affer- 
ting it to be true, and aflced Dicky if . he had read 
' the thirteen letters. Upon his anfwering in the af- 
firmative, the fecretary fwore that he believed there 
was not an old woman in the country but what had 
read them, that they contained lies on him, and were 
written by me. Dicky offended at the fecretary's fcur- 
rility againft me, told him he had read them and believ- 
ed the fads they contained ; and would believe them 
till they were proved not to be true, let who would 
have written them. Captain Dicky himfelf had been 
one of the delegates of that townftiip, at the Parkifon 
and Redftone meetings, from whence he was fent as 
one of the committee to the conamiffioners at Pittf- 
burgh. 

General White, whofe treatment of the prifoners 
I have already taken notice of, abufed my charader in 
all companies,' and told the moft manifeft falfehoods 
with refped to my condud, when at Carlifle with the 
Prefident, and when he was told that his aflertions 
were not true, he gave fecretary Hamilton for his au- 
rfior,- faying that the fecretary was prefent at the 
interviews with the Prefident. I will juft mention a 
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few inftances of his condudl in this refpedl, of which 
I have the moft authentic vouchers. 

At table in the houfe of Mr; Kirkpatrick in Greenf- 
burgh, he told in a numerous company, that I had in- 
fifted on the Prcfident to feVid an arrhy into the coun-' 
try, and that the Prefident had anfwered, by faying, 
" Mr. Findleyyou have raifed the devil, and you may 
lay him again yourfelf." On this major Dunham, who 
was prefent, remarked, '^ That, lir, is very unlike the 
Prefident." The Reverend Mr. Powers had been al-- 
leging thathis reprefentationsof myconduA were not 
probable, when general White appealed to the Prefi- 
dent's treatment of me, in confirmation of what he 
faid. While he remairied'in the fame family, ^nd was 
as ufual declaiming againft me, he afferted that I had 
abufed (.he charaders of the whole people in the wef- 
tern counties to the Prefident, in order to convince 
him of the neceffity of fending an army againft them, 
and thjt the Prefident anfwered me by faying, ' " Mr* 
Findley you have raifed the devil, but you cannot lay 
him again, or you may lay him again yourfelf," and that 
I replied, that the peop le in my neighbourhood were 
of the moft imphcable and ungovernable difpofition, 
fee. &c. Mr. Kirkpatrick the owner of the houfe 
objeded to this affertion, declaring that he had been 
acquainted with me many years fo well, that he knew 
that this was not my manner of fpeaking, nor a con- 
du<5l fuited to my charader, that I did not exprefs 
myfelf in the manner which he had defcribed on any 
occafion; that general White being now acquainted 
with the country muft know that the people were not 
fuch as to anfwer this defcription, and that it was 
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highly. ixDpTobahle that I would give a. charaderof 
them that they did not deferve. General White an- 
fwei:ed that I was a damned old hypocrite, and that he 
had made a. point of telling the above wherever lie 
camctand l^id I deferved no credit or popularity, and 
he wa? determined IfliQuld have none- 

e 

Intjaelame family in the hearing of Hug^ Rofs^. 
^iq/aire, andotliei«„he aflexted that I toldth^ Prelident 
that the people in the wedeni counties, were perverfe 
aiid inimical la all good government, beyond concept 
tioOv wd fo. abandoned^ as that no charader,, however;' 
ixzfluenUal, could reftrain or perfuade them, and obiex- 
ved that it would have been, well, if the people 
hadbiu>wnof my having ufed that conveifation. before 
the eledion, as in that cafe they would not have confided 
inlucha pexfoaas I was* 

At the hcufe of William.Todd,. Efquire, where he 
lodged, he enq.uired if I lived near ; being anfwered 
that I did^ but was gone to Congrefs ; he faid they 
might as well iend nobody, that I did not reprefent 
the people at all. Being told) by Mir« Baldridge (whofe 
father-in-law, Mr. Todd wasthen attending in theftate 
Senate) that the. people there knew better, and that he 
could not take a readier way to infult thcdr feelings, 
than to fay fo ; he replied that I would not he beard in 
Congrefs, &c. He added, thaA if it had not been foB 
my xeprefentatioOr of the peopk to the Prefident, he 
wwld not have fent tl;^ army among them at all ;. \sh^ 
being afked by the Prefident, what Ibrt of pec^lfi the. 
inhabitants of the weftern counties were, I anfissexed 
they were the worft, and mofl hardened peopj;^ os^ 



INSURRECTION. ^49 

earthy and that ati army was abfoluterly rieceflfary to 
reduce them to order* 

Being afked if he haS heard me fay fo, he faid he 
had not, bu-t had if from Mr. Hamiltdn^ the fecrc- 
lary of the treafury, who heard it from my own mouth, 
and faid that the fecretaty told him fruther that the 
Prefident afked mq if I thought that any thing lef^* 
th^n fending the army would do to pacify the minds 
of the people, and that I replied that nothinglefswould 
do. When Mr. Baldridge, to convince him how little 
credit could be given to his affertions, informed hirai 
how far my condud had always been the reverfe of his 
ftatement of it, vvhat great exertions I had 'made 
to pteferve and reftore order^ and h ow well I floodt 
With ray neighbours ; he afferted or fwore, that if it 
had not been for Findley, Smilie, arid Gallatin, there 
wt)uld have been no infurre^ftion, and much more to 
the fame purpofe, here and elfewhere avowing it' to 
be his objeft to render u^ unpopular, and giving the 
fecretary for the author of the fcandai arid falfehoocf 
which he uttered againft us. Indeed in the houfe of 
reprefenrativesofthe ftate in the winter of 1794, a 
xDifYeprefentation ofwhat I had faid to the Prefident 
St CarlifJe Was' made by a vef y refpedable member^ 
who had been, witn the army, and who pointed to the 
Secretary, as his aifdaor, in a manner eafxly enough un-^ 
derftood; though 'he was not named. I fent a true' 
ftatement of it in writiqg to Mr. Gallatin, Who' 
correAed the mifreprefentatiott ort the floor of the 
houfe, and inferred my ftatement in his printed fpeech. 

If ther Prefidem's mariner of converfinghad been* 

as well known to thofe with whom General White 

H h 
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communicated, as it appears it was to major Dunham^ 
thofe airerticns would not have gained any credit. 
Or if general Willie's true characftet had been known 
to the people, Lttle refped would have been paid to 
his ftories. Indeed his manners were fuch as to pre- 
vent <:o'3iidence in his reprefentations, if he had not 
given the fecretary for his author, but finding that 
even with that aid he was not credited where I was 
perfonally known, I paid no refpeA to his affertions 
until I found the fallehoods were not only circulated 
among people in the weftern country, who knew me 
only by name, but alfo through other ftates. Though 
few, even of thofe, believed him at the time, yet 
being fupported by the authority of the feCretary'$ 
name, and my taking no pains to contradid his afler- 
tions, uor to enable my frierds to do it, gave them a 
currency which they could not otherwife have procu- 
red, and determined me at laft to take notice of them 
in this place- I had indeed determined to have treated 
any thing coming from general White with, t^at filent 
contempt with which I ufually trtat every thing 
which cotoes from a man of his character and manners. 
However, knowing that time is favourable to truth, I 
have not been bafty in defending my own caufe. 
This is the firft attempt I have made to vindicate my 
cbarader, and I do not do it by affertions. I have 
ftated the whole correfpcndetice, which Mr. Redick 
and myfelf had with the Prelident at Carlifle. 

It is obfervable that Mr.' Redick and myfelf per- 

% feAly coincided in fentim^nts and condud in convet- 

fing with the Preiident, yet nothing ba&beea aficTted 
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againft hhn ; the reaion of ihe dlfcriminadon however 
is pretty obvious. ^ 

In our interview with tl^e Prefident, it will ap- 
pear that he treated us with that decency and polite** 
xiek^ which was fuitabk to the charader he has always 
fuflained, and agreeably to the didlates of a policy die- 
tated by 9 proper attention to th^ ocfi^don and cir« 
cumflances. 

It will likewife appear that while we ad^edthe part 
of honeft men, in acknowledging the agitation that had 
prevailed, and the outrages that had been committed, 
which indeed would pot only have been uncandid, but 
foolifti tp h?.ve denied, (33 the truth was already 
known,) we at the faine time reprefented that the 
majority of the people in the weilern counties had al- 
ways been well d.ifpofed., and ftated the circumftaoces, 
and explained the reafons, that prevented the well dif- 
pofed people from being fuccefsful in their exertions 
to reflofe order foon^, ^ndwhy the number of thofe 
who figned the amnefty^ w?s not as great as could 
have been wiihied. 

It will appear likewife that we affured the Preft- 
dent thajt the weil known outcries againft the ftate 
courts, wages^ iaiaries, &c. the infults offered to judgej 
and other, refpe^aabte citizens, the threats of burning, 
|cc. 8cC, which made fo much noife abroad, and kept the 
well difpofed people in Ibaie places iti fear, for a time. 
^as prinpip^illy cpnduded by an ignorant and obftinate 
-pUfs of people, who had little charadlpr or proper y to 
lofe. That this citcurallance had convinced the ci- 
jizens'generally of the neceffity of exerting therafelvcs 
in fMppoft ?^ t|i^,l^WSi W CPnyipcgd tli^m that tlieif 
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^wn pefc^ «ad fccurity depended on the dufi excqu* 

tion of them : And we gave it as our .op'lnion, that thil 

jCiiguptfiancci alone afforded to government ground of 

more uqe^uiyocal confidence than fubfcribing anyfor* 

l^al affuranceSi qx thaocouldevenbeexpeded from the 

march of an ^rmy into the country. We alfo obfcr* 

.ved to hii^ th^t judges and oth^r tefpe<5^abl« citizens 

in the weft^rn counties, who had given their option 

to the eommifiioners that an army was necefiary, had 

feen fufficient reafon to change their mind, and men* 

tioned 9 Jetter ixom prefident Addifon, . atid the 

unanimous refolation of the lift Parkifon meeting, 

^o prove this change of ftiatiment* In fUort, it will 

.appear on reading the aprrefpondence, that .we fnMn 

.our own knowledge gave it ai$ our opinion uftequi- 

vocallvt that the laws could be executed and atones 

.ments n^ade in all the four counties, that with refped 

to the fettlemerxts near Parkifon's Ferry where we had 

pot perfonal knowledge^ and aV>ut which we were 

more ftridly examined^ we gave our opinioij on the 

jaffurances received from others, whom we efteemed 

worthy of credit. So far were we from affigniiig the 

well known folly ai)d obftinacy of a few ignorant peo* 

pie, and their infulting the ftate magiftrates, or the 

defign againft the ''court of VVeftmoreland, 8tc, that 

had been difcovered and. prevented, as a caufe why 

an army ftipuld be fent into the country, that we made 

ufe of thefe cirguniflances as the ftrongeft ground of 

affurance that the march of an army wsk npt neceflary, 

becaufe thefe circumftances made it the people's own 

intereft to preferve the peace of the country, and 

eifeClually convinced them, that if they permitted 
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pt^B afa^d law Co be oppofed, or obnoxious cffieers cq 
be abiifed, tWy eventually dcftroyed the beft fccuxity 
for their own liberty and property, aiid we fuggcfted 
that a fufficient teft had been given as foon as could 
have been reafonably expeded» all things coo&dered, 
that the citizens were able and willing to preferve or* 
id^r and punifh offenders, and that fuch offenders as 
iiad not figned the amnefty in timfc were too few in: 
number, and too infignificant in charaAer, to be pro^ 
^cr objedls for the ftronghand of government, and that 
even thefe would have time enough to-efcape before 
the army could arrive. • . ^ 

Thefe circumflances indeed, on weighing them ma- ! 

lurely, in our own minds, were conclufivc with our-* ; 

felves, and from our own convidion, we Hated them 
with candour and confidence to the Prefidem. Hence 
it is evident that that heat and inflammation, which 
produced alarming diforders for a time in the weftera 
country, and occafioned fo much anxiety of mind to 
the citizens* was fo fjir from being ufed by us as an 
argument in favour of fending an army, that it was 
honcftly applied as the ' moft conclufive argument I 

againft it. It is alfo evident that thefe diforders were | 

ftated to be few in number, arM to have prevailed iti 
but a few places, and condu(5led by fuch as could have 
but little influence in fettled times. By examining 
the eleventh chapter, which defcribes the flate of the 
country at and after the time of figning the amnefty, 
and the fourteenth chapter, which contains the infor- 
mation given by Mr. Redick and myfelf to the Pre- 
lident at Carlifle, it will be feen whether or riot wc 
underftood the ftate of the country, and whether we 
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gave a candid account of it. It will alfo be ea^ly 
ci ifccrned that all the information we gave was calcu- 
bted to convince the Prefident, that the march qf the 
army was not neceffary for the purpofe of procuring 
fubmiilion to the laws^ and would not be fuccefsful la 
obtaining the proper fubjedls for making atonement. 

To tbofe» who are acquainted with gene^^al White'5 
charader, and with mine, no apology will be neceffary 
for entering no further into a conteft with him, than 
merely by ftating fadls to enable the citizens to judge 
for themfelves, what credit ought to be given to hi»^ 
aflertions. I have always been happy in having tew 
enemies in private life, and confider it as a confoling 
refledion in my advanced age, that I have never had 
a quarrel with a neighbour. However, if it is my lot to 
have enemies, though I may regret the circumftance, 
yet my regret will be the lefs \f I have given no juft 
caufe of offence, and if my enemies are fuch men, as 
are neither refpe(5table for the morality of their princi- 
ples, or the dectncy of their manners. It would give 
me fenfible pain to fcnow that any conduct of mine 
had given caufe of offenpe to a good man. 

Numerous other (lories have been circulated as 
from fecretary Hamilton and hft friend general White, 
which as I have never taken pains to obtain vouchers 
to prove, I (hail pafs over in filence. The ftory, 
however, of the latter infulting me at Carlifle was not 
true. I have npver yet ieen him, fo as. to be able 19 
diftinguifti him from another man. I w^s informed, 
however, of his obferving me, and fpeaking of me 
when I was put of hearing, in fuch language as was 
fuitable to h^s charaAer ; for though I do not know h\» 
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per(bn» I have not been fo little converfant with the 
officers of the late army, and the citizens of New- Jerfey, 
as to be unacquainted with his fame. I need fcarcely 
be at the pains to deny that I went on my knees to the 
Prefident to befeech him to fend forward the army^ 
for though this has been circulated to a very great dif^ 
tance on the authority of general White, I prefume 
few fenfible people gave credit to it, and the corref- 
pondence with the Prefident, here publiflied, is a full 
refutation of it. I will juft add that the report in the 
caftern counties, that my foh was concerned in the 
riot on Webfter, the coUeflor of excife, was abfolutely 
falfe, yet this was aflerted with fuch confidence through 
Pennfylvania, that even my friends for fome time ad- 
mitted it to be true, but fuppofed it to have been 
without my knowledge. 
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P T E R having given foJfulU vj«# 
tii the infurredion, and the meafures conneAed with 
iti and of the influential fecretary's virulence againft 
myfelf and others^ I beg leave to call the reader's at- 
tention to a concife relation of my own conduct, rc- 
fpe(5^ing the excifc law ; it will, however, be neceflary 
to preface this with an account of my conduftand prin- 
ciples refpeding the federal government generally. 
Under the confederation I always contributed what I 
Could to have the requifitions of the old Congrefs car- 
ried into effedi but after the fatigues and rifles of the 
war were over, I ardently vi^ifhed to have a more effi- 
cient general government^ and in the ftate legiflature 
contributed to the revifion of the confederation, by 
voting for delegates to the general convention. When 
the federal conftitution became a fubjeft of difciiffion, 
and wasfubmitted to the ftate coaventions by Congrefe, 
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1 bad feveral exceptions to it, and wifhed amendments 
to the inftrument to be recommended, and an adjourn- 
ment previous to ratificatiot^. I was the more folicit- 
ous to obtain the laft, on account of fome circumftances 
of irritation that were unfriendly to cool difcuffion at 
the time ; but both w^ere refufed. However, when I 
obferved that moft of the other ftates took fofficicnt 
time to deliberate before they called their conventions, 
and that the conventions of the other ftates very ge-^ 
nerally recommended amendments to the confiderati- 
on and adoption of the firft Congrefe, which was to 
nieet under the government, I became convinced, that 
delaying in order to ca^ll another general convention, 
in the then ftate of things, would be highly inconve- 
nient, and approved of t&e putting the government inr 
Operation. My fentiments were well known to my 
friends, and it is alfa well known thaC no oppofition 
was made to putting the government into operation 
m any part of iheweftern counties, nor were there ^ny 
Iffiats or difturbance on account of it 

I indeed, on cool reflexion, became convinced, 
that fome of my objedions to it were not well found- 
ed, and the firft Congrcfs having early recommended 
{ome of the amendments I wifhed, and which have 
been fince ratified,, gave confidence that othfep amend- 
ments might be attained,, when they became neceflary. 
I indeed embraced the government as my own and my 
childrens inheritance,, for though I knew it bad fi>me 
dcfe<5\s partly arifing from indifpenftble caufes, yfet I 
believed it to be capable of being well adminifteared^ 
gtid on the whole, the bcft government in the world. 

I i 
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Though from miflakcn party fpleen, myfelf and 
others who aded the part I did, have been called Anti- 
federalifls, as a name of reproach, yet I do, and always 
did, treat the appellation with contempt. If we erred, 
it was from an excefs of zeal for federalifm, and a jea- 
loafy leaft the federal republican principles of the go- 
vernment were not fufficiently guarded, and in this 
we agreed with the majority of the citizens of the Uni- 
ted States, who recommended, with the firft Congrcfs, 
who adopted, and with the legiflatures who ratified the 
amendments. I never have been found among thofe, 
who oppofed or embarraffed the meafures of a govern- 
ment. Though I knew and acknowledged that the firft 
conflitution of Pennfylvania had defefls, and aflifted 
afterwards in revifing it, yet I never was found among 
thofe who combined to embarrafs the meafures of thaC 
government, but contributed all in my power to fup- 
port its operations and prevent its perverfion^ 

I, in common with other citizens^ was attentive to 
the operations of the federal government in its outfett 
and though I was pleafed with many things done by it, 
yet before it had been two years in operation, I was 
furprized to obferve fo much of the legiflative bufinefs 
referred to the heads of newly eredled departments, 
and efpecially at the opginating revenue fyft^ms being 
referred to the head of an executive department. This 
influential power being fpecifically vefted in the Houfe . 
of Reprefentatives, and of an untransferable nature,' 
the trangfering it to an executive officer feemed the 
more extraordinary. Indeed, people generally were 
furprifed to obferve, not only petitions, but the moft . 



INSURRECTION. 1259 

important legiflative biifinefs, referred to one or other 
of the fccretaries. 

Being eledled a member of the fecond Gongrefs, 
I took my feat with a determination to oppofe the re- 
ference of legiflative bufinefs to executive officers, 
othervvife than to call for fuch information as they in 
their official capacity might be able to give. A num- 
ber of members who had scquicfced in this pra6)ice in 
the beginning, became convinced of the impropriety 
of it and oppofed it in the fecond Gongrefs. My 
oppofition to it did not arife from any perfonal aver-, 
fion to the Secretaries to whom the bujinefs was refer- 
red, but folely from an opinion, that it was unconfti- 
tutional ^nd improper, and that i: was really oppreffive 
to the officers themfelves, efpecially to the fecretary of 
the treafury, to whom the originating of all matters, 
refpeding revenue, were referred. I had recently 
feen a ttriking inftance in Pennfylvania of the bad efr 
fefls, both to the public and the officer, refulting fr6m 
transferring a multiplicity of bufinefs to an executive 
officer, and was fenfiblethatthefe references prevented 
the houfe from pofleffing fo much information within 
itfelf, as if the me^fures originated with committees, 
and that it laid a foundation for an in and out of door • 
influence, to combine through aTecretary as a center 
of conaedion, which might biafs the deliberauons of 
the houfe, and which could not fo eafily influence 3 
committee of fifteen members, chofen from each ftate; 
and that fuch committee would have lefs inducement^ 
tQ report the ftate of the revenues in an impofing man^ 
ner, or to conceal at any time their real fituation. I 
}\^i no apprehetnfion, however, that thp ftqietary pf 
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the treafury would take umbrage at the houfe refum* 
ing the excrcife of its own powers, until I was infor- 
med, that he was highly ofEended at the firft oppofition 
that was made to a reference of revenue buiinefs to 
him to originate, and threatened, that if this was refu- 
fed, he would refign h?6 office. Though I exerted my- 
felf in that oppofition^ yet I was not alone; it was fup- 
ported by a number of the moft diftinguilhed federa- 
lifts and experienced politicians in rhe houfe, and when 
the queftion was taken^ it was loft by a very fmall ma- 
jority. On this occafion, not only the fecretary him- 
lelf was alarmed, but thofe that attached themfelves to 
his intereft out of doors were much agitated. A few 
days after the vote, I heard a refpe<f\able revenue oflB- 
Cer in a public company fay, that afet of d — d fellows 
in Congrefs had attempted to take the originating of 
revenue meafures out of the hands of th^ fecretary, 
and that if they fucceeded,^ll confidence would be Ipftt 
and that certificates had fallen confiderably in two days, 
in confequence of the attempt. This agitation with a 
certain defcriptlon of people out of doors, and the 
extreme anxiety difcovcred by his fiiends in the houfe, 
tofupportthefecretary's originating influence, changed 
my fears, that this undue conne(5\ion of .legiflative and 
executive bufinefs wduld at fome period produce an 
iinclue combination of intereft, into real fufpicions, 
that it had already produced this cffeA. 

However, though the oppofition to minifterial ori- 
ginating of revenue fyftems, was fupported by a large 
minority, it did not fucceed in the fecond Congrefs, 
nor indeed in the third, without difficulty and delay, 
and when a committee of ways and means was appoint- 
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ed, ixi an advanced ftage of the feSion, which fat itt 
the winter and fpring of 1794, a majority of the com-- 
mittee werefo attached to their ufual mode of propo- 
fing revenue meafures, fhat a £ub-committee, cho^ 
fen out of the committee of ways and means, imme- 
diateiy referred the bufiiiefs to the fecretary. In this 
way, the taxes ou loaf fugar, fnuff, &c. were origins* 
ted. It is known, that during the next feflfion, the fe-r 
cretary refigned, and that before he withdrew, he re-t 
ported to the houfc a plan for new modifying the re* 
venue fyflem, in fuch a manner as to put the difpofal 
or arrangement of the revenue meafures, as much as 
poffible, out of the power of future iloufes of Repre-^ 
fentacives. This report was introduced, without being 
called for by the houfe. In the prefent Congrefs, no 
oppofition has been made to the appointment of a com- 
mittee ol^ ways and means,. nor has the bulinefs been 
referred by it to the fecretary of the tieafury. Though 
this flatement may feem unconnected with the infur* 
reciion, yet it leads to the probable fource of the fe- 
cretary'srefentments againft me, as well as againft Smi- 
lie and Gallatin, who are of the fame fentiments with 
me, refpefling thofe meafures, and as general White, 
who appears to have been only the infirument of the 
fecretary s vengeance, acknowledged, when he wa»<i 
detected in averting falfehoods againft me, for which 
he gave the iecretary as author, that his objeft was to 
deftroy the people s confidence in me ; it goes far to con-* 
firm the apprehenfion, that political party fpleen in- 
fluenced the Secretary's conducfl in the weftern expedi- 
tion. On what other grouu4, could the fecretary ex- 
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prefe fo mucli refentment sgainft the people for eletSiti^ 
us to Congrefs, 

Though an unqualified power of levying excifes 
was vefted in Congrcfs, yet an expeftation that that 
power would never be exercifed but in cafes of the 
laft neceffiiy, which had been indufirioufly inculdated 
by the moft influential advocates of the government, 
and fondly believed by all, had a tendency to filence 
obje<5lions to the government going into operation ; but 
when in the leoohd feffion of the firft congrefs, the 
fecreiary of the treafury of his own motion originated 
an excife bill, and laid it before Congrefs, (which how- 
ever the houfe of Reprefentatives laid afideat the time) 
the alarm given by the appearance of an excife law 
in fo early a flage of the operations of the government, 
and its apparent rejedlion, gave fuch alternate emotions 
of grief and joy in the ftate of Pennfylvania, as is 
more eafily imagined than defcribed. This circum- 
fiance enabled the houfe of Reprefentatives, in the 
ftate Legiflature, to be fo unanimous in requeftipg the 
. fenate of Congrefs to rejed the excife bill, ip which 
bufinefs the city membeis took a lead. (See Chap III.) 
When the excife law was ena<5ted, I was fincerely 
grieved at the intrcdudion of an excife fyflem, witl^ 
all its oaths and officers, and the unavoidable inequa- 
lity of its preffnre. I was alfo apprehenfive that it 
might put the vigilance and energy of our new born go- 
vernment prematurely to too fevere a teft, and abate 
that confidence in it with which it was fo generally 
embraced at its outfet^ and which was fo neceflTary for 
its fupport, until it derived ftrength from age and 
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habits of fubmiffion. 1 refleded that the execution 
of this law might have obftacles thrown in its way in 
all places, but efpecially where it would be peculiarly 
oppreflive and confequently moft obnoxious. I re- 
flexed that to fecure a prompt fubmiffion to the opera* 
tions of this law, the aid of a judiciary and proper ex* 
ccutive officers fhould be extended fo as to corref- 
pond tvitb and fupport the oflicers in the execution of 
the law, and proteA the citizens who might be, or who 
luppofed they were, opprefled by them. The want of 
this in the federal government, I thought augured ill 
to the prompt execution of a law, the operation of 
which was found difficult to carry into effe<S in the 
befl eftablilhed, and moft energetic, governments. 

But did I then, as the fecretary and many of his 
friends have malicioufly afferted, fet about to promote 
oppofition to it ? No ; my condud was the very re* 
verfe of this. 

In June 1791, the operation of the excife was- 
to commence, but in the weftern counties, and I pre- 
fumein many other diftrids in the union, offices were 
not provided for the entering of ftills, and the law on 
experiment proved to be in fo great a meafure im- 
pradicable, that a revifion of it was immediately found 
to be neceffary. An advertifement was publiftied, 
inviting the citizens of the weftern counties to meet 
at Redftone old Fort, to confider and give advice how 
they fhould proceed with refpefl to the excife law ; on 
hearing of the intended meeting, refleding on the 
chagrin which prevailed in the minds ^of the people 
on account of the fo unexpedled introdudion of a 
fyftem which they fo much abhorred, and knowing. 
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the violent oppofiiion that bad beeti given to the c^ 
ecution of the ftate cxcife law in fome patts of tlie 
country, I was confiderably alarmed, left that if only 
ftach people attended the meeting, that were moft 
violently oppofed to the excife law, meafiires nnfa^ 
vourable to the peace of the country nijgl:kt be prorao- 
ted* Therefore, though no corxefpondence had taken 
place between thofe who promoted the meeting, and (he 
people of the county in which I refide* I determined 
to attend it, and to take fome difcreet men wich me. I 
never yet knewwhofirft promoted the meeting, but the 
defign was lawful and propeF, it was to oondudl meafures 
for petitioning Congrefs in order toqxiiet tlie miricEsbf 
the people. Three men accompaniedmetothe meeting!, 
viz. John Moore, then judge ot the courtof Weftmore- 
fend, colonel John Shields and captain Samuel' Man- 
bead. I mention their names, hccaufe they have always 
been refpeclable for their love of order, and for fuppor- 
ting the government and the laws. It being the har- 
veft leafon, the meeting v;as not numerous, there were 
few from a great difiance; and no kind of difioxdera 
were attempted. After the meeting was opened, and 
the Iwrdfhips, that would refult from the excife law, 
explained in fome addreffes to the chair, I obfervcd, 
that though the principles of the excife law, and the 
local oppreffive effed^s it would have on the weftern 
counties, were developed, yet the conftitutional power 
of Congrefs to levy it was not fufficiently explained. 
This induced me to addrefs the chair iaa difcourfeof 
fome length, in which I firft aflerted and explained the 
conftitutional authority of Congrefs to levy exciies, 
.5md fa id, that they themfelves^ had acknowledged that 
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tight, by adopting the government, ele<fting repre- 
lentatives to it, and having the flate oflScers fworn t6 
lupport it. I next proceeded to (hew the bad effedts 
of violent oppplition to it, and erideavoured to con- 
vince them, that the only choice they had, was either 
to pay the tax< or otherWife to refrain from ftilling, and 
fuggefted that to refrain from ftilling altogether, waa 
it much mote tbierable evil than any mode of actual 
oppofition^ and that in the mean time, it was their duty 
to lay their grievances before Congrefs by petition, 
but that as petitioning itfelf was an acl^nowledgmenC 
of the authority of govertiment, in the cafe refpeding 
which they addreffed it, petitioning was therefore in- 
confiftent with oppofition. I concluded by pointing out 
the evils iii the excife l^w and the hard{hi|>s peculiar 
to their local fitiiatioii, to which their petitions ftiould 
apply, and took particular care iiot to ifivite them td 
expedl an immediate repeal^* but ciicotiraged them tof 
look for relief to be obtained by a revilion of it, as I 
knew it could never be executed till it was revifed, and 
informed them, that in its prefent ilate^ it was imprac^ 
ticablci 

1 appeared to be heard with attention, at leaft therd 
Mras no appearance of the contrary. I was infornied 
however^ when I fat down, that one man during the 
early part of the difcourfe, floWly lifted up bis.ffafFto a 
ftriking pofitidti, and ttte obferver Was prepared to pre- 
vent the ftroke, by feizing the ftafF, but when I came 
to point out the grounds to which the petitions fliotild 
apply, the ftaff was let dbwri again, without being ex« 
eicifed: I expefleda petition had been prepared to , 
\^ offered at the meeting, but it wais not. - (See qhap. 
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III.) No argument was offered in my hearing, nor ob- 
fcTvation made that was calculated to encourage riotous 
oppofition to the law. 

This was the only popular meeting, either refpeiSl^ 
ifag the excire or any other law, that ever I attended 
or addreffed in the weftern counties, until after the in- 
furreiflion look place, and I did nothing in the meeting 
except making the difcourfe j have mentioned; my 
avowed intention of attending*!, was to pay the wages 
of the militia, that had ferved on general Harmex's 
campaign, many of whom refided in that pait of the 
country, and attended at the meeting. 

In about two weeks after lliis meeting, I had to 
attend a feffion of AflemWy at Philadelphia, and did 
not return till the week before the eledlion, at whicb 
I was chofen to reprefent the ftate in the fecond Con- 
greifs. At the county courts, which fat the week prece- 
ding the week of the cle^ion, f Here appeared a pub^ 
lication in the Pittsburgh gazette, chaTging me with 
being one of the authors arid promoters 6f excifes; it 
was alfo ^ent to the eledion diftricns. There was no 
time left for me to reply to it, if I had been fo difpo- 
ied; it did not however prevent my being eledled by 
a large majority, though it no doubt made that majority 
lefs. The candidate oppofed to me, was a member of 
the Pittfburgh meeting, which in 17^1, prepared a pe- 
tition to Congrefs refpedipg the excife law, and pub- 
lifhed fome indifcreet refofutioils agatnft feveral othtt 
n!eafare3 of governmem. (See chapter tt.) The 
perfpn who was the candidate oppofed' to me at the 
cledion, had been a uniform federalift ahdinever that 
I knew of difcoveied any difapprob^ti'ott t( tbe excife 
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Jaw, before he was a member of the Piltfburgh meeting. 
I cenfurcd ihe refohitions freely, both to the gentleman 
to whom I have alluded, and to fuch other members of that 
meeting as I had an opportunity of feeing. I was at home^ 
whep^the meeting w^s heldat Pitt (burgh, in Auguft I79?f 
and was requefted by general Wilkin of Pittfburgh to 
fee at Pittflburgh, at the time of it, not as a member, 
but to have an opportunity of giving my advice againft 
intemperate refolutions, if any fuch ftiould be pffiered. 
I declined attending and gave hiin fuch reafonsfor 
doing fo, as fatisfied him afterwards, if not at the 
time. I had always thought it improper for a meeting 
convened for the e^prefs purpofe of prepappg a peti- 
tion or memorial to government, to avail themfelve^ 
of that opportunity to fenfujre the ipeafure^ of govern- 
ment. My fentipients on this'Tubjed ye^t well know^ 
to my friends, Mr. grackenridge in page 22, and 
fome other plac!js, of his incidents, feemsto overrate th,e 
unpopularity that was attached to perfons who ^dvoG2^!r 
ted fubmiffion to the execution of the excife law; it 
was not made a {eft of charader, to my knowledge, to 
the degree he mentions. I jsnew of no men preferred 
at elections, for the (late legiflature, or any other pur- 
pofe, for pppofing it, either by word or deed, at the 
cledions in which I was concerned. The moft popu- 
lar oflBcial chairaders in Weflmoreland county, judges 
and others, were jcnown tp be in favour of the execu- 
tion of it. In Fayette county, Jam^s Findl^y was 
known to be an advocatp for fubmiffion to the excife 
tax, yet he was an aflbciate judge, a fenator and again a 
judget ?s \^ fuited his conveniency; few indeed^ ho\y-5 
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cver^ advocated the principles of the law itfelf» and 
that will always be the cafe; but paany ufed arguments 
in abatement of the haixUhips arifing from its operati- 
on. However, I do not difpute the truth of Mr. 

" Brackcnriclgc's remarks, with refpe<5l to what fell under 
iiis own obfervation, , and hi§ book for the molt part, 
treats only of fucb things, as 4id fall under his imme- 
cjiateobfervation. 

The infpecadr's houfe, wijth the attack on jvhich th^ 
infurreflibn commencea, is fald to be about eighf 
miles fouth weft of Pittfburgh. I live above forty 
miles north eaft of it^ confequently, near fifty miles 
diftant. I never have been in the part pf the country 
where it lays, nor ha4 I ever been in the fettlement, 
where the infurrediQa is believed to have or iginatedi 
until laft fummir, that "having opcafjcjn to go to Wafli- 
Ington, I took the road which paffes tjirough Mingo Creejc 

' fettlement, when I planned to lodge a night at the 
boufe where general White^ave fuch a difplay of his 
total want of tfie feeling? of hurnanity. I was a per- 
Ifedl ftranger to the road and to the inhabitants. I had 
lieard indeed qf a number of decent refpedable peo- 
ple living in that fettlemcnt, and I being fo much in 
public life, they had no doubt heard of me, but not 
one of the citizens in that fettlement, ever had a cor- 

' refpondence with xnt even by letter. None of the 
inhabitants ever happened to be members of the pub- 
lic bodies where I was employed. 

Yet the fecretary and his emiffaries have not 
fcrupled to affert, that I was the author of the infur- 
^eAioiir that I fet it a going, but had cunning enougk, 
tokfep myfelf clear, and many other fuch maUciou$ 
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and totally unfounded affertions. Smilic and Gallatin 
were ufually connefled with mt in the charge of pror 
niotingthe inf^rredion, and fanning to overturn the 
^ovrernment, Sec. 

I did not hear of the mafihal coming up to fcrv*^ 
the proceffes, nor was I informed circutnftantially oF 
the attacks on the infpc<5[or*s houfe till after the Brad-^ 
jock's field rendezvous, viz. n^ar two weeks after the 
infpedor's houfe ^as burned, my firft correA informa- 
tion of {he bufinefs was received from a young man in 
the neighbourhood, who had been on a vifit to fe? 
relations in ^Ya{hir}gt6n county, and had fpv cu- 
riofity attended at the Mingo Creek meeting and at 
Brad4ock's field. He calleci at my houfe in the mor- 
ping to tell me the news^ and informed me very 
circumfhptially refpeding ail the meafures, and par- 
ticularly of Bradford's fpeech at Mingo Creek meeting, 
and his fubfequent condud in procuring the maii to 
pe robbed, prorpoting the rendezvous, &c. and of the 
agitation among the people and their confidence in 
Bradford, 8cc, ^l had fome days before feen the adver- 
tifcmem of the meeting intended to be held at Parki- 
fon's ferry, and of the mail having been robbed, and 
had gone to Greenfburgh to enquire what the meet- 
ing was Intended for, and from what fource the ap- 
pointment came. I there got an indiflind account of 
the burning of the infpedor s houfe, but no further in- 
formation about the meeting, but in confultation with 
with my friends there we agreed not to take any notice 
of the meeting, and I advifed my neighbours to the 
fame courfe, but on receiving circumftantial informa- 
tion from tl>e young man, and learning that the out- 
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j^gep wfT^; Qccafipn^d by thp marCbal fcrving wrirs^ 
and being further informed by him that it was highly 
dangpjQus for me, or any other perfon, to enfur^^ 
Bradford's raeafures I was agitated with fuch a mixture 
j^f grief ap4 anger, thai; I fpoke of their condaA with 
jungugrdp^d feverity. He urged me in vain to bp 
/Kiutioup, foggefting that if my language came to be 
l^ipfTji it woi^ld bripg nje intp troubje ; though I l^new 
llie w^s my fficnd I paid no refpe<5l to his advice, and 
fcarcely took it iij good part, tijl in left than an hour 
jiftcr, ope of the country comrpiflioners called tp in- 
form «ie of tb§ alarming q.ews. He aJfo advifed me 
tp fpeak of it n^cre cautioufly, left I fliould come to 
lirouble, a^d tpld roe that a party were gone that day 
froqa the fcuth of Weftmorelan4 to attack Wells, the 
CoUedlpjr of cxpife, at his houfe in payette cofinty, \ 
jii^araed through another channel that threatening let- 
ti^n W^r€ Cent to tb^ next lownfhip to the one in which 
Jt lived, in order to excite a party tp pay aji unfriendly 
vifit to Webfler the coUeflor of Bedford county. It 
is eafier to imagine than defcribp my fenfations on 
xeceivjpg fpph alarming information, in fuch rapi4 
fucceflion. After gompofing my mind in order to 
jrcfolvft with the greater coolnefs what was beft to be; 
done, I concluded that the only pra<5licable method 
to flop the progrefs of anarchy and outrage was to pro- 
cure-as many difcreet perfons a^ poffible to attend ^ 
4elegates at the Parkifon's meeting. As fopn as my 
mind was made up to this purppfe, I went to the nea- . 
reft tavern on the great road, and fent for Mr. TodtJ, 
one of the judges of the court, to meet me, in order to 
cppfait what was be ft to be done. We agree^ tci holc| 
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^11 election for delegates, and for this purpofe tcJ 

warn the people, and to perfuade difcreet f^rfons 16 

accept of the appointmeuU While I was at the tavern 

%tneffage came to my houfe from general Jack at : 

Greenfburgh, recommending the very plan I was pur- 

fiiing. It is remarkable that the fame raeafure wis . 

fuggefted by the urgency of the occafion in Payette 

and Weftmoreland, and at Pittfburgh^ without any cor- 

refpondence between the people of theie different ' . 

counties (See Chap* IX.) 

Befides the delegates, I advlfed the judges andE 
other difcreet citizens to attend and mix with the peo- 
ple, alleging that every one of them might find fome 
hian to converfe with, who might take their advice ot 
be bettered by their information, and I went myfeif , 

with the fame defign. It was with ihis view that gene- 
ral Jack, judge Beard, and other refpeflable and! 
influential citi2^ens attended at Parkifons Ferry meet^ 
ing. While I was there, and before the meeting 'j 

had proceeded far in its buCnefs^ I received a letter i 

by exprefs from the commiffioners, who had come in \ \ 

grea't hafle as far as Greenfburgh. In the letter they 
informed me that they had fent forward an exprefs to 
go to liiy houfe, but were glad to find chat I was gone / ^ , . 

to the theeting to promote the very objed for which 
tliey Were fent by the Prefident, vizt to reflore order* ^ j 

They explained' the nature of their miflion in their 
letter to me, but informed me that the fuccefs of it Vt 

inuft depend on meeting wiih eorrefpondent fenti-^ 
metii^ irt the people, and requefted me to inform 
thetae6ting of their arrival, and to endeavour to have 
arrangements iliade fof opening a egrrefpondence 
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between them and the meeting, but not to read their 
letter to me^ to the meeting. (Sec Chap. IX.) 

In fliort, I attended at every meeting that was held 
for the purpofc of reftoring order, except the fecond 
meeting at Parfcilbn's Ferry^ which was convened to give 
affurances that order was already reftbred, and I alfo 
attended at different worfhiping congregations, at the 
court, and at every place where I could get an oppor- 
tunity to converfe with the people ; and where I 
thought it could be ufoful I addreffed them in a pub- 
lic manner. In the moft critical fituationfi, I neither 
temporized nor concealed my fentiments. This wa« 
indeed a new fcene to me, for I never had been accaf- 
tomed to addrefs popular meetings^ I alfo travelled into 
different places of the country, in order to ftir up' fuch 
as I thought were capable of inftrufting their neighr 
bours, and to aflifl them with the beft reafoM and moft 
powerful arguments that I could fuggeft ; and feveral 
applied to me of their own accord, to alfift them with 
fuch information ^nd arguments as I thought could be 
lifeful. Indeed^ from the time I engaged in the bufi- 
nefs, which was as early as I had opportunity^ I took 
no reft, either to body or mind, and fufiered much 
grief and venation on account of the difttcfs and folly 
of a number of people with whofe lituaiion and anxie- 
ty of mind I fincerely fympathized, while many of' 
them weie oflfended at the part I' took, and treated my 
advices with contempt, and my affertions for fome 
time with difcredit-4 but I was always fupported and 
encouraged by citizens, who had in fettled times the 
greatcft credit for underftahding and patriotifm. 
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^ . "'Th^ whole of my conduft yas ftated and proved to 
the fecretary in ftronget lerms than thofe in which I 

, rjbave related it, by men of the moft refpedable charac- 
ter^ who were Qot only eye and car witiiefles to much 

, of it, but ^ho were fellow labourers with me, in pro- 
aapting the reftf^ation of order and fubaiiflion to the 

. law$, and who alio teftified to the unifoi:mity of my 
condud ai)d fentimcms both before and after the ip- 

, fuxredion. 

But the/ecretary had more early and unequivocal 
proofs within his own knowledge of my endeavours to 

, have the excife law well executed as long as it conti- 
nued unrepealed. Early in the winter of 1792, I 
wrote a letter to the Prefident, at the inftance of go- 

. vepiot Mifflin, and fome time after another at the in- 
ftance of the Attorney General of the United States, 
and the attorney of the diftridl of Pennfylvania, re- 
lacing to the cafe of Beer and Kerr, both of which I 

. had reafon to believe were given to the fecretary^ in 

. thefe letters I gave my opinion that if fpecial feffions 
of the court were held in the country, the courts would 
be protefled and competent juries found to confirm ihis 
opinion* I (lated in fubdance, that the flate courts had 
never been infulted, nor the want of good juries com- 
plained of in cafes arifing under the ftate excife law, 
or other cafes equally obnoxious, and at the fame time 
fuggefied, that carrying people all the way to Philadel^ 
phia, was fo obnoxious, that doing it might be attended 

. with difficulty, if not with ri(k, and would render wit- 
neflfes more difficult to procure ; that fuppofing the 
peribns charged to b^ innocent, as I was confident 

L 1 
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thofe in queftion were, the taking them to z ^iftanccf 
for trial, would be the more unpopular. 

In the preceding feflion, when I knew the fecretatyw^s 
preparing a report for the revifibti of the excifc laWy 
I by letter, reqiiefted a^ ctonvcrlatidti with him on the 
fubjefl. In the coiifequent interview, I informed him, 
that though I difapproved of the cxcife law, I was 
fenfible it could not be releafed from the appropriation 
until we could fupply its place with another tax, which 
I knew Congrefs was not then difpofed to do, that 
therefore I wifhed by all meatis to give it a fair trial 
and have it promptly executed, and mentioned my ap- 
prehenfion of bad confeqitences to the governmerit, 
if the execution of it was trifled with, becaufe that 
the credit and authority of the government were 
equally pledged for the exectition of all its laws, fo that 
if one law was impta<?tieable or oppofed witlrfiiccefs, 
the authority of other laws would be alfo difregarded, 
and the number and tnagnitude of crimes would be 
encreafed by impunity. I rceommendM feveral al- 
terations^ which I thought would render the execution 
of the excife law more praiHicable ; among thofe, were 
lowering the tax, at leaft till the people were bettter 
reconciled to the execution of the law, and eftabliOiing 
feffions of the court in the country. On this laft I 
laid great weight, and lamented, that competent aa- 
thority had not been veiled in the ftate courts for that 
purpofe. 

When the report was made, few of fuch amend- 
ments were propofed as I had advifed, fome of . them. 
I endeavoured to introduofe in the houfe, and fuc- 
ceeded fo far as to h^ve the tax made one cent lower 
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fifsai the fecretary reported, but this did not equalize 
ix with the tax, on other fpirits, in proportion to the 
.then felling prices in the market ; much lefs did it 
^aniwer the political purpofe oi reconciling th^ people 
io it. 

It had become cuftomary, for the members to read 
jthe reafoning with which the fecretary alway? accom-- 
panied his reports, as arguments oti the floor, to which 
J had been always oppofed j but on this occafion, I op-r 
pofed the praftice with more than ufual warmth and 
perfeverance, riling more frequently than I had ever 
done in the committee of the whole, to declare it out 
of order, &c. and aflerting, that the members exclu^ 
fively were entrufted to give information of the ftate 
of the country for the purpofes of taxation, and that 
the information given by the individual members, 
formed that aggregate pf local knowledge, which ought 
to guide the difcretibn of the houfe, jn accommodar 
ting the laws to the ciroumflanoes of the citizens, and 
that the information received fron^ the fecretary-s 
clofet, being colle^fted from revenue officers, or other 
agents who were not publicly refponfible for the infor- 
mation they gave, dnd who frequently were interefted 
in giving it wrong, and the fecretary himfelf not being' 
conftitutionally qtialified, nor refponfible for it, I con- 
fidered it as no authority for bur condudt, and impro- 
per to be ufcd for that purpofe. I do not remember, 
that his reports have been made ufe of pn the floor, 
btherwife than fqr information refpeding his official 
flatements, fince that time, but the oppofition com-r 
menced on this occafion was perfevered in, till it wa? 
g^ally i^ccfefsful^ and until tb^* houfe r?fui^ed th? ?H^ 
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ercifc of origlnwiiig' revenue fyftemt. Tb« :hta!i|i 
had ia this, and fooia cenfuitesJ paffedindsb bdix&; 
od fome fyftenw origmat«d by die fecrctepry, no doiMati 
rendered me obooxiQUS to him, and the more fo ar. 
the public mind teftified in favour of this change^ ,«) 
the next ele<5lion, biit jnore decidedly ft the f led)2U3a 
which took place in Pepnfylvapid, previous to hi* ar-i 
rival in the weftern country. This accounts fpr hir 
being fo outrageoufly offetided at Gallatin and fioyiedl 
being eleSed into Congrefs, and h# ^nd his friend^ 
general White making fuch malicious ^xertionSr ancj? 
aiferting fuch mean falfehoods« to defiroy my ^popula*-, 
rity, as they expreffed it. A mighty objeA. indeed,^ 
for the man who aiTumed or had afcrib^^^o hitQ by bif 
friends, the honour of guiding the h(^lfp of (late, boci|> 
in its legiflativj9 and executive meafures! It ^Ifo ac* 
counts for his officious ende9V0ur3 to influence- t^^ 
Virginia militia, relpeifiing the elevflipn then depen^i 
ding in that flate ; but it is beyon4 my purpofe to. 
give abatement of hi; exertions in that bufinefs^ 

One charge which he nientioned with great feo(|*. 
hility and lefentmeut, was, that Ihad wrote a pamphlet,, 
called t' thirteen letters," which he faid, contained lie? 
on him; but he h^s neither proved me to be the authoc 
of that pamphlet, nor npinted out any particular lie ft 
Cpntained. ' Writing is not my profeifion^ nor have 
I ever epgaged largely ip i^ nor publiflicd-a falfebood 
to my knowledges. I ngver have in my lifp pub&ibed 
a fentenccj that I Would deny being th^ author of, H 
decently called upon, nor did I. ever give a piece to 
a printer anonimoufly, or dired ^im to conceal mjf 
pame. However, if |he f?cretary will afknowledgi* 
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h^nfcW to be the author, if triie, of a great variety of 
pieces, which have by public 9piaioa, been afcribed 
to him, I will make a full acktiowledgment of all I 
ever putliChed; tbele, it is true, will be fei# in num^ 
ber, but they will difcovcr that I have been confiftenc^ 
in my p^rinciplea, I am njiftaken, if on examining! 
the numerous produAions afcribed to him, the author 
might pQt be quoted in oppofition tQ himfelf^ and if 
fcrme of the moft valuable chafader* in the United!^ 
States would not appej^r to l^ve been traduced by his 
pen". If I were explicitly to deny ^ charge made; 
in this w^y, he might charge me in the faiae manner 
with writing Catu^us, Maffachufuenfis,tbefti^te of par- 
ties, Manlius, &c. 8cc. and though I would acknowledge, 
they contained untruths, I could not eafily prove that 
I had not wiptethenji for I have fpread fome of them 
all, though the fecreiary or feme erf his friends know 
heft their authors. To fatisfy other citizens, however, 
I will alTert, that I have not for feveral years publifhed 
a line in the Pitt(burgh gazette or any other newfpaper, 
except in the fpring previous to the infurredicn, when 
I fent up to the editor of the Pittfljurgh gazette, a 
correct account of the revenue laws that liad been 
fsia6ted that feffion, in order to counteract the falfe re- 
ports, that I h^d been informed were circulated con-t 
^rning th^m. 

The fecretary was miftaken with refped to the 
fpread of the thirteen letters, which he laid, had 
been read by every old woman in the wellern country. 
jLhave iince been particular in examining^apd can dif« 
cover but a few of them to have been fpread in the 
^cflcrn fuivcy, pr^yior^ to the i^furredioq. I heard. 
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pf but one in the town or county of WaChington; there 
Jtaight have been more; but after the fecrctary had dis- 
covered fo much refentment againft that pamphlet, all 
that could be procured of them were difpeifed, and 
whatever doubts might have been entertained of the 
truth of the fads fuggefted in them, the fecretary's af- 
ferting that they contained falfehoods without particu^ 
lariziiifg any of them, has been confidered as a con- 
firmation of the truth of the whole they contained. 
I had put fome of them into the hands of my friends, 
ds I do of all political publications, and moire of them 
I believe were in the north of Wcftmorcland, than iq 
all the weftern counties befides^ and I have pot dif- 
covered that any petfon who read them, engaged in 
the infurrec^ion : there was npt one of them known 
to be in Mingo creek fettlemetit. They appi^ar chiefly 
to contain a ftatement of fads, from which inferences 
arc drawn. If but a few of the leading fads wer*5 
proved to be falfe, others would be difcredited and 
the inferences would fall oFcourfe. Thiis would be a 
more eafy and honorable method, than holding an in- 
quifition ^t the head of an army. 

An apology is ncceflary to the reader for engaging 
his attention fo long about what relates to myfelf. I 
would- not have done it merely on the account of Alex- 
ander Hamilton and William Findley, biit a head of 
thp financiering department, an influential member of 
the cabinet, who not only conduced his department 
in fiich a manner as to rciider a powerful military ex- 
pedition neceflfary, and moft probably with a view 
to promote that event, and who in that expedition was 
undcrftcod to influence it$ movement^ ?n4 ^P i\i^& 
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4fed affume the cxeicife of the jiidiciarlr authority, 
Without being attached to th« expedition in any known 
and refponfible charader^ and who, thus armed with 
the exercife of military avUhdrity, attempted to chaftife 
the people in one flate for elediilg fuch perfons as he 
difapprovted o(^ and to ihfliiehce the eledions of ano^- 
ther , is a conlideratioii of niore irhportance to the ci-« 
tizens, and the knowledge ot it may have greater in- 
fluence on the future meafures of the executive depart- 
ment, thati nierdy conlidered as relating to Alexander 
Harailtoil ^s a citizen.v What reffpeds myfelf is of no 
other importance to the public*^ than that as a Repre- 
fentative of the people, and on account of my politi- 
cal principles and Condud» I was marked out as a vic- 
tim of minifterisil Vengeance^ AH the fecreiary's exer- 
tions could have no eifed on the opinion of the citi- 
zens with whom I enjoy intimate ibciety, and as all 
fny ambition is t6 fpend the remainder of my days m 
a comfortable retirement in the bofom of my family 
and friends, when I ceafe to reprefent them in a public 
capacity, this I can enjoy without having it iaipaired 
by Mr- Hamilton's virulence. Thankful indeed I am, 
that though no government can prevent a man of fu- 
perior talents, dangerous principles, and ma.'evoleilt 
temper, from being armed at times with a dangerous 
portion of public power, yet fuch are our government 
and laws that fuch men are reftrained from gratifying, 
though not froaidifcovering, what they would do if they 
had power. 

After an inquifition accompanied with the mofl il- 
legal inducements to promote difcovery, and notwith- 
ftandrng the fecretary's repeated aileverations to ike 
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witneflTeathat he was already poflTeffed of proo/s o( crf- 
minality againft Smilie^ Gallatin, and me, iio icfli- 
mony was found even to lay a foundation for fufpicion. 
The fituations in which we lived, and the condu^ft of 
the people around us, forbid fufpicion of either combi- 
nation among ourfelves or connedlion with the infur- 
gents ; living s^s we do near 30 miles from each other, 
we have little or no correfpondence but when we meet 
in Philadelphia, and refiding from thirty to fifty miles 
.from the feat of the infurredlion, and having no con- 
nexion or correfpondence in that part of the country, 
nor perfonal acquaintance with the citizens refiding in 
the fettlement where the outrages commenced, we had 
no opportunity of influencing them cither for or againft 
the excife law, nor of knowing that thefe citizens were 
more determined in their oppofition to it than others, 
nor did we know of the exigence of the Mingo creek 
aflbciation which is fuppofed to have produced the in- 
furredion, till we were informed of it afterwards* 
.Though the heat and inflammation fpread into the coun- 
ties in which we are refidcnt, during the progrefs of 
the diforders, yet no ptrlon from either of thefe coun- 
ties had any part in originating the infurredion, nor 
did the official certificate from judge Wilfon, nor the 
proclamation of the Prefident bottomed on that cer- 
tificate, fuggeft that an infurrecflion exifted in thefe 
counties, but confined it exprefsly to the cpunties of 
Waftiington and Allegany. It is alfo known that 
though the whole people of the county of Fayette re- 
fufed to fign the amnefty, and though a great propor- 
tion of the people of Weftmoreland declined figning it, 
or varied the form of the afluranc^s, yet only three 



|>erfons were, fopght aftet . or Cakeri prifoneh froitf 
thefe two counties. Ag^inft two of thefeno bills werd 
found, and tii; third, -wbofe charai^er and fatte is de* 
fcribed in page 2U» was a perfon of whom Lfaad riot 

J he mpft diftant knowledge^ though he refined in the 
^me county about twenty milei diftant. ginilie and 
ipallatin living in Fayette county, df courfe did not fign 
ilie amnefty* and for particular reafons they would not 
iiave done it even if it had been produced to theni for 
that purpofe. I did pot fign it on the day appointed 
triyrelf, though 1 had laboured to promote the figning 
of it by others. I thought it mod confiftent with the 
ftation wiiich I occupied and the part I aAed, to put 
it out of the power of any perfon to fay, that I had 
figned tke amnefty to avoid a fcrutiny of ray conduit,! 
T^hat fcrutiny has been made by an artful^ a difcertiing) 
^nd revengeful enemy, and npt ev^n the femblance of 
exciting oppofition to the execution df the law, or of 
enmity to the! government, or of endeavouring to em^ 
Darrafs its meafures, or even of thf crime of treating 
aii excife cfficer unpolitely, has been difcovered. In-* 
deed I treated the infpedor •^th the fame attentiotj 
that I had done formerly^ and Mr. Wells^ the coliedor< 
vvith greater atterition than I had ever formerly done* 
t never heard him complained of for illegal feizures 
or other aAs of oppreflion, my only complaint againft 
}iim was want of decifion and addrefs in the execution 
of the law. * Nor was there any teflimotiy found againft 
Meffrs* Smilie and Gallatin, but much was teftified in 
their favour. It was knpwn and teftified that I had 
difcountenanccd the meetings that deixdunced the ex* 
(gife aw and the officers under it, and that I cenfu.red 

M m 
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the lefelvfis as indifcreet and impolitic ; that in (hott 1 
had difcountcaanced every meafure except petitioning, 
and that I encouraged this as a dired acknowledgement 
of the aiuhority of the governme»t, and as a means of 
turning the attention of the people to it as the only 
lawful and pradicable iburce of relief. 

Though I had never heard any perfon advocate ;i 
xiQlQus oppofition to the excife law, yet I was alwaya 
watchful to. reprove any expreffions that I thought lean- 
ed that way, and to defcrihe the dangerous effefts that 
encouraging^them Mfould have on fociety. Often have 
X &id on fetch dccafions^ that to countenance riots 
againd the execution o( any law, was like throwing the 
bridle on a wild horie's neck, of whom, when he was let 
loofe, there was no telling what courfe he would take,. 
Qr where he wpuld ftop, and fuggefted'that even liberty 
exerciOed without a fubordination to rule would foon 
becomeallied to theworft paffion9,and produce the moft 
arbitrary and ruinous effeds, fuch fentiments as thefe, 
were frequently introduced in conyerfation and in my 
letters to my friends, and I can appeal to all who had 
an opportunity of know fag, to teftifjr if I evex ipoke, 
wrote^ or aded contrary to thefe fentiments. 

Perhaps it will be replied that I wrote a letter to. 
Mr. Petrikin at Carliile during the time; of the infur- 
reclion, and that as he was charged with promoting fe- 
dition, my letter to him rauft have been of a feditious 
nature* This conclufion was induilrioufly promoted 
by fome^ but certainly a knowledge of my condud ref-» 
peding the infurredion would have juftified; another 
concluiion; however I will infert the letter^ and leave 
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th^origiilarwith the ptihtet, but firft I wilt* ftafte the 
€ircu{iif|taQce& in whicfa it was Written. 

On the evening df the ift of September 1794* 
when I had juft returned from the Redftone meeting, 
Mud was full of anxiety on iccount of the difpofitioil 
evidenced there which occafioned the mifcarriage of 
tbe4efign of that meeting, ^nd the uncertainty of 
<vhat might be the event, a friend who was going ovct 
the mountains to GreepcafU^ and Catlifle offered to 
earry letters to my relations; I wrote letters to two of 
Bay brQthers-in-law, the one near Greencaftle, and 
the other near Cariifle^ vi^. John Gougbran and 
Joifph Junkin, both known to be well difpofedt 
feniibie aien. Before I went to bed I received a let'** 
tipr from Mr^ Petrikin of Carlifle, tbf purport of 
which was lo inform ne of a county meeting to be 
held ait Carlifte, ai^d though he did not explain f her 
mtentipti of the meeting, yet I fufpedted that it might? 
poflibly be his intention to diflfuade the militia, froni 
obeying the or4ers of the Prefident, and though I 
hoped thtv4 would not • be a neceflity for the miiitiat 
to marcl^, yet I knew that reports of their refufing to 
inarch, or appearing to join the infurgentS| wodld 
tend to defeat our pndeavdurs tp reftor^ ordw. Un^ 
d«r this impreffion I immediately wrote an anfwer tQ , 
Eetrik-in's letter. Under the fame imprelfions an4 
with the fami views I would have written to ^ny 
perfoQ exifting, if there bad been the fame profpedl of 
4oing good, or preventing mifchief. The only 
^ead X had in writings t wa^^ that the cont^;)t$ of the • 
ielteir might fome way or other find their way tp the 
ipfurgems, andlubjc^mf 19 troubl^frpm th^m, yndc^ 
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this impreffion I oxnitted the names of tliofe wh* 
promoted the diforders which the letter defcribes, 
und gave ho advice^ but copSned myfelf to giving a 
relation of the ftateof things with us. The defcrip-? 
tion which I gave» I thought might have a happy 
ciicft in pre\'cnting the citizens of Cumberland coun- 
ty irom doing any thing in imitation of the rioters, or 
that would encourage them. However, as things took a 
more favourable turn with us, the contents of the letter 
could not have found their way back in time to do 
me - any harm, for though the impreffion of tenor 
was the greateft at th^ Redftone mee*ting cf any in- 
fiance that had fell under my itpmediate obfervation, 
k was the laft exertion made by thofe who difeded thq 
robbingof the mail, and the expulfipo of thofe who 
wrote letters ; my letter to Mr. Pctrifcin indeed was 
haftiiy wrote and rudely digcfted. However as much 
has been faid about it, I ChaU take the liberty of infer* 
ting it. 

September ift, 1794» 

^^ Dear Sir, 

*.* Yours of the 26th ult. I have juft received, and 
as a bearer ftarts early in the morning, though it is now 
late, I Ihall acknowledge the receipt of it before I fleep. 
pur riotous oppofition to the excife law has gone the 
length of expelling the excife ofEcerS from this diftxiifli 
but not without flagrant inftances of outrage and difor- 
der. Several of thofe who took a lead in this bufinefs 
had been tsarly friends to liberty, the moft aftivc ot. 
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them were warm federalifts. The diflike to the excife 
law is general, but the leaders of the confufion do 
notnow fk>p at this, for fome who have been zealous 
friends to the federal government now declaim ih fa- 
vour of total difunion and independence. Such is too 
generally the condufl of unprincipled men, evenagood 
caufe would be injured by receiving fupport from fuch *. 
Thougli on proper occafions I have endeavoured to 
inform the public mind fo as to pVomote a rtpevil of 
the excife law, or more eflential amendments, yet I 
was always watchful againft riots or any thing that 
might tend to promote any unconditutional exertions. 
When we had recourfe to thefe in the late revolution^ 
the objecft to which they were to lead the way was of 
the greaieft importance, arid the exertions were con- 
du(5\ed with prudence and fyflem. The difturbances' 
with us commenced by accident and have been con- 
duced with diforder and extravagance, the general 
diflike to the law had indeed rendered the citizens in * 
fome places too fufceptible of irritation and too much 
difpofed to commit outrages. 

** However a meeting of from two to five delegates 
from each townfliip were met to confider of the belt 
means of refloring peace and order, when the com- 
njiffioners arrived from Philadelphia, avowedly for the 
fame purpofe. Their arrival and errand was an noun- 

• When Bradford (^.eclainoed in favour of war and independence at Redftone, 1 
fiifpeacdihathe.was encouraged by others.. It appears however I was mmakea. 
for a difpofuion of that kind has not been traced further than that declamation, which 
was ^mjbably the ravings of the moment. The diftuibances were not fo mucli pro- 
mQie4 by fach as hjid beeu dltippolntcd of offices as I had be^n ih^a informed. ' 
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eed to th^ meeting by me, and had a good tSeA upon 
tbeir deliberations, but the proclamation and the or- 
ders to the militia arrived next morning aad produ* 
ced a contrary efFed, and excited a high degree of irri- 
tation among thofe charaders that uere mod ipflam* 
matory, I muft acknowledge that the commifiloners 
do not oflfer terms with exceptions of perfons or by 
halves, as the Britifli did at the late revolution. Ttey 
propofe a full indemnity to all offenders, and for ali 
offences, and a remittance of the excife for the time 
paft, and alfo conditionally to refrain from calling tho 
people out of the counties for trial, on condition pf a 
promifed fubmillion to the laws. This is indeed ^11 
the Prefident could do on his part, and it is necelTary 
on the part of the people, even if it had no other ad- 
vantage than to open the way for petitions to Congrefs 
inoriderto obtain a repeal of the excife law, or rea- 
fonable amendments. It is alfo neceflary on account 
of the diforders and threats of violence of the people 
in oppofition. Two committees have agreed to thc^ 
terms with a reference to the approbation of the pco* 
pie, the obtaining of which from' all the people is 
doubtful ; and there is great dread of internal difor-^ 
ders and violence ; freedom of fpeaking and writing has 
been for fome time fupprefled, but this evil is wor- 
king its own cure, by roufing and uniting the well dif- 
pofed to exert themfelves in reftoring order. lam^ 6?r. 

This is the letter, which has been reprefented asfo 
criminalinme, not fomuchon account of its contents as 
of theperfottto whom it was directed. He has informed 
me that he never read the letter to any perfon, but told 
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{bmefetitences out of it perhaps pretty fairly. I did not 
intend it to be kept a fecret, I with difficulty procured 
it from Mr. Petrikin, and not till I had to pxomife to 
return it to hiai, if neceflary for his defence, before he 
would part with it ; through the hafte in which this 
letter was wrote it is not perfedly accurate, however 
the liberality of the terms offered in behalf of the 
Prefident is fomewhat exaggerated, and the armed 
party appearing at, and overawing the Redftone * 
meeting, from which I had returned, omitted with 
dcfign. I knew liberty poles had been ereifledat Car- 
lifle, and though I did not know that William Petrikia 
had any hand in erecting them, yet from what I 
knew of his charaAer I was afraid he might take a warm 
part at the meeting, and therefore ftated the condudl 
of government and of the infurgents in fuch a manner^ 
as to give him no ground to complain of the one, or 
encouragement to imitate the other, and mentioned 
my own diflike to the excife law, to fhew that the out- 
rageous oppofition that was made to it was calculated to 
prevent and not to promote its repeal. William Petri- 
kin's letter to me contained nothing injurious, apd it 
was the firfl: and only letter he had ever wrote to my- 
felf or any other perfon in the weftern country to my 
knowledge And notwithftanding the mifchievous ra- 
pidity with which inflammatory news was fpread through, 
the weftern country that fummer, I could not trace it 
letters; but one of that fort was difcovered, smd it; was 
not figned by the author. 

I knew that it was reported in the artpy., and cir- 
culated evenamoiig the members of Congrefs, when 
I took my feat, in November 1 794, that I had cor- 
refponded with Bradford, and that fuch of my letters 
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were found among his papers, as would prove roe. Hi 
have been at the bot'om of the infurre<5lion. It will 
be remembered, that the Secretary oti his return to 
Philadelphia told Captain DIcty, that he had fufE- 
cient proof of my guilt in his pocket. It was told in 
the city, as a fecret which foon was heard by every 
body, that proofs were, obtairied againll Smilie, Galla- 
tin arid inyfelf* that we were deeply conceriied in and 
promoted the irifarreAioti. I traced fome of^ thofe 
(lories, to fources from which I did Hot expeA they 
Would have come, ^nd 1 called oil the late attorney 
general and the attorney of the diftrid, who affured xn6 
there was no proof of criniinality of any kind againft 
uS. The diftrid attorney acknowledged 4 however,« 
that 2( fcruciny had been made, arid promiied when 
he had Idftire, to felefl ihel places where my name was 
mentioned for my perufal. I then defigned, to havcf 
ptbcaredaiid publiihed a Certificate frotn him^ but 
on fecond thoughts declined doing it. I knew the at- 
torney general advocated my coridud from what he had 
obferved, and was inforlned of it when he was com^ 
iniflioner in the wefterri counties^ He and judge 
Yates had fufficiently cxpreffcd their confidence in me 
on their arrival in that country, by fending to roe firft^ 
CJiplainirtg the objed of the:ir miflion in a confidential 
letter, and employing me to procure the means of cor- 
refpouding with the meeting. The laft time I ever 
faw the late attorney general, he aflced me to take a waUs 
with him at the (late houfe, and after confulting met 
withrefped to a fubjed which he thought of importance 
for the peace and happinefs of Penrifylvania, and par-f 



ttcutefljr 6{ the '^eMvn coanti^*, he toofc ati ^iJjpor- 
mnity of cxpreffing hU diiapjprobdtidn *f the liberties 
timhad been lakeft'withitiy^haraf^eri aUdaflfut^dine 
he hsd always h^en my advocate. He had k>ng )m0Wit 
mt; omt&a acquaitltianGe was at the caimjj^.at Aiid^^i 
io the year 17764 

The truth % Iclief s had heytt nt atiy 6ito« p^flfedl 
betwecm me said any perfoti concerned in |rjCMnotiilg 
the infi^rredidii^ ejcee]pc cdlbntl MarfliaU with him I 
had cortefponded feveral tiibe^; but hot for two yeati» 
lirevicms to the inA:^e6liott^ ekccpt* one in knfwerio 
a letter refpedling his fori, then refiding ih the city^ 
lAiba was ab6ut going intt> a new litie of btifinefs* There 
mmuiftm Ineh'inde6d4 iawhoiQ I wotild have bad 
niolt confidence) and non^ ^pg^d i^tbe idftirteAiotI 
at whi^fe^ (k>tidu<5l I was fo much fairplrifed. I nevet 
£am Mn Bradford's band writing, nortomykiiowkd|;e 
did Wfever fee minei « 

I havt near relatiotis liVihg iii three d the 
font weiiern counties, and though I had no ot>portunity 
of sKlvifing thofe of them who lived in enfdstring fitu^ 
ations, yet I had the btisfadion tofind^ that every ong 
of them had been uniformly oppofed to the difordersi 
and that no friend^ with whom I had ever been inti* 
mate in any of the counties, was concerned in promo- 
ting the difturbancesi except colonel Mar&aU and he 
withdrew as foon perhaps as he durft. It might have 
lieen otherwife« and I aot to blame» 

N n 

* It «ra« about the propriety o^ Cbngreis at its nextieflldo. pr€ipiiAtii i fnr^vU 
90$ {dan for dividins ftates £a as to ptevent the parts to be feptiated {torn, bccooi- 
iBienettles to each other, in a cooteft about the diviSoa. Ac hU leqnCft, I promiiei 
mm^fi^MiU btttaSucedhiiBt that the JttufihU cUImh; i& the ireflcic coiutIM 
MftfCdc&vit, 
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:p0ilc hA 9(k«di«P ill' wfg^ «eitii}9(Qf; tbafe l-eiM Mak 
I was certain there was nothing to be foiitf^agfi^ft.xiiik 
|i«; ^Ki^8fte4ri9Qtii( kvafi fapi&;tk*ktiom SQiMiie fto^ 
vmtAMififi^VaetiKmiii^9^ilSl^(\ex^^ l!iMil,.iskneMi 
io(ihiiigsatii6ut tHhnS^it^fktAh^mMtti,hiisp)iik'hm bet 
«ai»e i»Mft&^^ fnch ^4f^Q<.. (ii) f^dth^ Ikm^ ^ 
do sMam wo^M^ tw^ lQ£t,uAtx4^t«i^«$ oc ]»»« isftr 
. VakU |w9^.i(]E(prp[)«4Qti.<«hf iMa$^; CPttfiag icio]Cti«i 

ficed in order to injure fucfa as ^;4pts.aJ4 if^lfatoik 
jtlvefl,*^ t(?tpfflv«pti Wl ^»«i{:tMl««^ *Qs^iliurian- 
^;, fn^ ai^ Ipia^i^^iiluilimd.lfVxr^ ■ i»>.i^iSiia»,nfmci 
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1 H A V £ Ibequentfy tQeiHidoed thexifr 
£ciai re^rt tmik bydkefccselafy 4dI' dneCrefffiofy t<i 
cbe PTcfidftnt of the United SiaCes ;previ<»i$ to dik^ 
ifikkig of kis pnochfiiAkrfi, and I hw^ bad r^ceijurft 
to k IKS an authodiy vttpc&kig dae rixKis eornxmHei 
figatnft lerenoe officers, ^nsot iiavktg ever Jrioard of fe^ 
!reral of t^cefe riots throu]^ ^nr other cbatii^.; at ihk 
£xme tinre^ i^i^weyer, I faaye fuggefiedihiarCibecaYMttaf 
<^ the report was doubtful^ afod prbdu^ed foioe finkil^ 
iDd^BGes of mifrcapfefeolatkmv (See Chap. v:rii.| 
$ fli^U BOW affign iaHmc fucther iniSancey of iht i^cri^ 
49ry's vrant of trandour in d|is report. 

la ps^ 1 1 3 of the exeoitive pf]H9ceedaiig$, be mif^ 
fiomthe hoftiiit^ oftfae ilat^ officers, and particuktfly 
i<^ one high o^cial cbatadta:, tt)the«Keci!itk>nof th^lawsi, 
as one of tlie -lafioft ferious ©bftacles to their opjeratior^ 
^tid ^n Q l^K'er lOo gownaor Mffliq, which b iio^r be»* 
fer^ *^^ i^ ^lafwey to ^a dcAniqd nwcte bv tiiis lox ^ft 
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fxplwatten df this infinuatiDti) he lOkns thai AVbm 
Gallatin, then a meoiber cf AikuMy:, was of the coni^ 
mitts^ which ni«t at pitlftu?|h in September 1791. 
This is not true, Albert O^lbtin ifid myfelf were at«^ 
lendhig the Aflfembly of Pennf^lvania, tbet^ in TeiQon, 
In this explanatory letter he dates charges againfi feve? 
pi charaifier^ ^bo have been uniformly friends to go- 
yernment ; it> bis charges againft Mr- Addifon Prefident 
p{ the courts in thatvdiftri<5l^ the 9rts of mifreprelen-f 
tation ars carried to a coiifiderable height. I (hall 
briefly detail them; The juc^c refufed to adl as depu- 
ty out of the line of his <^cial duty in certain inftaii^ 
ces for the fupervifor of the diftri<5i, though he at the 
fame time aflfured that ofiicer of ample pyotedion aB4 
^\"ery ncceflary afiiftance to enable him todo the duty 
^f his ftation himfeif ; his not- having treated tl^exciie 
officers with proper marks of attention, in two infb»ices% 
is another charge ; one of the inAahces was his teHing 
the tavern keepte, with whom he lodged, that the man 
who villas then a cpUedlor of excife was not an accepta^ 
4>le companioti in the lodging. The fecretary did not 
reHedl that that officer might not have been an ac«pta« 
ble companion for the judge, previous to his bda^ an 
excife o^cer, and th^ the honours attached to that of^ 
^e wer0 not fnfficient to elevate bis chanufbr* I will 
refer him to thejtidgesof ^ fupreme ccmrt of Penn^ 
iylvania f^gr the ttuth of this remark t they ai^eacquaint- 
ed with the coUedor. With r^fpeA to the infpetSor 
not receiving the marked attention of the Prefident of 
«he court, the fecretary ftiould have enquired whether 
there did not ekift.perionalcauies abftra^ed frcto. his 
holdteg the office, or whether there were not <uc|i 
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cm&&z%iRixi/g mth fomo vidMit M tl^ jii^g^tiOa: ^hAti^ 
the: Frefiiieot b$d Ho r^^t tO ifiipgis tfor ^m.^f^Dt 
criaie wbicb va^coiifidercd aUf a miitifir of fuch ipd^rr 
tance byite fecTetary, if«9s iiothing1taQreth«Dt)ieFtl4^ 
lideat*s iiegl^^iug jto invite the infpoiflor tQ a ie^l oH 
the bench daring tlic fefl^ofi oC tl^e court, thsDiigh h* 
}iad invited a relation pf hi's. Kone of tbf^fe infiance^ 
happened in thcfounty wh^rc X.refidet and the firft 
I heard of it was frc»n the fecretafy'f t^cial infonii»^ 
tion. I have, hqwi^v^r, enquired i«ttp thf^m fyK^ 
With fuch chaises as thefe tlje ftcretary's explanaiiciili 
IQ the governor of that general iuggeftioq in hi^ report 
abounds. Why i^^^rp npt xtfi crimen puqiihed in diiift 
|:iaio ? And why .wpre di iagt of no xx^pnif i|t or crirpizsa^ 
llty magnified into realoffence^ ? 

Prefident ^ddi^Q was early in his endeavours %p 
promote the execution of the e^&cife law. For this purr 
pofe he wrote in the newspapers in t^e fmnnapr cf 
1791, and for the fdme piirpofe he attended at Redr 
ilone old fprt on the 2/th of July, on the day when ic 
was refoived by the meeting at t|iat place to petitipp 
Congrefs. Though hp tool^ po part in ^he jQeeting, 
he was ready to give his advice, or to exex;t his autlio*- 
rity if neceffary in favour of the hw^* I converfed 
with him on the occafion and found he was in favour 
of fubmifiion, for which reafon fome thought him too 
friendly to the c^jcife. In his charges to the grand 
juries, he uniformly reprehended the attacks onexcile 
officers, and recommi^nded a fir id cognizance of the 
offences, ^nd in all his converfation on this fubjed he 
tefttfied aga^nft the oppofition to the law« In the 
winter previous to the infurreiSiion an animated pub- 



4icatk)ri*ta the ^fefbui^gb gax^tfe wliortiBg ilie ^people 

3td a'comptiatice withctee taw, iueisiifowfc^teliiihs smH 

•fie ptottvotei an agtdfeHi€iit among a flumbet^fth^ 

-tofoR teff]^e<^We diftillers to fetft6r tb^i'r fliHs^, ^ir'i^©n- 

^iefti dfteving dffic^TS^ppotnteyl ^hofe dt^jJof'tm^ni 

ATOtild Ise 'Tdfpetfkible (See Chap, v.) I alvi%y% 'ac^ 

codtited k a ftii^oiturte that he vtras m •■^^PHifaddj^hia 

-«i4iieh the iftfHrre<5\ion comhifeiiced % ' Ws -aAvice aid 

• authority 'mitjhc have been of great adv^ht&ge ; he wai 

-^^ery ufeftil in reftormg order when he re'tutnpdr; hfe 

%^2is Ihreatehed by the infurgetits before he returned, 

%)ut this did not prevent him from doing liiStluiy witS 

^Ccefs. At the fame tiirre that 1?J6 was obnoxioiis t-6 

Ihie itifitrgents, h^ Hvas tfee objisiS' of the fecretlwy^ 

refentmept ; in this,- however,- he wj^Si not fi'ngu^aiv 

H3thersi who exerted tlremfelves to thtJiithioft in prer 

"venting outrages and reflorfiig order, were the pecuJid: 

\cybjeQs of tntnffterial perfecutibn. Aftet all the fcrni- 

Ttiny that could be made and all fhe exertions ifo sextott 

■^teftimbny, fte chara(5^er of the^ Ptefiderft and the fix^ 

teen affoci^ite judges of the four w^fterh counties ftood 

imim peached, excebt ive call' the fefci^tary's charge 

of watit of politenefsia two inftanc^sto'excife officer 

'a fufficientVaufe of impeachment. Thetrutliis, thak 

judges ^nd otTier friends of order we^e offended at tliefl 

'officers for not making more Tigilarir 'cxfertions iti the 

-ex-ecution of their trufl; and for Treating t^e people 

Tudely, when conciliating manners tnight-hav1^ engaged 

lefped-and promoted fubmiffion. Certain it is, that 

'when general Wilkin, who pur chafed whilkey for the 

army, though his refufing to purchafe any that had not 

paid tbeexcife t3?^tnade hitn partake of the pdram^^-. 



ijiched to the law, yet b; his. geod ^fenf(? in le^f^iviiag; 
If Ub the peppiaf ^kdi l^y his cqndl#9tinsg ipd^ip^^s^ b^^ 
ui<ii4Qed oKwiy tofnt^r;thew ftiiis in June I79i4t. ari4 
was morally certain of proeuring a geiwral acguief-j 
cenGe at the next og{^rtiHiity pf^ eiiitering Rillsp 
1?he apfrehenfion^of wdBt of vigjlance ^x\d coucUi^, 
tiqtg .manners m the excite officers djfi^ouJrag^d .^hoC^ 
who wiihed the law to be executed frcm making c^er^^ 
UQfis^. * Sfaclf cj|tjzeps didn'ot. cl^e \o bekitight-etrants 
iji fuipporti^g a law, th^ ^:(^uvioia.Qf.>9lHchvi*affon^p]^ 
fteg^^iecl by thoie wihpii?.4^>ty it wa$ iqjenfaiKre otjjedi-j 
^j^c^ toat. Howeveo^ji t^roA?i. \\^. fecrecacy's report tq 
tloeBrefid^, andhis cxplaiiatioe oi ij: to tfae.gpyernoi;^ 
it i?. evident that t-be t-eyenuC: cfficeEs.were -Migiiauti 
ijplea, np^ qtiLy ontbe CQij4ii<a, ^buuthelarjguagc ofe'tbe; 
citizetis.»3£idv.ery. minute in ]:e{KTrtirag th^^/rjualldft 'es»n 
prefEcuisof difrefpecltothexnfelves orthela^^ uopQii*^ 
Be<?ted with the circunaflancc^orprovocatipn oatbeifi 
pai;t.to the. fecrctairy f and that though be wa^' no^ 
attentive to.pupifh rc^l crimes in the ordinary coujfej 
qf law^ yet hc.was yor^ attcntiv^e to record incideptf 
of little importaipoei, aiidarfanje them in tbe moft cri-j 
mixial-dr^fs fuited to hi^,defigp, wbsn the cjrifis.ariive4 
w hicb he probably defined, and procDoted* Bujl the 
ipfgroiatipi^, though minute* was not. acQurate. Thi^ 
is-ufp^ with the information of fpies in all countriqst 
Xbe:rei>oi;t contains fevejajl other infla»ces of mifr 
reprefentaxion-witb.i:e£pe6l to incidents too trifling tq 
t>eiaveftigjftt€d,.w.hiph I {haUp^fe uBUOticed ; opecpn^ 
tem^d intbe.lafttpaia^rapb.Q^ it, hqw^vei:, i§. of too 
miich importance tg eXcage. remark^ His word^ are ; 
** Xbef e i& too jullcawie -to.beH^ve.ibat.ihis: i$.confleiae4 
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with an indifpofition^ coo general in that quarter, id' 
fliare in the common burthens of the comxn unity « stttA' 
with a with amodg fome perfons of influence, t6 em^ 
barrafs the government* It is affirmed by well infers 
med perfons to be a fadt of notoriety, ih*: the fievenue 
laws of the flate itfelfhave aktays tithethetn refifted^ 
Or very defedively com plied with in the feme quar^ 
tcr/' 

This isfo palpable a mifreprefefltatiori,' a* to re- 
quire but little examination to refute. I appeal to 
the records of the ftate treafury t there it will appear 
that nolwithftanding the almoft ceafelefs diftreflfes of 
the weftetn counties, fome of them have always been 
the foremoft in paying their flate taxes of any codnties 
in the commonwealth, and none of them the moft 
backward) and that if thet6 are any arrears remaining 
due it is oil the unfeated lands, the property of people 
in the city or other parts of the ftate, the CoUeAing of 
which has been prevented by fpecial interpofitions of 
^ . the legiflature. If he had deCred to be well informed, 

y it would have been eafy for him to have confultcd the 

freafury department of the ftate, and if he had applied 
to the land office, he would have found that the efficient 
revenue prtrduced by it has been more promptly paid 
by the people of the weftern counties, than by many 
in more favourable fituations. If he had been in pur^ 
fuit of truth he would have applied to the proper ibar^ 
ces to obtain it. Another objed however was in view. 
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It was neCeffary to load the whole people of the weftem 
country^ with every defcription of odinm. God 
knows, too many of them were blameaUe indeect^ but 
that the reye^^ue laws of the flaype |^av6 been tfifo^^i 
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either ttCided or defe^ively complied with, and that 
this was promoted by a wifh of fome perfons of influ- 
ence to ^mbarrafs the government^ or as he expreflfes 
it, (Report p. 110) the enmity which certain adive 
defigning leaders had. induftrioufly infufed into a large 
proportion of the inhabitants, not againfl particular 
laws only, but of more ancient date, againft the go- 
vernment of the United States, are charges abfolutely 5^ 
void of truth. 

I never heard a perfbn cithet iti public or private 
in that country exprefs a fentimerit againft the govern- 
ment of the United States fince it was ratified, except 
what fell from Bradford at the Redftone meeting, and . 
fo far from having old enmity, he was a moft zealous 
federalift. There were none engaged in the infur- 
ration that ever polTefled exteniive influence in that 
country, except colonel MarChal, and be had never 
been diftinguifhed for political fervor. 

Why did not the fecretary name the perfons and . 
ftate the fads. If he knew that fuch influential perfons 
had induftrioufly infufed enmity againft the govern- 
ment into a large proportion of the inhabitants, he 
muft have known who they were, and what induftry 
they ufed. Indeed the whole of thefe luggeftions are 
mere fabrications, publiflied at a critical period for the 
moft nefarious purpofes. No teftimony to this pur- 
pofe could be procured by all the influence which was 
exerted even under all the terrors of an armed force^ 
neither could any proofs of it be oDtained on the moft 
careful and judicious fcrutiny, made under the di- 

O o 



='j 



SgS * HISTORY OF tut 

redion of the circuit courts. It exifted no where but 
irr the fruitful invention of the ex-fecretary him- 
felf; 

- Before I leave the fecreta'ry's report^ I will make 
one other quotation form it page 117, wTicre he fays : 
''It is not to be doubted that the different ftages of thig 
bufmefs were regularly notified to the malcontents, 
arid that a convidlion of the tendency of the amend- 
ments contemplated to effeduate the execution of the 
law, had matured the refolution to bring matters to a 
violent crifis. " 

This irifidious affertioil vo^as no donbt levelled 
againft Mr. Stnilie, and m'yfelf, then in Congrefs. 
There were no others from the Wefterrt country in the 
city who had an opportunity | and the fecretary's nu- 
merous declarations that we were at the bottom of all 
the difturbances, and that he had prooft againft Mr. 
Gallatin and us already, his illegal endeavours to' 
extort teftirtiotiy againft u^ in the weftern country, his 
iafulting the p30pie there for eledling us into Gongrefs, 
and empbyiiig his friend general White to fpread 
faffehoois againft lis, particularly againft myfelf, was 
fuScieatly explanatory of his intention in the para- 
griJph jaft q loted. I have already ftated that I never 
was acquainted irt the part of the courttry whsre the 
difturbances' originated, nor had correfp'ondedeven by 
letter with any perfon who had beeri concerned either 
in promoting or dbuntenancingthe diflurbances, except 
Jafties Matfhal a confiderable time before. I am autho- 
rift'd to make the fame declaration refpedling Mr. 
Smilie. Mr. Gallatin was not then in Philadelphia. I 
had Correfpondents in Wafhington county, whole 
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friendftiip I value, and whofe condudl during the dif- ' 
tiirbances and previous to their commencement does 
them honour. 

I remember to have received letters from three 
diftillers that fpring, andanfwering them ; that thef© 
diftillers were not concerned in the infarreAion, except 
in oppofing it, is a fufficient juftification of my correfr 
pondence ; they were William Todd, Efquire, a judge 
of the court, Mr, John Dennifton, and my brother 
John Findley. Indeed I had no ufeful information 
refpeding the excife law to write ; the bill to which 
the fecretary alludes, he acknowledges was not enaded 
till the fifth of June, and until the lad reading in the 
Houfe. Iwas induced by information from the treafury - 
department to believe, that the excife would be tur- 
ned into a diredl tax on ftills, and an amendment to 
that purpofe was tranf mitt ed from the treafury depart- 
ment to the chairman of the committee whicii brought • 
in the bill, while it was under difcuflidn in the Houfe, 
but he did not fee caufe to move for its adoption. If I 
had correfponded with the people who unfortunately 
coninienced the infurrecflion, I flatter rayfelfthat I 
would have contributed by removing their uiiftakes to * 
have prevented their excefles. I am fure all with whoni ' 
I have correfponded will b^^f witpefs that that w«uld ^ 
have been my endeavour, 

When we refled that the law in queftion authori- - 
fed theftat€ courts to take cognizance of offences againfl 
the United States, that long befbre it was enaded the fe- 
cretary had procured writs to be iflued out of thediftri(5l 
court to compel the appearance of delinquent dif-j 
tillers at Philadelphia, and delayed to have thefewnM 
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ex:ecut€d until barveft, after the people had been 
gratified with the reafonable expedations of having 
their fuppofed delinquency examined in the vicinity 
of their refidence, and that thcfe writs, the execution 
of which produced the infurredion, were made return- 
able in a manner or at a time which rendered them of 
no ef[e6\ ; I fay when thefe circumfiances are candid- 
ly refJciSed on» the reader will be able to decide for 
himfelf, whether there is not as folid ground, as the 
nature of the cafe can be fuppofed to adnjit, to con- 
clude that the fecretary himfelf at this period con- 
templated and planned to promote the violent crifis 
which took place. By his own account we find he was 
regularly informed by his fpies of the moft minute cir- 
cumftances of the clandeftine outrages, and conduc- 
ted his plan in a manner the befl: calculated to excite an 
open rupture. If this was not his defign, why did he not 
ufe the proper means of reftraining offences in feafon 
and why did he not caufethe procefs to be ferved foon . 
er, and ata more convenient feafon, or otherwife make 
an experiment of the fuccefs of the ftate courts ? 

The great error among the people was ati opinion, 
that an immoral law might be oppofed and yet the go- 
vernment refpecSed, and all the other laws obeyed, and 
they firmly believed that the excife law was an immo- 
ral one. This theory became with many a religious 
principle, in defence of which they leafoned with 
confiderable addrefs. In endeavouring to reftore 
order, and fubmiffiqn to the laws, the moft arduous 
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taik with people otherwile of good ttjowls was to con- 
vince them of the error of this princi|>le.' As no rioti 
that I knew of wfere attempted in the county whefe 
I re£de, or by the people of it previous to the: infiir* 
region, and as I had never heard atty perfon threaten 
any other kind of oppofitioii than laying afide their 
ftiUs> I confequently knewttothing of this priiiciiplc 
being entertained till the itifutret^lioh tools place; but 
I then found it to be one of the greateft obftacles to 
people even of goodunderftandingfigning fuch afluran- 
ces as might imply an approbation of the law. Indeed 
I defpair that people, refiding in fituations where ex- 
cifes, applying directly to agriculture, demand 
two or three timesthe quantum oftax in proportion to the 
price in the market for the produce of their farm, that 
the farmers in more favourable fituations have to pay» 
can ever be brought to approve of fuch a law by any 
methods in the power of government. Their objec- 
tions are obvious and eaiily comprehended, and 
addrefs themfelves powerfully to their intereftsj where- 
as the arguments arifing from the unequal preffure 
of imports on the inhabitants of towns, and people 
generally who manufadure little themfelves, and con- 
fequently confume much of foreign manufactures or 
luxuries, not coming under their obfervation, are not 
underftood nor admitted in abatement of their own 
complaints ; confequently the citizens in fituations re- 
mote from market are advocates for dired taxes, pro- 
portioned to the value of property, and always pay 
them vyithout complaint. To explain the operation 
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of other U3fcs, which tended to an abatement of the 
preffurcofthc excife tax, and the ipequality which 
would arife from apportioning dired taxes according 
to the coiiftitutional rule» was the great objedt of thofe 
who endeavoured to recopcile the people to the ex- 
cife law. There were circumftances however which 
could not be accomodated to the principles of juftice^ 
'J^l^eje were balanced with pqlitic^ coijfiderations. 
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CHAP XXII. 



X W O importsint qilefllons have agltat* 
ted the public mind, which the fads flated in this 
work, hj beingjudicioufly compared, will aflift the read- 
er in determining. The firft is, whether or not the 
infurredlibn was the refult of a previous combination 
or preconcerted plan* The fecond is, whether or not 
the march of an army into the country was neceffary 
for procuring fubmiffioii to the laws, protedion to the 
revenue officers, and obtaining proper fubjeds for 
atonement. About thefe there has been a great vari- 
fty of opinion. 

With refped to the firft, the fectetary, in his report 
atid otherwife, has taken fo much pains to imprefs 
the public mind with an opinion that ftate officers 
ufed the weight of their official influence in promoting 
combinations and hofiility againji the laws, that even 
members of Congrefs had been employed in maturing 
the refolution to bring matters to a vioknt crifis, and 
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this opinion has been fo induftrioufly promoted in the 
army and throughout the United States by v^iious 
ineans^ that notwithflaiidings it has not been fupporr- 
cd by a lingle well attefled ha, the impreffion that 
has been made by it is not yet fully removed. By 
the relation I have given, however, it will appear, that 
the infuiredion commenced without any preconcert 
among the people, and arofe from an event which they 
could not have forefeen ; that even thofe, whofe names 
afterwards made the greateft figure in the infurredion, 
were not privy to its commencement ; that if the mar- 
ftial had ferved the remaining writ without waiting to 
go to Pittfburgh and bring the infpedor along with 
him, he would have met with no interruption in the 
difcharge of his duty, and the diililiers would have en- 
tered for their appearance at Philadelphia, however* 
diftreiling and unexpected fuch a journey might have, | 
been to them. It is evident that if he had conduced I 

in this manner, the lafl: writ might have been ferved | 

before the evening on which the militia were rendez- 
voufed at the appeal, and that if the infped\or had not 
come out with the marftial and put himfelf unneceffari- 
ly in the way, the attack on him would not have hap- i 

pened ; and that if he had not rafhJy firft attacked the 
party of young fellows, who came the firft morning to j 
his houfe, and killed and wounded a number of them, 
the fecond and mod formidable attempt would not have 
been made; and further, that if even on the fecond at- 
tempt the papers had been given up, or the houfe had 
been permitted to have been fearched for the«i by a 
few men feleded for that purpofe, the party would 
have difperfed, the fubfequent meeting? would noC 
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have taken place, and the rioters would haV€S been 
profecutcd individually with fuccefs before the ftate 
courts, as they had been for the riot committed on the 
ftate exCifemen. 

So far were the judges of the county courts, or the 
prefiding judge of thd diftrifl, from being in a combi- 
nation againft the execution of the law, that oil a fctu-^ 
tiny, no doubt the more fevere, that the former fuper- 
vlfor and the fecretary of the treafury had prejudged 
their charadler, it appeared to full convidlioh that ' 
they were without exception frietidly to the execution 
of the laws. It is certain that a profecutioti never fail-^ 
ed for want of fufficient zeal iii the courts ,* the difficul-* ' 
ty wsis to find efvidence. It will appear furprifing that 
when the revenue officers cbiild give fuch minute atid 
circumftahtial information to the fecretary, which he - 
details in his report, and more minutely id his explana- ' 
tory letter to the governor, that thefe fame officers 
could ii6vet produce teftimony to the ftate courts to 
enable them to punifti breaches of the peace againft 
themfelves ; and that even the teftimony which they 
produced to fupport profecutions iti the federal court^ 
was either evidently fabricated or doubtful- It is 
acknowledged that the teftitnony they procured againft 
Kerr and Beer, was abfol utely falfe. It is not lefs 
certain that the teftimony given againft Robert Smilie 
was unfounded, and it is the general opinion that the 
teftimony produced againft M'CuUoch and fome others 
was equally unworthy of credit. 

If the infurreftion had been the refult of a pre- 
concerted plan, feme difcovery of it would have been 
fpund by the commiflioners of the United States and 
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of the §ate of Peonfylvaibia, \s^hil€ in the v^cftem 
country, but fo hi ^vas this from being the cafe that 
thje commiffibners fent by the Pr^fident of the United 
States to iht weftern country, in their report , whicli, 
though concifcj gives an intelligent and candid account 
6{ the tempet and lituation of th6 country until the 
d^y of figning the amnefty, and a relation of many 6f 
tTie gtievances of which the people complained, yet 
does not give the ieaft countenance to the opinion 
that the infurredlion wa3 thti refult of a' preconcerted 
|)lan, or that the ftate courts had been defeiSiive in 
thdr duty, or the judges, Sec. oppofed to the execution 
of the la«rs, and it was on the information given in 
this report that the army was ordered to f endezvous. 
It; is printed in the proceedings of the executive, and 
perfedly agrees with, the preceding relation as ftfr asic 
enters into the fubjeft. 

The Report of the ftate commiffioners, who z&ed 
in concert with the comrafiffioners of the United States,' 
is not printed, but 1 have ^n autheMicated copy of it 
before me. It is contained in a fe'rits of letters wf it- 
t«^n from the weftern country to the governor, and pre- 
fprved on files in the. fecretary*s office. As it is not in 
|>Tint I will give fome extradls from it,' In page 2, the 
commi(fioners give the following ftatement. . 

" The marflxal of the diftridt of Pennfylvania had 
procefs to ferve on divers perfons refiding in the coun- 
ties of Fayette and. Allegany^ and executed thedi all 
(above thirty) without moleftation or difikulty, ex- 
cepting one which was againft a Mr. Shaw. He or 
fome other perfon went to the place where dodo^ 
Beard| the brigade infpedor for WaChington county 
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jhras hearing appeals made by fotncpf a battallipn whicl|. 
had been called upon for its proportion of the eighty 
(houiand men required to be in readinefs agreeably 
to an ad of congrefe. There were upwards pf fifty 
there with their fire-arms, to whom it was related that 
jthe federal ftiefifi; (as they ftyled the marfhal) ha4 
been ferving writs in Allegany county and carrying 
the people to Philadelphia, ^r not complying with the 
jBxcife l^ws, and that he was at general NeviPs houfe* 
It was in the night of the— -rof laft month ; be* 
tween thirty and forty flew jnftantly to their arms, and 
marched towards Mr. Nevil's above twelve miles dif- 

tant, where they appeared early ne^t morning. 5 

The delinquents againft whom ihe Marflial had pro-^ 
pefs told him that thisy would enter ihm ftill^, and 
pay him the ^xcife together with the coft of f^it. 
Major Lenox applauded tl^eir prudent con4«fl» and 
told them that though be had not authority to comply 
wiil^ theh: wiflies, yet, !f they would ent^r their ftill« 
with the infpedor, and procure ^is certificate, and fend 
it to Philadelphia, upop payment pf the money dufc 
with the cofts he was perfuadcd ^U further profeeutio*^ 
Y^ould be flayed. If this detail is true, it is evident 
th^t the outrages committed at Mr. Nevil's houfe werdji 
not owing to deliberate preconcerted meaftiriss,, but 
originated in art unbridled gt^ft of paffion artfully rajf 
fed among young men, who may have beep at t^Vft 
time too much heated with ftrotig drink. '^ 

In their third letter the cpmmiffioners^ fitting (hte 
difappointment of their expedlations from the m^etin^ 
|t ^?dftop§ pld Fort, occa^pned by an airmed i^ax}^^ 
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and the outrageous behaviour of Mr. Bradford, thug 
exprefs themfelves : '* From our beft conjeAure ;.thc 
people of Wafhington if governed by what appears to 
be the majority, will prefer a civil war to a fubmiffioa 
to the excife laws, fo infatuated and frantic are their 
tenders in oppofition; a great majority, however, of the 
other three counties, are friends to peace and order." 
To explain this charafler of Wafliington county, 
U is tp b^ remarked that it was believed t|iat the armed 
party, whofe pref^nce and behaviour terrified the meet- 
ing came there from Wafcington county, }n concert 
with Bradford, for that purpof(ei. '. | was prefent, and 
believed this to be the cafe, until afterwards that it 
was fully proved that ;he company in arms knew no- 
thing of the meeting being held there, tijl they were 
nesar the grouted, and that t^ieir whole obje^ w^s to pay 
jsin unfriendly yi{it ip Mr, Jackfon^ I heard the pian» 
who I a|D fince informed was th$ leader of the party, 
cenfure Br^idford's harrangde while he was delive- 
ring it to the meeting ; yet it is certain the fpirit of 
oppofition was ftrenger in a part o( that county then in 
f ny other placg; 

In th^gir fourth and laft letter, written from Bedford 

vfh^p. tlje conimiffion^s were on their return, they fay 

*' Upon the whole we entertain ^ reafonable hope that the 

. great mafs of the people' will comply with the terms 

propofed, and be dutiful citizens in future, ^pd that 

their example and influence will in a few days prevail 

on moft of the refidue to dp the fame. However it 

inuft ^not b^ concealed th^t there ar^ feveral unruly 

^ and ttirbulpnt fpirits, who wil] require correAion aq4 

punifhment, and thefe men having littlejor no proper- 

ty^to lofe, may poflibly create new difturbances. 



INSURRECTION. 30$^ 

Should our opinion prove to be well founded, it is pro- 
bable the ordinary cdurfe of judicial powers may be 
fufficient to reduce them to fubmiflion find order, with* 
but military aid." 

The co'mmiffioners of the Union and of the ftate, 
concurred in their confultations and meafures ; as far 
as there was any difference, the chief juftice was the 
moft ievere ; he wanted to have the corbmittees to fign 
affurances individually at the firft, and to have the 
power of the civil magiftrate, put to the left without 
delay. Though this was complained of at the time, 
as too fevere, the people were afterwards convinced 
that he was for their good ; in one inftance, he urged a 
juftice of the peace to exert his authority, and he did 
it with iuccefs.' 

The refult of the fcrutiny made by the judiciary^ 
aided by the terrorsof the army, the difpenfing power 
of the eomthander in chief, and the artful and arbitrary 
conduit of the fecretary, and alfo the examinations of 
numerous witneffes before the circuit court held at 
Philadelphia and York, ' agree in proving to a demon- 
ftration, the truth of the opinion given by the com- 
miffioners, that the outrages committed at Mr. NeviPs 
houfe^ were notoiving to deliberate preconcerted meafures^ 
hit originated in an Unbridled guji of pajjion, &c. 

With r'cfped to the fecond queftion, viz. whether 
the inarch of ah army into the weftern country was 
neceffary, &c. I have already expreffed mjr own opi- 
nion that it was not neceflary for the objefls propofed, 
and in this I was fupported by that of well in^ 
formed perfons who knew the ftate of the country bet-^ 
ter than' I did mylelf. I Have been particular in my. 
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enquiries of the fame and othgr well informed parfoas,^ 
year iincp the infurredion, and though it is the opinion 
jof fame individuals^ that the fubmiflion to tl^e law§ 
by fome of the moft obftinare people fouth of thq 
Monongabels^ wa$ fooner accpmplifhed i^nd rendered 
^orc conj pleat by the march of the army into tb? 
ccuntry, than it would otherwife have been ; yet it if 
jjgretd by all, v^ith whom I have converf^d on the fub^ 
|cd, that in ^11 other parts of the country the fubmif- 
lEan would have bepn compleat without it. The grea- 
tf?r number of well inforined perfons, however^ bp-? 
Jieve that it would have been compleat in ^U the 
counties, but this Cad cannot now be afcert^ined with 
pxecifion. It is certain, that the flate cpurts wercj at 
too time interrupted, and that thpy have fince fenten- 
ced to cprredion ancl puniCit^ient fuch as they thought 
dcferved it for offences committed during thediftuf- 
ibances, with as little difficulty as at any other time, 
indeed, I never knew of a procefs from a juflice of the 
peace refifled eveniq the time of the infufredion, and 
ihe magiftrates had in many places proceeded againft 
fiffenders wifhout refiflance, before the army left Caf- 
|;fle. Jn the places where thedifturbances prevail^d^ 
ine alarm and terror was fo great as to render it iin- 
prudent, if not impradicable, to execute the laws of the 
ii^re, until the agitation v^^ould fuhfide, and till the 
fr ends of order could know and put confidence in eacl^ 
l>ttier. 

But after alU I do not conclude that it was impro- 
per in thePrefident to order the army to advance intq 
(he country. I have no doubt, but that. if he had re- 
i^tiv^d the fame a1[ihrance3 before the 4ifferent divifiops 
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bflhe amy had retidezvoufed, which he did at Carlillct 
he would hot have ordered the army to uiiirch ; bm he 
tDuft have judged the aflurance ; to have been ixi H 
higher degree urtequivocal, than coiild be procured in 
10 (hort a time, to have convinced him of the pror 
prietyof putting a ftop to tjie expedition when it wsi 
fo far advanced ; for however confident Mr. RedicSt 
arid itiyfelf were, who drew our informatioti from our 
own obfervations, and the obfervatioris of others in. 
whom we had perfed confidence, taken on the fpot, yet 
as the Prefident had not the opportunity of making cb- 
fervations^for himfelf, we could not exped his confi- 
dence to be fo compleat or fo firmly efiablillied ag 
ours. 

The difficulty that had been experienced in ralHtig 
the army at the firit, and the eager nefs difcovcred 1/ 
the- officers and others at Carlille to march inio the 
^eflern co'unties, mull have had its weignt with ihe 
Prefident in dctcrtaining him to carry forward the tx- 
peditiou. He might reafonably conclude, thnc bid. 
confequences in future might refult from difgufr.Dg. 
them', by what thofe of greateft influence might think, 
a premature difcharge. As he mixed every cay viib 
the army, in order to imprefs it with a proper fcnfe of 
the importance of fubordination to the laws, it 15 net 
to be doubted, but that he availed himfelf of this cp- 
porlunity 6f discovering its difpolition^ and ih:a i»is 
determination was in fome meafure influenced by diat 
difpofition> hor is it to be doubted, but that the advice 
of fecretary Hamilton, and his influence with the arn: v^ 
were exerted in favour of carrying on the expedition* 
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His information and advice were calculated to promote 
that objeclfrom the firft. 

ThePrefident, however, didoot cdiifider the num- 
ber of the army, nor its advance into the weftern coun- 
try, as defined exclufively for reftoring fubmiffion ta 
the laws, or coercing offenders in that quarter ; the 
flame had caught in other places, and difcontents pre- 
vailed and liberty poles vfete ereiled, through a great 
extent of country, on the eaft fide of the mountains^ 
and a riling had aflually taken place in the ftate of 

, Maryland- It was thefe untoward circumftance3 which 

prevented the Prefident from giving longer time for 
the people in the weftern counties to reflore order by 
their own efforts ; for further information on this fub-» 
jed, the chapters which defcribe the temper of the 

; army at Carlifle, and the communications of the Pre- 

fident to the comtniflTioners from the Parkifon ferry 
meeting, may be examined. 

;• I have luggefted oftener than ortce, that the bead 

of the revenue department conducted the execution 

^ of the law in the weftern diftri6t, in a manner that was 

calculated to promote the event that happened. To 
fupport a fuggeftion of this nature^ pofuive proof can- 
hot be obtained ; to me, however, it appears better 
eftabliihed than could reafonably have been expeded ; 
from the means I had ufed to promote a due execution 
t( the law, and the obfervations I had made on the* 
manner in which it was conducted, I had fufpefled 
his delign, and for fome time looked forward to the 
event with dread; but in the fpring of 1794, when compe- 
tent powers weie veiled in the Hate courts, mypTofpe&9 
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brightened, and I blamed myfelf for my fufpicions- 
But the mine was ready to be fpriing, >)vhen I had flat- 
tered myfelf that the danger was over. I will not how- 
eiver^ recapitulate the grounds upon which my opinion 
was fourided, but leave the reader to examine and 
compare the fads for himfelf^ and judge of the refuk* 
The fads arel truly ftated. 
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VV H E N the PreDdent rccdved the infof • 
Hiation of the daring outrage committed at the houfe of the 
Infpefior, he held a conference with the heads of the departr 
ments of the federal government, and the governor and law 
officers of ^he ftate of Pennfylvania, and though no record i$ 
prefervesd of the fentfments exprefled on that occafipn, yet it 
is knownj, that the chipf juftice of the ftate^ gave it as hi$ 
opinion^ that the power cf the judiciary fhould he further 
exerted, and have a full and fair trial, before it would be pro- 
per to employ a military force> and that the governor and 
law officers of the ftate, and the fecreta'ry of ft^te of the United 
States, concurred with him in that Qpinioq. In fupport of 
this opinion, the governor made a communigatipu t9 the Prelim 
dent in writing, dated ^he 5th qf Auguft, 1 794. The cori* 
refpondence >yhich commenced with this letter, is \^ be f9un4 
in the executive proceedings, from page 58 to 98,. 

In this communication, aftei? ft^ting the outrages that had, 
taken place, together with their fpecial circumftance^ the go-^ 
vcrnoF proceeds to remark << that whatever conftruftiou may ba 
given on the part of the United States, to the fj£i:s that havs^ 
been recited, I cannot hefitate to declare, on the part of Penn-^ 
fvlvania, that the incompetency of ^ judi^i^ry 4^^ a?(;«^?m 
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of her government, to vindicate the violated laws, has no| at 
this period been fufEciently apparent, and that the military 
poweY of the governmejit ought not to. be employed until its 
judiciary a^of ity, after a ifair experiment, has proved iMceiRit 
petent to enforce obedience, or to punifli infraiftipns of the 
laws." • 

After ftating the principles on ^hich the military force caji 
with propriety be called (ortb, iu^ld of tl^e civil authority, he 
pr^cet^s to fay : <« Experience furnilhes fhe fltrongeft induce- 
ments to my mind, for perfevering in this lenient courfe. Riots 
have heretofore been committed in oppofition to^e laws of 
Pennfylvania, but the rioters have invariably been puniflicd 
by our courts of juftice, Jn oppofition to the laws of tlic 
United States, in oppofition to the very law»* now oppofed, 
ind in the very counties fii})pdfcd'to W combined in the pre-* 
ient oppofition, rbts haye Ukewife occurred, but in pyefy in* 
ftanf e, fupported by legal proc^, tlie o^nders |iave been ia- 
di&ed, convi^ed and puniflied before the tribunals of the 
jUate. This refult does not finnounce a ^dkH of juTi£di£bioi>, 
a want of judicial ^owtr, or difpofition to puniih infra&ions 
p{ the law ; a necefTity of an appeal from the poliucal to 
the phyfical ftrength of the nation. 

« But another principle of policy defervcs fome confideration^ 
In a free country it mud be expedient to coaviiice ^he citiaens 
of the neceffity that <hill 2^% any time induce the government 
to employ the coercive autliority with which it is invefted. To 
convince them, that it i^ neceiTary to call forth the military 
power, for the purpofe of executing the laws, it inuft be 
ffaown, that the judicial power has in vain attempted tp punidi 
thofe who vioUte thehi| and therefofe thinkipg, as I do, thajt 
the incompetency 5f the power of Pennfylvania lias not been 
Sufficiently afcertamed, I remarked in the courfe of our latf 
Conference, that I did no^ thint it would be an cafy talk to 
embody the njHilia dn the prefent occafi«n/* 

In the conference, the governor had been called on to order 
out the militia of the ftate, in purfuancc of a law of the ftate; 
which was fuppofed to exift, but whigK, on exanirination, was 
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fouled tf? be rejcaled. The propriety of ordering out a mill- 
pLTj force was tjben fuggeftcd to him, in confequence of hi? 
general power to enforce the di^e execution of the laws. The 
difcuffion of this principle produced the cpfrefpondence, from 
which I have n^adc thefe quotatioi)s. 

The fecretary of ftateof the United States, in his reply td , 
the governor's firft letter, does not fo much objed to the prin- 
ciples advanced by the gpvernor, as to his opinion rcfpeding 
theexifting circumiiances, and after ftating the fads and re- 
citing the certificate from the judge, whiph had been newly 
obtained, he feys, " Thps then, is it luneguivocally ar.d irf 
due form afcertained in ^ref^reuce to the govc rnment of the 
United JStates, that the judiciary a^thority, after a fair and ful^ 
experiment, has proved incompetent to enforce obedience to, 
pr to punifti infractions qf, the laws — that the ftrength an^ 
audacity of certain lavwleft combinations have baffled arid de- 
ilroyedtbe efforts pf the ji^diciary authority, to recover penal- 
ties or inflict punifhments, and that this autWity by a regulai: 
'notification of t^is ftate of thing?, has in the laft refort, as an* 

' jiuxiiiary of the civil authority, plaimed the intervention of 
the military power of the ^nited States," &c. 

In the progrefs of this correfpondence, the fecretary of ftatc 
pf the United ^tates informs tfce governor, that the quefticn 
unequivocally was, if he as the e3^ecutiYe of the ftate has power 
to put the militia in motion, previous to a requifitioii froii^ 
the ?refident undar the laws of the United States, if it {houl4 
be thought advifable fp to dp, &c. This quef^ion being thus 
explicitly ftated in the laft letter to the governor, and the ac- ' 
tqal requifition of the inilitia rendering a reply unneceflary and 
calling the governor's? attention from the fuhje£t, we have to 

^ regret the wapt of his anfwer to it. But if I underftand liini ^ 
rightly in the preceding letters, he did not conceive that he 
was juftifiedby theconftitutional power vefted m him, in calling 
out the militia, unlefs'he was convinced in his own judgment 
that the judiciary authority was incompetent to vindicate the ' 
violated laws^ or was called or to do (o by a formal requifi- 
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^lon from the Prcfidcnt of the United States. In vindicatioij 
pf that opinion, he fuggefts, that the Prefident*srefponfibility 
is (hiclded by the interpofition of the opinion of a judge of 
the fupreme court, certified according to law, which the govcr«- 
por's is not. . 

The governor fays, that it is certain that at the time of the 
conference there was no fatisfajSlory evidence of the incompe- 
tency of the judicial a^tho^ity, to vindicate the violated laws, 
^nd that therefore he could not as jiie executive magiftrate pro- 
ceed to a military plan. 

The fccretary in behajf .of the Prefident difclaims his being 
under an obligation to judge of the validity of the teftimony 
himfelf, and rnanifcitshis determination to depend on tlie de- 
<;:ifion made by the proper authorFty, viz. the opinion of a dif- 
tria or alTociate judge, to whofe refponfibility he fblely refer-^ 
red the competency of the teftimony. Judge Wilfon who gave 
tjtie official certificate which made it lawfuj for the Prefident to 
aid the judicial authority by military force, did fo on his own 
Gpinicn of the validity of the teftimony that was laid before him 
ty the executive. Th<^rc >vere np witnefles examined, nor 
depofitions ^ranfmitted •, fome private letters containing inform 
piation of the fafts and the geperal notoriety of the outrage^ 
we're confidered as fufHcient vouchers on which to ground the 
judge's certificate, and this certificate was the authority which 
warranted the military expedition. 

It muft be admitted, that it) times of public confufion and 
danger the obtaining of legal teftimqny would fometimes be 
attended with too much delay, and that in fuch cafes the noto- 
riety of the fafts fuperfedef the neceflity of lepl forms ; ftill 
hpwever, theve ig danger of miftakes, and it is certain, 
that the Prefident and affoci^te judge, were impofcd on with 
refpea to fome material fads refpe^ing the riots, until a fcru- 
tiny was made by the circuit court. Some of thefe impofiti- 
pns were too deeply impreflTed on the public mind by the re- 
port of the fecretary of the treafury, in which they were faric- 
tioned by his official authbrity, but* exprefsly contradiaed b^. 
unexceptionable teftimony taken before ti\e cour^. 
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The chief juftice with the concurrence of the othqr law 
officers of Pennfylvania, at the conference, firft fuggefted the 
plan of fending commiflioriers to the weftern counties, and 
in aquiefcence with this advice, hi and general Irwin were 
appointed by the governor to that fervice. Though in a letter 
by the fccrctary of the 7th Auguft, the Pi-efidcnt objc£ts to the 
governor's opinion, that a further trial of the power of the judi- 
ciary fhould be made, biefore the aid of the military force was 
required, yet he fays, ^<that tonianifeft hts attention to the prin- 
ciple that a firm and energetic condudt does not preclude the 
cxercifc of prudent and humane policy he has (as the governor 
has been alfo advifed) concluded on the meafure of fending 
conrniifBoners to the difcontented counties to make one more 
experiment of a conciliatory appeal to the reafon, virtue, and 
patriotifm of their inhabitants, and has alfo fignitied to you 
how agreeable would be to him your co-operation in the fame 
expedient, which you have been pleafed to afford." 

Tliis interefting correfpondence chieiBy embraces two fub- 
jefts of controverfy, viz. the refponfibility of the executives 
of the union and of the commonwealth, and the incompe- 
tency of the judicial authority^ which is afiirmed inbelialf of 
the Prefident, and ob}e<3:ed to by the governor. Without de- 
ciding pofitively betwixt the twoopini6ns,it is worth obferving, 
thattnough the law firft provided for fending fpeciai feffions of the 
court into the delinquent country, and afterwards vefted the 
authority in the ftate courts, yet the competency of neither one 
nor the other of thefe methods prefcribed by law was ever put to 
the teft, and that all the trial that had been made of the copi- 
petencyof the judicial authority was by the marfhal fervinj 
the procefles, wJiich gave rife to the infurreftion, and that even 
in this cafe, tha£ officer ferved thirty nine writs without molef- 
tation, to thirty four of which at leaft a proper fubmlffion was 
teftified, and that refiftance was offered only in one cafe out of 
forty, and not till the obnoxious infpeflor affifted with his pre- 
fcnce, and till the laft cafe. It istrus, a deputy marfl1.1I was 
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fent two years before, but influenced by the advic€ of Sie iri- 
fpe£l:or and his own fears, he did hot attempt to exercife hi^. 
authority; a (herifF of the county, or probably a marflial of 
good charaftcr refiding in the country, could at any time have 
executed writs; it has been obferved, that flierifF Hamilton 
propofed to do it even in the tinte of the lufurreftfon. The 
feader will judge, wliether this was a fair and full trial of the 
incompetency of the judiciary, as afferied in the name of the 
iftrefidcnt. 

If the judiciary authority fiad bceti excrcifcd agreeably to 
the provifions made by law, I am Confident no Jnfurrcflion, 
Bor rciiftancc would ever have happened, and if in addition to 
fending comtniffioners the governor had fo far riited his re- 
fponfiuility, as to have embodied a fqUadron of light horfe »nd 
inarched into the weftern cotmties, order would havfe been re- 
ftored withotft the aid of any other force ; this i^ould have 
feeen a cf.utcr for thofc who were timid and w«ll difpofed id 
ially round, and v/oitld fooner have prodtfced a diftrimation of 
parties; it wbnld alfo have afforded proteftion and given con- 
fidence to the civil magriilrate, in pflaces where the fpirit of op- 
pafitiou had the afcendant, and encouraged the orderly citizens 
ity all piirts of the country. I will itot affert that the governor 
had competent anthorlty for this purpofe, but I cannot refrain 
from exprcfhng a wifh that he had conftrued his po'Cirers to have 
extended fo far, and truited fonie thing to the difcretion of thd 
legiilature aftenx'ards. 

However, it niuft be admitted in behalf of the governor, 
that he had little time for refleftion ; for the decifive certificate 
"Was procured from the aflbclate judge the next day after the 
conference, at which it was propoiied to the governor to call 
out the militia under his own authority. 

The citizens of Ohio and Monongahela counties in Vir- 
f tnia had beeii carncftly folicited by circular lettcifs from Mr. 
Bradford, who believed he had infiuence among them, to join 
in the itifurreftion, or at all events to attend the Parkifoa 
meeting, and give their adtJcef. He no doubt cxpcfted ihcin 
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tQ ftrengthen, hi& party at that meeting in or4er to form a coixi? 
binsition againft the authority of the government. Three de^ 
legates attended from Ohio county at this and at the Rcdfton^ 
rnecting, but I have not been informed what part they aded ; 
it appears^ they waited on the commiffionera at Eittiburgh, 
along with tlie firft committeq of twelve. The commiffionera 
ipfojrmcd them that they had no aiithprity put of the fourth 
furyey of Pennfylvania, but at tho^ fame tipie encouraged them 
to expea no further trouble for indiftable offences, if they gave . 
affuranccs of fubmifRpn to the laws for themfelves, and in 
behalf of thofe by yhom they had been delegated. They fcem 
to have been fent but by a few people, and J dp not find, that 
any thing further was done refpedling them. There had been 
but one riot committed there j the coUeflior pf fhi; revenue ap*. 
pears to have given up his papers lo the rioter§ witl\out rcfifts- 
aQf e ; therefore, there were no inftances of flagrant outrage* 
The averfion poflefled by the citizenjs of thofe counties of Vir- . 
ginia to the goverjin^ent and laws of Pennfylvania, and tp the 
people of ic near them, occafioned by the territorial conteft^ 
had a goodefFe£l: in preventing a union in the prellent oppp- 
fition. 

Before the army left the weftern country, a feparate corpij 
confifting pf not more than 2,500 was raifed for a term, not 
exceeding three months. They encamped near the Monon^ 
galt^ela on the fouth fide, under the command of general Mor- 
gan. This meafure was fan^ioned by a law, dated November 
29th, 1794- Theobjeft of continuing this force in the coun- 
try was to caufe the ia%vs t9 be duly ex^cutid^ they Tyere partly 
raifed out pf the corps that were employed in the expedition, 
and partly inlifted in the country j many of the laft were fai4 
10 have been the mod troublelome of the infurgents : I was not 
acquainted with any of them, and as they encamped near forty 
miles from where I refide, though they remained a confidera- 
blc time in the country after I returned from Congrefe, I hcaic 
" * more of them than if they had not been in the countiyt 
^ Rr . . 
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The people in that part of the country, however, complainj 
thatinany of them for fome time at firft, demanded free quar-l 
t^rs and fuch things as they flood in need of without pay, and I 
that fome of the officers committed indiftable offences ; but 
when the perfohs, againft whom the offences were committed, 
tbmmenced profecutions, they fettled the difputes amicably, 
and behaved WeJl for the futute. And when the people took 
c6urage to refufe to fubmit to impofitions, the foldiers ceafed 
to demand free quarters or to beotherwife troublefome. 

• Before the arrriy left the country, the commander in chief 
prefcribed the form of an oath which he required the juflices 
6f the peace to adminiflcr to the citizct)S,wliom he comman- 
ded to appear indiferiminatefy before the magiflrates for th*t 
purpofe. It was' taken by a number of people in Pittfburgh, 
and I aih infoi'med by a fiew In fome other places. How ge- 
neral Lee came to afTume the high legiflativc authority, necef- 
fary for enading an bath of allegiance and requiring the ma- 
giftrates to adminifler and the people to fwear it, I never have 
l^een informed ; it is not contained in the Prefident's inflruc . 
tions to him, nor had the conflitutioit veiled the Prefident 
■with authority of that kind. General Lee muft have known, 
l^iat a magiflrate had no authority to adminifler an oath, that 
the law did not prefcribe. ' The people generally through the 
counties, however," paid no refpefl to thefe orders. 

Previous to the return of the army, he ifTued a proclama- 
tion agreeably to the Erefidcnt*s inllruaions, to flop all profe- 
cutions againfl the infurgents, except certain perfons therein 
iiamed. Several of the excepted perfons afterwards gave them- 
Selves up to general Morgan and flood their trial, and were 
Acquitted. Bradford and a few others left the country, and 
have not to Thy knowledge returned again* Thofe from Cum- 
berland and Northumberland counties, who were ihdiaed for 
erefting lilkrty poles, &c. had their trial put qfF till thefeffi- 
6ns of the circuit court, held at Philadelphia, in April, 1796, 
^nd then the ptofccixtion was withdrawn by t^xe diftrift attor- 
ney. In fome counties, on both fides of the mountain, thofe 
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^hd ere£led'libehy poles were heavily fined fey. the ftate . 

courts. • ./_ ,r . . .. , •. '. • • . .? 

Before the fecretary of the treafury left the .army, Ut made 
arrangements for fettling with the delinquent di(liller§. f|c 
diredled that they (hould be permitted to .enter, their ftills oji 
paying arrearages according to the capacity of the ftills, for. tl^c 
year that commenced in June 1793^ and for the current year* 
It was fome timq in December, before thefe arrangefnents weijd 
made known; Many complied with the terms and entered thoit 
ft ills, and foipe left them with the colleftor, not having wher^- 
\v*th to pay his demands. , Some in Weftmorelandjand per-* 
haps in other counties, abfotutely refufcd to pay the arrearages 
for 1793, but offered to pay for the current year, and enter 
their ftills, but the money was not received and permiflion to 
enter their ftills was refufed* They demanded permiflion to 
^nter their ftilb again in June 1795, and were refufed. iThey 
however continued to employ their ftills, and wifh a decifloii 
at law ; they fay, they were always willing to iubmit, but had 
not opportunity to enter their ftills. All the diftillers com- 
plain of being obliged to pay the arrearages of 1 793, becaufe 

. they had not an opportunity of qharging it to the owner wKo 
had his grain diftilled, or laying it on the confumer according 
to the intention of the law. . Some Were making attempts to 
.fue for the recovery of what they h^d paid. Thole who ftand 
but aigainft paying the arrearagej, are moftly men of informa- 

" tion arid property, and they believe the fecretary had no autho- 
rity by law to admit entries at any time, but that which the 
law prefcribesj rior any legal power to refufe entries of ftills> 
bn any conditions made by his oWn authority. Subpoenas 

. were feryed on thefe delinquent diftillers laft fummer; biit aftet 
they had appeared at two courts, no profecutidn was com- 
ntienped. ■ • 

Permiffion to enter fiills had been fef^ufed at the infpeflting 
bffices, the firftor fecond day after the month of Jiine expir- 
ed, immediately preceding the infurreftion. What a pity if 
was, that if the entry of ftills could be admitted at the difcfe- 
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tion o^inexdciltivcofflfcer in December, that the laitte dittfe- 
tion had not been exercifed early in the month of July. 

As no peffon near where I refide was difturbcd by the ar- 
tty, notpvofectitedt^y thejudibiary, there is no cotnplaint, 6n 
their own account •, but on enquiry I ^nd that in Ac parts <x( 
the cottntiy were people againft whom there was no charj^ 
Verc taken prifoners atld dtagged to Pittfburgh, and fetreul 
of them to Philadelphia, there is much heatt burning. 1 
have converfed with fome men of influence, who were at lill 
times the warmeft friends of government, who acfcnowled^ 
that their confidence in^ and love of, the government, is much 
abatsd. 1 mention thefe circumftances* to fliew how much 
' better it would have been to have made a feafonabk and ertet- 
getic ufe of the ordinary powers of government, befbre things 
came to fuch a crifis as to require fuch exttaordhiary reme- 
dies, as can fcarcely be fo conduflcd but that they will create 
fome new grounds of complaint. Every other means fliould 
be ufed to the utmoft before a militia army is raifed; fdr if ihtj 
are frequently called forth, or called forth Ori a frrvice whiefa 
they find not to have been abfolutely neceflary, or the neceffity 
of which they think might have been prevented, it will not 
be eafy to roufe them again when the ptrblic inteteft may re- 
quire it ; in this cafe a Handing army may' become neceflary, 
and I know a ftanding aftny is not the wifli of the people of 
the United States, and hope it will long be unneceffary. 

In one year fince the infurreftion the weftem funrey of 
Pennfylvania has remitted to the treafury about 20,000 dollar* 
of excife tax. This amounts to one fifth of the ilett revenue 
raifed in one year on fpirits diftilled from domeftic materials 
in the whole United States. It is true this includes the arrear- 
ages arifing from the preceding year. Of thefe I do not 
know the amount ; but when it is confidcred that many left 
iheir ftills with the coUedlor rather than pay the arrearages, 
and that others preferred ftanding an adlion which is not yet 
decided, the greater part muft be fet to the account of the 
yeur 1795* U other parts of the union paid ia the fame pr^- 
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.^Tdoii as to the number, without cakuiating on the vrealA 
of the inhsibitants, the aggregate amount would be little (boft 

'<^ at million of dollars annually. 

Whatfoevcr difference of opinion ititglit Iwre exifted as to 
l!be policy of the meafure when the excife law was enadicd, 

' there could be but dne opinion among difpa JGonate citiz^^s 
with refpedl to the impolicy of repealing it on the account of 
a riotous oppofition in a part of one fmall furvey, while that 
mode df oppofition continued, and all other parts of the unioxi 
"profeficdly fubmitted 5 but now when the authority of the law 
is acknowledged throughout the tihion, it is proper to enquire 
into the produSivenefs of the revenue arifmg from it, and 

^ the expediency of continuing it. It is not my objefl: to make 
any oblervations on the general principles of an excife fyftem, 

' its luitablcnefs^ to, or prafticability in, this country ; but if 
it is true that, notwithftanding the frequent revifions of the 
law, this tax docs not yield 100,000 dollars as tiet rerenue,* 
that from fome ftates, where it is reafonable to fuppofe a confi- 
derable quantity of thofc fpirits aremanufaflured and confumed, 
lifter an experiment of five years, little or no revenue can be 
procured, though the officers receive their falaries for colledi- 
ing it. If it is true that nearly one-third of this revenue is necef- 
farily expended in the col left ion of it, and that the compara- 
tive quantity of fpirits diftllled is decreafing, and the importation 
and confilmption of (pirits and other liquors have rapidly in* 

* SolBuchof the amount of this revenue, a? it isftared in the ofBcial repotts, 
depends on eftimates for which the data are not certain, and the drawbacks for that 
ye^rnot being fully afcertained, 'thefe ftaiements may not be perfedlly accurate; 
but, by the official ftaiements for the year ending with June 1795, the produce cC 
the excife on domePic fpirits amtfams to about 140,000 dollars, for. the year t/gc* 
the eypence of colle€^ing aiflounted to more than 41,000 dollars, excluiive of the 
additional cxpence occafioned by it in the accounting offices of the ireafury dep?ft'* 
ment; adding this, and including the expence ot new, though unproduf^ite 
diftri£^s fince ered^cd, the whole expence of colledling caupot be eftimated at lefs 
than 43,000 dollars per annum; taking this from 140,000 dollars, leaves 95,ooQr 
dollars to the revenue ; but this being ftill liable to drawbacks on the revenue for 
exportation, dating that the expence of coUe^^ion ia tqual to half the uett proceeds 
tf the revenue muft be pretty near the truth. 
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creafed, fince tlie commencement of the excife on domeftic 
fpirits;*. 1. fay if thefe things are true, it may foon be proper 
for the legifiaturs to enquire whether fo fmjtU an amoujnt of re- 
Tcnue is a fuilficient objeft for the employment of fuch anum- 
berof ofTicers, and for occafioning fo.much difconte^t.iu thdfe 
parts of ihe union, which are iricreafing moft ra{)idly in popu- 
lation, .... 

It is proper to examine y^hethcr even this fmall amount j)f 
revenue may not prove a fource of jealoufy, and eventually 
alienate the afFc£l:ions and confidence of one part of tlie citizens 
from the other. It is no unreafonable conjeclure to fuppofe, 
that a crifis may happen in the courfe of human events, when 
this alienation may occafion very difagr^eable confcquenccsj 
which by feafonable arrangements might be prevented. 

A riotous oppofition to the excife Jaw in one furvey has afrca- 
fly cod the United States more money, than will probably be 
produced by that tax from the whole United States, when it 
has been ten years in operation y and though it is to be expcdl^d 
that the difplay of the power of government in enforcing fub- 
miilicn to the laws in th.u inftance may long prevent the necefllty 
rf another expedition , either to protecl: the officers of government, 
or to punifli offenders againft its laws, yet it muft be acknow- 
ledged that this tremendous and expcn five remedy will not be 
adequate to prevent evafions of the law in fo wide an extent of 
territory, where the pregolTeffions againft it are general. If the 
levying an excife on this, and all other manufadtures in the 
country^ would produc* a fufficient revenne to prevent the 
tieceflity of a direft tax, it would afford a ftrong argumenf lo 
thofe who are oppofed to direft taxes, in favour of continufng 
and extending excifea •, but when it is difcovered that fome of 
them, for inftance the excife on fnUfF, will not produce per- 
iiaps as much in a year as would pay the expence of inaking the 

* By ihe official report, it appears thai from the year 1791, in wfiich the excife 
tn fpirits from doraeftic mateiials coihmenccd, till the ye^r 1794, the quantity of 
imported fpiriis increafed from 3,678,199 gallons, to 5,699,369 gaUons. an ih- 
ircafc of nearly two-fifths fri the courfe of (wo years ; and thai the itxipoiiaTioir OC 
tvlnesi porier and beex, has iucreared in a much greater proportion. 
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Jaw, and that now, when a tax of 1,200,000 dollars appears to be 
abfoliitely neceflary, the greateft advocatecs for excifcs cannot 
lay their hand on fubjeds for fuch taxes, it is time to enquire 
whether it is proper to perfift in that courfe of taxation. 

• It will not do for us to depend on railing cfFeftive revenues 
from excifes on manufactures, as fomc nations in Europe do» 
In thefe nations a great proportion of the wealth of the coun- 
* try is veiled in manufadlures, and from them their exports 
are, produced j but in our country, where manufaftures are 
in their infancy, and but a fmall amount of capital vcfted ill 
them, and where the y^ealth of the inhabitants confifts chief- 
ly in land and objefls of agriculture, or is employed in a 
commerce which is fupported by agriculture; land itfelf with 
the flock that is employed on it, and commerce, muft be the 
dernier refort for efficient revenues. If any aid can be drawil 
from manufadlures, I fufpe£l it cannot be procured to any 
confiderable extent in the mode of excifes. If this circum- 
ilance had been feafonably adverted to, when the ftatii debts 
were aflu^ied, &c. by thofe who are moft obllinately oppofed 
todire£l taxesj fo great an amount of revenue would not have 
been neceirary ; but in the prefent ftate of our finances we 
cannot put off dire£fc taxes much longer, and when they come) 
as come they muft, the writer will not avoid his fhare of the 
public burthens. If he ftudied only his own interefl, excifes 
would to him be the moft favourable mode of taxation, as the 
proportion, he would pay in that way, would be ijiuch iefi) 
^han would fall to his Ihare by a dire£l tax. 



NOTE [A] p. 183. 



^e afked Mr. M*Farlane if he would permit the office to 
te kept in his houfe, if general Nevil fhould be the officer ; 



jfiS, APPENDIX- 

^anfwercd^ tiiat if he was the officer, he was perfonaUy tm^ 
obnoxious to the people, that it would be moce prudent for 
bim to keep it for foxne time in Fittfburgh, where the garrifon 
was ; but that any perfon not equally obnoxious might open 
|UEt office with fafety in any part of the country. Ws did not 
iQCUtion general Nevil's name to the Preiident 
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